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Building Your Bible I1Q - Parshas Toldos - Divine Gevura:

Bereishis 25,19: And these are the generations of Isaac, Abraham’s son; Abraham
fathered Isaac. pnx'-nx 7710 DNNAX DNNAR-[2 7NX' NT2IN NIXI

Rashi: And these are the generations of Isaac the son of Abraham: [niT7in refers to]
Jacob and Esau mentioned in this section.

QUESTION #1: What insight is Rashi teaching us - this seems to be obvious !

Rashi: nx T7in DNYAX MIi7 PR DNNAX |2 PRY' 2NN 2ANIY T 7V N NIX T'7I0 DNAN
N7l DDN2X DY NNDY DY N2 MDY MY NN 70 2XN DNIR T 987 110 197 jny!
T7I0 DNYAK 7D 4TI ,DNNART NNIT PRY! 7Y 199 INOT7 ¥ 707D NYY NN Rn'D NNYn)
PNY! X TYIN DNNIRY WL TV DY ,DNNIR 2 7Ny KD 1Ny nT1 L, ienyt nx: ABRAHAM
BEGAT ISAAC — Just because Scripture wrote, “Isaac, son of Abraham” it felt
compelled to say “Abraham begat Isaac”, because the cynics of that time said, “Sarah
became with child of Abimelech. See how many years she lived with Abraham without
becoming with child”. What did the Holy One, blessed be He, do? He shaped Isaac’s
facial features exactly similar to those of Abraham’s, so that everyone had to admit that
Abraham begat Isaac. This is what is stated here: that Isaac was the son of Abraham, for
there is evidence that Abraham begat Isaac (Midrash Tanchuma, Toldot 1).

QUESTION #2: What was the point of the mockery? After all, even if Sarah conceived
from Avimelech, that, too, would have been a miracle!

Bereishis 6,9: These are the generations of Noah; Noah was a just man and perfect in
his generations, and Noah walked with God. 'rmnTa n'n o'nn 7Y U'R N1 N1 NT72IN N7X

N1-17NNN D'N7RN-NIN

QUESTION #3: That being the case, why isn’t our Parsha called “Yitzchak” instead of
“Toldos?”

Pirkei Avos 5,2: |'0'von 1'0 NiNiTD 72,1097 D'OX X NN Y'TinT ,N1 TYI DTXA NNIT NYY
1197 D'OX X NA2 Y'TINY ,DNNAX TV NN NNIT NYY .1an0 ' DX DR'YY KDY TV 'K
072 12W I'7Y 72171 DNNAX XY TV 'K |'0'YIN 1) NiNiT 72uk [There were] ten generations
from Adam to Noah, in order to make known what long-suffering is His; for all those
generations kept on provoking Him, until He brought upon them the waters of the flood.
[There were] ten generations from Noah to Abraham, in order to make known what long-
suffering is His; for all those generations kept on provoking Him, until Abraham, came
and received the reward of all of them.

QUESTION #4: Did everyone from Adam on down ‘anger’ hashem? there were certainly
good individualist those generations such as Shem and Ever, etc.?

ANSWER: In those sets of generations, those righteous individuals had no continuation.
The “generations” angered Hashem. The scoffers wanted to dispute the perpetuation of
Avraham’s lineage - not the miracle that happened. The Torah calls this Parsha “Toldos”
to emphasize the critical aspect of continuity that would be achieved in this Parsha
through Yitzchak?

QUESTION #5: How did Yitzchak succeed in perpetuating the Jewish people?
Bereishis 25,27- 28: And the boys grew; and Esau was a skillful hunter, a man of the
field; and Jacob was a quiet man, living in tents. And Isaac loved Esau, because he ate
of his venison; but Rebekah loved Jacob.

Rashi: And the youths grew up, and Esau was: As long as they were small, they were
not recognizable through their deeds, and no one scrutinized them to determine their
characters. As soon as they became thirteen years old, this one parted to the houses of
study, and that one parted to idol worship. — [From Gen. Rabbah 63:10; Tanchuma, Ki
Theze 4]; who understood hunting: [He knew how] to trap and to deceive his father with
his mouth and ask him,“Father, how do we tithe salt and straw?” His father thereby
thought that he was scrupulous in his observance of the commandments (Tanchuma,
Toeldoth 8).;in his mouth: As the Targum renders: into Isaac’s mouth. The Midrashic
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interpretation is: with Esau’s mouth, for he would entrap him and deceive him with his
words. — [From Tanchuma, Toledoth 8]

Rashi 25,29: And he was exhausted. From murdering.

