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Sefer Bamidbar - Beware of Mirages - Overview on Sefer Bamidbar:

1. By the conclusion of the first 3 books of the Torah. We have the “theory” of Judaism.
2. Sefer Bamidbar shows us how well did the Jewish people do with the Torah in practice.
3. This becomes the theme of Sefer Bamidbar.

4. Story #1: Complaints about the Manna - but Chazal say it was over “Arayus.” Where did they
get that from? (Tayva)

5. Bamidbar 11,10:)°y21 TR M &N 190X NN9Y WK PONSWNY NJ2 DYN NN NUn ypwn
V1 Nwn Moses heard the people weeping, every clan apart, each person at the entrance of his
tent. The LORD was very angry, and Moses was distressed.

6. Rashi:(D"y Xn1?) 1N 1MAM M52 10RYIR OD19Y D211 D9DN) MNawn mMnNawn . nnawnd naa
DN2 MIDXIN NNy Sy— Mnawn poy Sy ,nnavny: i.e. the members of each family gathered
together and wept in order to display their discontent in public. Our Rabbis, however, said that
1"NNawnd means “the people wept because of family affairs” — because of the intermarriage of blood-
relaltives that had been forbidden to them (Sifrei Bamidbar 90; Yoma 75a).

7. Story #2: Story of Meraglim - Zohar says they did not want to lose their jobs. Where did Zohar
get that from? (Kavod)

8. Sefas Emes quoting the Zohar:“The Zohar states that the spies thought: ‘Here, (in the desert,)
we are the leaders (of Bnei Yisrael) in the Land (of Israel) we will not merit to be the
leaders.’”. According to the Zohar, they were concerned about losing their spiritual influence
by entering Eretz Yisrael, and therefore decided that for the sake of the Torah, it is better to
dwell in the Galut. But that is not the root of the problem, it is just the symptom. This would
seem to explain that, indeed, the generation of the desert, in general, were identified through
the aspect of the ‘Head.” For the generation which left Egypt, and heard the (Ten)
Commandments at Sinai, was the ‘Head’ of all the other generations. The generations then
continue as ‘Avot’ (‘Archetypes’) and ‘Toladot’ (‘Derivatives’) from the ‘Heads’ to the ‘Feet,’ as
it is stated about our generations (being) ‘lkvata d’Mashicha’ - ‘the heels of Mashi’ach.’. And
this was certainly true, for the entry in the Land of Eretz Yisrael was a level subsequent to that
level, and they did not want to descend from the level of ‘Heads.’”

9. Story #3: Story of Korach - Rashi says it was his jealousy. (Kinah) Where do Chazal get this
from?

10.Rashi, Bamidbar 16,1: 130y ,5x7y 12 19¥OK SY MKW SY XIpn) Nwn DYy pon2 NIp NNl N
DY, "Mnp 00" (LMNY) MXIY 170 NYIIR KIX TN ,NIP 10X ,1M2T0 3 5V NN )32 DY Kw) nwn
MY NINY ,I0Y12 IRY XKD TNWD NN OV IR M,NTAND TON 120 TN ,N2TA 1] WD) 11030
1127 NX SVINM MY PN 10 ,D2IN 1LPN 1NN 12 X XKW NN NIM ,DIYY. And what induced Korah
to quarrel with Moses? He was envious of the princely dignity held by Elzaphan the son of Uziel (Midrash
Tanchuma, Korach 1) whom Moses had appointed prince over the sons of Kohath although this was by the
express command of God (Numbers 3:30). Korah argued thus: “My father and his brothers were four in
number — as it is said, (Exodus 6:18) “and the sons of Kohath were [Amram and Izhar and Hebron and
Uziel]”. — “As to Amram, the eldest, his two sons have themselves assumed high dignity, one as king and
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the other as High Priest; who is entitled to receive the second (the rank next to it)? Is it not “I” who am
the son of Izhar, who was the second to Amram amongst the brothers? And yet he has appointed as
prince the son of his (Amram’s) brother who was the youngest of all of them! | hereby protest against
him and will undo his decision”.