Midrash Hagadol: He (Avraham) is gone forever, never to rise again! He did just as the
first man Adam died and will never return again!
Bereishis 26, 34 -35 & 27, 1-4: And Esau was forty years old when he married Judith the
daughter of Beeri the Hittite, and Bashemath the daughter of Elon the Hittite. And they
made life bitter for Isaac and for Rebekah. And it came to pass, that when Isaac was old,
and his eyes were dim, so that he could not see, he called Esau his eldest son, and said
to him, My son; and he said to him, Behold, here am I. And he said, Behold now, | am old,
| know not the day of my death. Now therefore take, | beg you, your weapons, your quiver
and your bow and go out to the field, and catch me some venison. And make me savory
food, such as | love, and bring it to me, that | may eat; that my soul may bless you before
| die.
Rashi: "His eyes were dim" - through the smoke they raised by these women in offering
incense to idols. Another explanation is: When Yitzchok was bound upon the altar and his
father was about to slay him, at that very moment the heavens opened, the ministering
angels saw it and wept, and their tears flowed and fell upon Yitzchok's eyes which thus
became dim. Another explanation is: They became dim just in order that Yaakov might
receive the blessings.
Bereishis Rabba 65: Sharpen your weapons - so that you do not feed me with
improperly slaughtered animals, and suspend your weapons so that you do not feed me
with animals stolen or robbed from others.
FACT: The Arizal could see every sin a jew did by merely looking at his forehead !
QUESTION #6: Why doesn’t Yitzchak throw Eisav out of the house, just like his father
Avraham did with Yishmael? Why do Sarah & Hashem decide to throw out Yishmael,
while Hashem and Rivkah do not see it fit to throw out Eisav ?

QUESTION #7: How could Yitzchak love, be fooled by, and want to bless Eisav ? It is
impossible to think that Yitzchak was fooled by Eisav ?

Zohar 1, 139a: You might ask: How is it that Yitzchok knew not all of Esau's evil deeds?
Certainly the Shechina ( Divine Presence) was with him; for if the Shechina was not
present with him, how could he have blessed Yaakov when he did? The truth is that the
Shechina indeed dwelt with him always, but it did not reveal Esau's deeds to him so that
Yaakov should be blessed without his knowledge, but only by the will of the Holy One,
blessed is He.

Zohar tells us that Hashem withheld Eisav’s total wickedness from him.

QUESTION #8: Why does Hashem withhold such vital information from Yitzchak ?
QUESTION #9: Why does the Torah tell us about the every day issues of Yitzchak
dealing with Avimelech and the people from Gerar?

QUESTION #10: What is the message of Yitzchak digging the wells ?

QUESTION #11: What is the significance of Yitzchak establishing the Mincha payer?
Talmud Berachos 6b: n7ona X7x Nyl X7 IN'2% NN NN AN79N2 'nT DTR XN D71VY7
1Y ‘DY V11K RN IR AT ninn niva i nxaw anmin One must always be
vigilant with regard to the afternoon prayer, as Elijah’s prayer was only answered in the
afternoon prayer, as it is stated: “And it was at the time of the afternoon offering that
Elijah the Prophet came near, and he said...Answer me, Lord, answer me, [ that this
people will know that You, Lord, are God” (I Kings 18:36-37). Because Elijah was
answered in the afternoon prayer, it has particular significance.]