11.POINT: This happens often in Torah - Story says 1 thing & Chazal say the other way.
12.QUESTION: Why doesn’t the Torah tell us the story accurately to begin with ?

13.Explanation thru R’ Yaakov Kamenetsky (Litvish) in lyunim Bamikra & Piasetzer Rebbe in Tzav
Vezeiruz.

14.Story of Avram & Lot - Text says he wanted fertile land. Rashi brings from Chazal that he
wanted to be with Shitufei Zima of Sdom. Where do Chazal come from?

15.Bereishis 13, 10-11:71N NNY | 9% NPWYn M2 2 17710 122792 DK KM PIY-NIN LIY RN
AYY NIAND DN YIND M2 NNy X DTD NN Lot looked about him and saw how well
watered was the whole plain of the Jordan, all of it—this was before the LORD had destroyed
Sodom and Gomorrah—all the way to Zoar, like the garden of the LORD, like the land of Egypt.

160X Dyn YK 171971 DTPR LIY YD1 17710 122792 Ny V1Y 197IN21 So Lot chose for himself the
whole plain of the Jordan, and Lot journeyed eastward. Thus they parted from each other;

17.Rashi: DNn2wa vIY 1% N2 N NVY PDY DY NI AYNT NTAR YITM .IYN TV LAY NINRIA: means AS
YOU GO wx TV to Zoar. The Midrashic explanation (Horayot 10b; Genesis Rabbah 41:7) explains it to
Lot’s discredit — just because they (the people of Sodom and Gomorrah) were addicted to lewdness did
Lot choose their locality.....2Wn% MmN Yo X¥N) ;DI1AN DY 12WN2 19 712701 DI1AX D¥NXA VD) .DTPN
PTOND KD1 D1AND ND WANK 'R AN ;DY U IINTPn XY Yo NTaX w1Tm: FROM THE EAST — He
removed from Abram and went westward of Abram — consequently he travelled from the East to the
West. A Midrashic explanation is: He wandered away from the Originator (1237 pn) of the Universe,

saying, “l want neither Abram nor his God” (Genesis Rabbah 41:7).

18.Concept of Pardes in Torah - So too there is Pardes in a Human being.
19.Moshol of an onion. Go through 4 layers of Pardes in Torah.
20.Question: Why does Torah work that way? Why not say it with the Sod first?

21.Truthfully, this is how it works with people as well. Every person is a Pardes. (explain)
Sometimes the person himself does not understand the Sod behind their own behavior.

22.This is where the problem in relationships comes from - we only look at the Pshat - not at the
Sod. They don’t know what is motivating their behaviour.

23.Torah was written in order of Pardes to teach us how to look at life.
24.Torah (especially Sefer Bamidbar) is “Case studies in human behavior /psychology.”
25.To be successful in life: “Don’t believe anything you hear and maybe %2 of what you see.”

26.600,000 Jews /letters in Torah - when you learn Torah, you learn how people behave.
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27.G-d intentionally wrote the Torah this way, in order to teach us how to look at life.

28.Story of Lot - Is Parnasa a reason to leave Avram - the greatest person in world, and he only
became wealthy by staying connected to Avram? There has to be a hidden agenda.

29.Rashi 13,5: D1ax DY 1NN NNTIY N0Y D) N .DIAX NX 15NN WHO WENT WITH ABRAM — What
brought it about that he possessed all this? The fact that he was accompanying Abram (Genesis Rabbah
41:3; Pesikta Rabbati, 11mvw).

30.Bereishis 19,18: P13 D2''ya 21V2 1012 WY DN NN KITINNIN YIR IYTNY WK M2 DY Y K370
2NIP Y¥2 IR 127DV 13T IWYR-ON XD DWINY Look, | have two daughters who have not known a man.
Let me bring them out to you, and you may do to them as you please; but do not do anything to these
men, since they have come under the shelter of my roof.”