QUESTION #12: What is so special about the Mincha prayer over Shacharis and Maariv
?
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DIFFERENT ROLES OF AVRAHAM & YITZCHAK:
Bereishis 12,1: 33 % WX YIXD™7% 228 N1 ANTAM A¥ING 27777 DKW DIN! MR
The LORD said to Abram, “Go forth from your native land and from your father’s house to
the land that I will show you.
Bereishis 26,2: 7'7% JaX WYUK YIXA DY NRI¥A TR R NN 7R X The LORD had
appeared to him and said, “Do not go down to Egypt; stay in the land which | point out to
you.
OBSERVATION: Contrast the first words Hashem said to Avraham versus Yitzchak.
Avraham’s mission is to “go” and be expansive; while Yitzchak is “do not go” and
contract.
POINT: Avraham’s mission was to develop Divine kindness, while Yitzchak’s mission was
to develop “Divine Gevura.”
Gevura means control, judgment, discipline. justice system. You need law and order - so
that all the people who want kindness won'’t hurt each other.
The middah of gevura has many faces and many names. In various contexts, it’s referred
to as avodah, service; pachad, fear; yirah, awe; and din, judgment. What do these
denotations have in common?
Gevura manifests itself in: 1) developing internally, self- control and then 2) externally
vis-a-vis other people, so they too will have self-control.
Gevura going awry will display negatively as wanting to Have power and control others -
the ultimate expression of this would be to murder others.
QUESTION #13: Where do we see Yitzchak developing this in this Parsha ? We should
see self-control & disciplining others? Where do we see it ?
QUESTION #14: Why does Yitzchak not discipline Eisav? He seems that he failed as a
parent ?

DEFINING GEVURA:

Pirkei Avos 4,1iny' nx vai3n niaa 1nr'K,: Who is the mighty one? He who conquers his
impulse...

Talmud Nedarim 38a: x12x .nwnn [71D1 ....0122 72y K78 M1Dw nwn n"apgn ') The Holy
One, Blessed be He, rests His Divine Presence only upon one who is mighty...And all of
these qualities are derived from Moses. He was mighty...Rather, the fact that Moses was
mighty is derived from this verse, as it is written: “And | took hold of the two tablets, and
cast them out of my two hands, and broke them before your eyes” (Deuteronomy 9:17),
and it is taught in a baraita: The tablets, their length was six handbreadths, and their
width was six handbreadths, and their thickness was three handbreadths. If Moses was
capabile of lifting and casting a burden that heavy, apparently he was mighty.

Shmos 38, 10: :'TMy"NX D!l NN B WP IR DY ITTR NN | YR Ny Ny D7
Moses set up the Tabernacle, placing its sockets, setting up its planks, inserting its bars,
and erecting its posts.

Rashi Shmos 39,33: nax'm DIY nYn nYy K7¢ '9'71 ;in'n? [*7id! ') K7¢ 121 pUNN DX IR
DTNQ DD ['RY ,0'¢Y7D TId NNNN DTN DY in'p? 2id! Nl K79 ,inpzn n"agn 7 N9 ,|puna
AT:2 NDR FOY i7 M P0TR Y NN WYOK 'R NUIRD 197 DY MK ITRYR DYt L|9pT?
NQINID Y WITN 517K0 DRIN — ('0 NINW) 2800 D40 3¢ T 1780 DRI 9T RIDIN'70n ROl
for they themselves were unable to erect it. Since Moses had done no work in the
Mishkan, the Holy One, blessed is He, left for him the task of erecting it, for nobody was
able to set it up because of the weight of the boards which no human strength was
capable of setting up. Moses, however, succeeded in placing it in position. Moses said
to the Holy One, blessed be He, “How is its erection possible by human beings?” God
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answered him: “You be busy with your hand!” He appeared to be erecting it, but in fact it
set itself up and rose of its own accord. That is why Scripture says, (Exodus 40:17) “The
Tabernacle was erected (pjz1n)” — was erected by itself. This is a Midrash of Rabbi
Tanchuma 2:11:11.
QUESTION #15: It seems from these last sources that a Gibor displays physical
strength, while Pirkei Avos defines it as a spiritual strength?
QUESTION #16: Why would physical strength be a pre-requisite for prophecy?
QUESTION #17: What proof is there from Moshe’s strength from his erecting the
Mishkan if it happened through a miracle ?
Talmud Sukkah 52b: (27 ,77 0'7nn) Mxaw IMMN7? wpanl o 02 1'% "2ann 0TR v Ny
X7 'n (27,77 0'70N) mxaw 17 700 1R 17 ATIYw 2"apn XN INmMn? wpanl 1x7 yw noix
VOWN Y'Y K71 1T nary' A person’s evil inclination overcomes him each day and

seeks to kill him, as it stated: “The wicked watches the righteous and seeks to Kkill
him” (Psalms 37:32); the wicked here is referring to the wickedness inside one’s heart.
And if not for the Holy One, Blessed be He, Who assists him with the good inclination,
he would not overcome it, as it is stated: “The Lord will not leave him in his hand, nor
suffer him to be condemned when he is judged” (Psalms 37:33).
QUESTION #18: Why does Hashem give is a Yetzer Hora that we can not defeat alone -
just give us a Yetzer Hora that we can defeat ?
QUESTION #19: What proof is there from conquering your Yetzer Hora if you can only
do it with hashem’s help anyway ?
R’ Chaim Shmulevitz: Gevurah is the ability to overcome the negative trait of atzlus,
laziness, whether it manifests itself physically or spiritually. It is the ability to exploit all
of your talents and efforts towards giving 100% of what you are capable of giving, in
order to fulfill the will of Hashem, regardless of what the possibility of success is.

1) Depending on how much effort is put into an action, Hashem will proportionately help

you reach that goal, whether it is physical or spiritual.

2) When you do everything you can possibly do - then you get Syata Dishmaya.

3) The means are more important than the goal.

4) Hashem wants to reward you based on the results which are beyond what you could

have done by yourself.

5) Syata Dishmaya does not take away your reward.
POINT: Hashem gives us such a strong Yetzer Hora so that we can work on becoming
a Gibor !

HOW DOES ONE DEVELOP GEVURAH ?

QUESTION: What knowledge gives us the courage and confidence to become a
Gibor ?

Rabbeinu Yonah Pirkei Avos 4,1: In7yn X'n N NdY N .NX' NI WADN 123 DTN
N> W' 0737 D XIN NNN22 DA DT NON K'Y 910 NIAAL.AN7VN KN NNWIN ND )2 NI
Y'Y 270 NN X D112 DRI K7 D RNIT [2 12T X7 A1 .0NN2aN 79 AN Dnnl NIRwN XYY
DTN |2 NP7N1 X'NI XD MWD ND DAl .071Y%7 2% TnO' X71 A’nn'7na 1A nira'% nind v fa
NX' IX WIAIDN XIN 270 1NN PTRnt YMXN NDNY X AT 701.2%0 D1 nimna? X7 D annanl
DX NPTN NT? D2 N> DN7 OX DTN 22 XN DNIND 1INMI31 D 72 717a 72T 12'R NnN7na Ynan D
N1 X' ITARNYT 179 7Y WRT7 2URD X' DY) R .aNNMY7 DRMIYaXx 1y on'To 1y
nprni nawl: Who is the mighty one? He who conquers his impulse: Just as the power of
the body is its virtue and its distinction, so too is the power of the soul is its virtue. And
regarding the power of the body in man, it is also in animals - as they all have the power
to lift weights and some more than others - [such that] Ben Zoma did not speak about it,
as it is not called might. Rather [he spoke] about the might of the heart - which has
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two powers, to be mighty in war and that his heart never be afraid; and also the
power to subdue the impulse. And this is dissimilar for man and beast, as animals do
not have might of the heart. And about this, Ben Zoma said that the braver and stronger
power of the heart is that which overcomes the impulse. As might in war is not such a
great thing and 'like you, like them, in the description of men' - if they have power, this
one also has strength, if 'they prepared their hands for battle, their fingers for war.' But to
overcome the impulse - the enemy of a person in his face - and to destroy him, that is an
elevated and strong might..
Dj73N7 NDIXT |'RI 19X JIXAN X171 D'OX )X YW TN INNA 7wUni 112an 0'9X 1K 210 "NNIY
NYIY RIN NYT X721 'yyn DR 72Nn 7' 0annl [oyon D NN 01717 DIl nyY ['Nnn X TN
NN X7X 10YD NN 7N 12'KY 9"UX 19X 7IXAN 112AN D'OX 1IN 210 2"V AN MR 0T vl
.0N7N7 712 ' YT K72 DAY NN Nlan [ Q%0 N1aa RO Mt INR 0N 1aTn
NIN ' 72T DX XY XKID AYNRN 7N XID 0YdA NN D 0'OX )INAN NP XINY INNA 7wl
N7V 022 'Y (2" X' wn) 'Naw Ind nndNni 270 N1 0NAT Y 17 Wy 9"YR 1YY TN 1l
n™ 2 0'"'M) NI 0T W1 DNTYR 17 NN NXYN NNdNNEA70 NN D .ANVan TIY T 0oN
Y 12T 150 NX' IR WA X¥NA AT 700 21wni 7m0 inn2 Ywimi .ann'n? nnnan nxy (D as it
says, "slowness to anger is better than a mighty person and the ruler of his spirit
than the conqueror of a city." (Proverbs 16:32): Slowness to anger [describes] the
one who holds his anger and his will is not to take revenge immediately, but to wait for
the time and place of his vengeance. As the angry one that takes revenge immediately,
confounds his actions and acts without intelligence. And about this, Shlomo, peace be
upon him, stated, "slowness to anger is better than a mighty person." The one who holds
his anger - even though he does not forgive during his anger - since he leaves the matter
of revenge until later, [shows] more might of the heart than the mighty one in war; as also
without intelligence can he be mighty in fighting. But "the ruler of his spirit" - which is
more than one who is slow of anger, since he forgives during his anger, as he fears
the word of God - is mightier "than the conqueror of a city." [This is] even though [the
latter] has two things - might of the heart and wisdom, as it is stated (Proverbs 21:22), "A
wise man climbed to a city of warriors, and brought down its mighty stronghold." As it is
with might of the heart, wisdom and correct counsel that they conquer cities. And about
this it is stated (Il Kings 18:20), "counsel and might for war." And the ruler of his spirit is
greater and more significant than all of this and he comes out overcoming his impulse
from all bad things.
QUESTION: How can Rebbaeinu Yonah be certain that a person who forgives during his
anger, will overcome his impulse from all bad things ?
QUESTION: Why will the person who fears the word of God forgive during his anger ?
Chozeh mi’Lublin, Zos Zikaron : One should be cautious of pride ... and of anger ...
and never get angry at all at anyone ... and it is good to remember that everything is
from the Creator...
Talmud Chullin 7b: n7ynn 1'7y 100 "R K78 nON'M 1WAXK QP DTX 'K X21'IN 1 NI
DT 2 A 0TRE (TD ,0 *7wn) 1md 1aa (Tvyn ‘nn (2,77 0'70n) 1xaw And Rabbi Hanina