31.Midrash Rabba: .17van IMX 1*20XAY MD N1V SY DINY2 10X DINY NINY M Y3 1IN 12 1902 21 NN
1PNIY MIND) LID OX DWYT DX PR OPNTMIN 12T DIWN NN N0 RN 12 DXNY 2N 103 InT 1T 121
NXNI XD 1NN 1NLY MXNI VI N ,T19) YR MINNYD (XN HYwn) 1NIT NN 13,19 118N 1N DX
1.

32.Moshol, A person raised in Monsey, does financially well, and decides to move to the Las Vegas
strip!

33.Look into Tzav V’zeiruz Essay #33:

34.Someone took this essay (written 100 years ago) to a psychologist, and it blew his mind.
35.Read inside the first 2 paragraphs.

36.“Emotional weak points” - in Hebrew is a “Midah Nefula.”

37.Relevance to counting Sefira to get ready for receiving gift of Torah Shavuos with Midos
development, which will enable you to use the torah properly.

38.Eg. Of Midah Nefula is when they “fall” into the wrong place.

39.Chesed - comes from Love. A person should generate love to spouse, children, family, love,
Jews, Torah, etc.

40.Piesentzer: A soul must express every Midah in the greatest way possible. E.g. Midah of Chesed
must be expressed.

41.Rule: If you don’t express love in the correct place it must express itself somewhere else,
which will be the wrong place such as other women or sports. Even it doesn’t express itself in
the highest place, it will express itself in a lower place.

42 .Moshol: people get hooked to soap operas or chick flicks - to express tears since we don’t shed
tears for the Beis Hamikdash.

43.Moshol of “Love Story.’ You cry for the girl because you don’t cry for the Temple.
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44.The problem is that the person does not even realize he has a Mida Nefula. This is psychotic
thinking.

45.A man leaves his wife for the Nanny, and has all kinds of reasons why he is correct - but HE TOO
IS CRAZY in this area.

46.Jewish Psychology will not repress the love - rather redirect it in the right direction.
47.Curing immorality is not to suppress his love for bad things, but to redirect it in holy ways.
48.“self indulgence “ - Ahava Nefula - Tayva

49.“temper tantrums” - Gevura Nefula - controlling others instead of yourself - Temper when you
cannot control others - Jealousy, because you have no self-control, and you want what others
have.

50.“ego-pride” -Tiferes Nefula - honor in the wrong place.

51.Read 3rd paragraph -“give me due honor.” This explains poor people making extravagant
weddings...going into serious debt...that is crazy behavior. “Hi! I’m crazy!!” No - everyone will
talk about me. Rather it is Tiferes Nefula - he has mercy on himself instead of others.

52.You can’t talk to crazy people, who are not rational.
53.Isn’t it crazy to worry about what other people are thinking about you?

54.“psychotic” - Meshuga Hu, Be’oso Davar!! Everything else can be normal in every other way -
but in this area he is nuts!

55.This explains how otherwise successful, normal people can be so crazy in one area.

56.End 3rd paragraph

57.Tell story of R’ Nachman & Minister who put a sign on their heads to know that they were crazy.
58.1t is a great level to know that you are crazy. The problem is that most people don’t know this.

59.This becomes the problems in marriage. One can have a midah Nefula in Chesed, the other in
Gevura, and each one doesn’t see it.

60.Back to Story #1- Manna - What was so good about Egypt? Now in the desert, they have all the
food, Parnasa they could want. But what was the cause for immorally? After they ran away from
Sinai, they gave up their Ahava to Hashem - so the Mida Nefula translates into Tayva.

61.Ramban Bamidbar 10,35: xnw 2 'n 2NN 11MKX2 NOPNIN YV ™1 11TP2 XYY 12NIW 17N 12D OIN
MY YAN 1IN DYL N PR NNPRID M 72 INK NMIYn DX AN PDam 12 MYy 12wn Dyp) nyvn
129 1N N2 XY 1K 19D D'AN NNAN P12°N2 NNNYA D 1NN 1WDIY NTAND TMKX INYD 1 w1Tn
NNYRI NIYNA NN NN NINY AN DYN XY Y'ond DNAYNN Ny 1 nn womnn mxn - They

left happily, like a young child running away from school; they said, "(Let us run) lest we receive more
commandments.”
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62.Story #2 - Spies - How could they be concerned about Hashem'’s inability to conquer Eretz
Yisroel? This is Tiferes Nefula Instead of giving Hashem Kavod, they worry about their own
Kavod - mercy on themselves - they no longer could show Rachmanus to Jewish slaves. So
instead of directing Rachmanus properly, they directed it to themselves to seek honor.