says: A person injures his finger below, on earth, only if they declare about him on high
that he should be injured, as it is stated: It is of the Lord that a man’s goings are
established; and a man, what does he understand of his way (see Psalms 37:23 and
Proverbs 20:24).“One should be cautious of pride ... and of anger ... and never get angry
at all at anyone ... and it is good to remember that everything is from the Creator,
blessed be He, as it is written (Chullin 7b): ‘A person injures his finger below [on earth]
only if they declare about him on high’ even if this is caused by those who have free
choice.”

POINT: Having the intelligence to know that Hashem is the source of all forces that
interact against us, we must conclude that it is all for our benefit. That benefit can only
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be to make us greater people. We must also believe that Hashem gives us the ability to
successfully overcome these challenges. The greater the challenge, the more ability
Hashem must give us to overcome it. This gives us the courage and confidence to
become a Gibor!
The very purpose of the neshamah’s descent to This World is to combat the yetzer hara.
Gevurah, fear of sin and strength of character, is vital in this battle.
Slonimer Rebbe: a day a person doesn’t perform at least one act against his Yetzer
Hora, he didn’t advance in his life’s mission. Gevura is a life-long mission.
QUESTION: Where does one require to have the most Gevura ?
Chovos Halevavos 4,3: (addresses the question of why Hashem decreed that man
should work for a living) Divine wisdom required the testing of man in the service of G-d
or rebellion against Him. Therefore, G-d tests man with what demonstrates his choice in
this - needs and lacking for external things such as food, drink, clothing, shelter, and
sexual relations. G-d commanded man to pursue and attain them through the available
means in specific ways (according to the torah) and at specific times. What G-d has
decreed that man will attain of them, man will attain fully after the completion of the
prepared means. That which has not been decreed that he will attain - he will not attain,
and the necessary means will be withheld.Through this process, his free choice of
whether he served G-d or rebelled against Him will be demonstrated through his intention
and choice, and the man will then deserve either reward or punishment, regardless
whether or not he actually achieved his intentions.
ANSWER: Making a parnassa, which our entire existence depends upon !
Talmud Shabbos 31a: When they escort a person to his final heavenly judgment after his
death, the Heavenly tribunal says to him: 1) Did you conduct your business transactions
faithfully?

GEVURA IN YITZCHAK'S LIFE:

Examples of the Gevura of Yitzchak:

Akeidas Yitzchak (see below)

Established Tefilas Mincha - stopping what you are doing in the middle of the day to

serve Hashem.

He is the Pillar of Tefila - which requires lots of concentration. (see below)

Planted crops successfully during a famine (see below)

Stayed in Gerar & dealt honourably with Avimelech (see below)

Allowed Eisav to stay in the house for such a long time, although he knew that he was

a Rasha.

Yitzchak asks Hashem to bring suffering in the world - starting with him!
Talmud Berachos 15b: one who recites Keriyat Shema and is careful to properly
pronounce its letters, Gehinom is "cooled off" for him.
REASON: But “heating himself” to hold back and slow down, he gets less “heat” in
Gehinom.
PARENTING: The hardest thing for a parent is to deal with a child that it is totally the
opposite of you and also in an evil way ! And more than that - your friends are talking
about it ! many parents would throw such child out of the house!
You need Gevura to still deal with your child in the way Hashem would.
STORY #1: Rav Yerachmiel Kraus (Matok Ha’or pg. 163)
STORY #2: Gerer Rebbe (pg. 164)
Yitzchak was an Olah Temima, willing to die for God. he has a mother who threw out
Yishmael. Eisav is a public Rasha , marries bad women, idol worshippers....
Now when Eisav offers deer meat to Yitzchak, instead of throwing out Yitzchak, the torah
tells us that even though Eisav is such a disappointment , as a hunter, inspire of the
fact that Eisav was a rasha - he had the gevura to love him....but it was Yitzchak who
was trapping eisav to make him think that he was impressed by him. Yitzchak was fooling
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Eisav - not the opposite ! Eisav is trying to fool Yitzchak, but Yitzchak also tricks him !
This took incredible Gevura on yitzchak’s part !
Yitzchak shows self-control to Eisav for at least 63 years ! Yitzchak must conquer
this Yetzer Hora without stop!
POINT: MAI SHILOACH: Hashem, who knows what is best for us, sends people in our
lives that are the opposite of us in order for us to develop ourselves. And Hashem may
send many of these people into our lives to develop your Midos !
POINT: Hashem never reveals how evil Eisav is , so that he will spend his whole
lifetime working on Gevura.
POINT: Yitzchak wants to bless Eisav to have good life, so that he will not throw away
his Yiddishkeit !
POINT: Eisav never publicly went off the Derech during Yitzchak’s lifetime.
POINT: Any other child, but Eisav, would have POSITIVELY responded to Yitzchak’s
love.
POINT: No need for Yitzchak to bless Yaakov - he can develop with no assistance.
ANSWER #5: Yitzchak became Yitzchak BECAUSE of his Toldos - the way he raised
them , built up his Gevura !
POINT: Yitzchak was an excellent parent - but Eisav was a supernaturally bad child.
QUESTION: From where did Yitzchak learn about this attribute of Divine Gevura?
ANSWER: From Hashem ! (See source #8)

MANIFESTATIONS OF DIVINE GEVURA:

BEFORE:
Look for daily examples of Hashem's Divine Gevura as He interacts with mankind.
Look at every personal misfortune / yetzer hora that you go through as training to being
a better Gibor.
Feel compelled to search out for opportunities to show Gevura even when none appear
to exist. Be a “Gevura Machine.” A day can not go by without you having overcome your
Yetzer Hora.
View a day without Gevura as a day without special Hashgacha Pratis & Brocha from
Hashem.
Do not feel that any act of Gevura is beyond your abilities.
Primarily focus on your own self-control; only afterwards work on controlling others.

DURING:
Do not do an act of Gevura because It “makes you feel good” - do it because it fulfills
Hashem’s Divine will of 1) you're emulating Hashem, 2) perfecting yourself so that
Hashem can come close to you, and 3) The Kiddush Hashem that your behaviour
produces.
Realize that every act of Gevurah to another person is also a Chesed to Hashem.
Feel that you are doing every act of Gevura as a joint partner with Hashem.
Minimize your appearance during the Gevura that you do.
Empathize with the recipients feelings; and insure that he does not feel minimized by
your Gevura.
Have the recipient feel that he is the one doing you the favor.
Areas to specially focus on Gevura: 1)monetary, 2)interpersonal, 3) parenting, and 4)
prayer.

AFTER:
Don’t EVER expect anything in return for your Gevura
Expect to use your gevura in the same area for a very long period of time.
Gevura needs Gevura — because” Kol Shegadol Me’chaveiro, Yitzro Gadol Mimenu.
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ADDENDUM:
Rabbeinu Bechayai: The Pelishtim were jealous of Yitzchak and therefore closed up
these wells. Yitzchak overpowered them, reopened the wells, and gave them the names
which had originally been used by Avraham. This, Yitzchak did in honor of his father, in
order to demonstrate that he is clinging to his father's legacy. Rabbeinu Bechayai states
that if Yitzchak was so careful not to change even the names of the wells which were
attributed to his father, how much more so must we attempt to continue in the values and
outlook of our own fathers and ancestors.
The Torah recounts how Yitzchak planted (fields) in the land of Pelishtim and received a
blessing from G-d in these plantations. (Bereishit 26:12) Many of the commentaries point
out that this was a time of famine and the land itself was difficult, yet despite this,
Yitzchak attempted to act, to invest in the future and succeeded. He demonstrated both
belief in himself and belief in Hashem.
Similarly, after having reopened the wells which had been originally dug by his father,
Yitzchak embarks on his own attempts to draw water. He too encounters resistance from
the local populous. It takes three attempts until he is allowed to keep his newly dug water
source open. At each of these three encounters, Yitzchak gives the well a name.
Da'as Sofrim: these names are very different from the sorts of names used until this
point. These names signify Yitzchak's personal history, his trials and tribulations, as he
sought to preserve them for future generations. In Yitzchak's eyes, these events
represented the depth of judgment and hardships which man can encounter in the world.
We add to this point that Yitzchak not only named the wells which he failed to secure but
also the final one which he succeeded in keeping open. This way Yitzchak left a lasting
commemoration to the attribute of perseverance. Yitzchak aimed to achieve his
goal. His first two attempts failed but he did not despair and continued until he was
successful.
POINT: Yitzchak encompasses these two aspects of gevurah. He limits himself in order
to consolidate his father's legacy. He holds back his personal will to create by becoming
subservient to his role as the second in line, the one who must continue the work of his
father before him. But Yitzchak also demonstrates physical and emotional might; he
overcomes the Pelishtim, he recovers from his losses and builds until he succeeds.
These two aspects are symbolized by the two sets of wells. The first wells were named
as they were in the time of Avraham, symbolizing continuity. The second set of wells
Yitzchak named himself to commemorate his trials and how they were overcome.
The defining event in Yitzchak’s life was the Akeidah. Although this seminal event was a
trial for Avraham, and we usually view it through his lens, it is universally referred to as
Akeidas Yitzchak, “the Binding of Yitzchak.” This title is based on a Midrash that tells us
of Yitzchak’s heroic request as he lay on the mizbeiach and prepared to be sacrificed:
“Father, | am young, and | may flinch from fear of the knife; perhaps this will invalidate
the offering. So bind me very well.”
Binding — tying and restraining — is a fitting expression for gevurah. Pirkei Avos (5:1)
famously defines a gibor not as someone who exerts his physical muscles, but as a
person who displays moral strength and conquers his evil inclination. In its ultimate form,
gevurah refers to giving up one’s life, but more commonly, it’s expressed by binding, or
restricting, one’s natural inclinations, and subjugating oneself to Hashem’s Will.
Avodah, service, is a term that refers to gevurah as well as to korbanos and tefillah. In all
these usages, the individual views himself as an eved Hashem, a servant whose raison
d’?tre is to serve his master. He has no ego and no personal agenda. Introspection,
discipline, and relinquishment of self are the hallmarks of the gevurah personality.