63.Story #3 - Mida Nefula of Gevura - JEALOUSY - How could he say Moshe is not the leader when
Hashem publicly, at Sinai, stamped his approval of Moshe; and when Miriam said anything bad
about Moshe, she was destroyed. Instead of having Gevura over himself & over his pesky wife,
he showed Gevura in the wrong place.

64.Pirkei Avos 4,28: D2yn 10 DIXD NX PNXIN ,TI220 MXAT NXIPD L,ININ 19p0 TYIN 117:
Rabbi Elazar Ha-kappar said: envy, lust and [the desire for] honor put a man out of the world.

65.These 3 things remove a person from the world, because he is “Meshuga Le’oso Davar."

66.SEFER BAMIDBAR - Greatest concern in the desert - that can make a person irrational? A
MIRAGE. You so badly want the water, so you can be fooled by what you see!

67.Living a Jewish life is to get through the Midbar & mirages in life. What you don’t really see in
others and even in yourself.

68.We have a beautiful conceptual understanding of Judaism after the first three books....
69.Sefer Bamidbar teaches us about all the mirages of Midos Nefulos.
70.Ask yourself: “Where do | find my behaviour in the book of Bamidbar?”

71.Bamidbar 5,12::5yn 12 N2yn MRYN NLYNII WX YN DN DINN ORIW? 1)275K 12T Speak to
the Israelite people and say to them: If any man’s wife has gone astray and broken faith with him

72.Rashi:mvy m11 102 DAY TY 1N PAXIND PN 1)N121 DY ANPK Nbwn 1,);: Our Rabbis have
taught (Midrash Tanchuma, Nasso 5): “Adulterers do never sin until a spirit of madness enters into
them”

73.Why tell us a story of the Sotah? “Ruach Shtus”

74.No one would do an Aveira unless they are crazy? Really? Not totally crazy - just Meshuga Le’oso
Davar.

75.Rashi:ninn 21oyn NRX DX ,"10 15 1WTR NN 2" 150 10 N2YNnY 11N NN AONPK NLYN ) PN RN
NLIPD NX 1D X202 1O¥NX N2Y 7ILXAY 120 ,1N20: IF ANY MAN’S WIFE GO ASIDE [AND ACT DECEITFULLY
AGAINST HIM] — What is stated above, immediately before this section? 1»n» 15 PwTp NX vz If you
withhold the gifts due to the priest (cf. Rashi on v. 10), by your life, you will have to come to him in
order to bring him your faithless wife for the ordeal by the waters (Berakhot 63a). (The translation
therefore is: “A man who remains with his holy things, not giving them to the priest, 1 1> they — the
man and his wife — will become subject to him [require his services])”.

76.Story before - give gifts to the Kohen, or you lose your wealth. Another reason to lose wealth, is
by having mistress. Wife sees the husband is losing money. Instead of attributing it to not giving
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Tzedaka, she thinks because he is supporting a mistress! Isn’t that crazy! This is the theory. But
then we get real life cases in the next Parshiyos.

77.Kli Yakar: 1n2n nunn 10yn NNX DX M'w1a DMPN 2103Y 11 18 M2MD LA ANPKR NN 1) PR RN
V'YW 102 My 0TH K2 NINNN 20YNNY A 1pn11ad pia ,ndpn NN 1Y XA 1'ON N2 7oxny N
TV 1D (121'9WN0) MNIY RXIN 12N DNY 122 wpan MDY N NN Yy NXan Y2 C1avp) 21N (0 n) ndHynd
Y11 NY DNNN W D KA INTAN XN W 7D N1 NOYAY NN NYNRNIYDY .OND 122 TV N PN
D2 NN T N2AD DYWN 11T ROW 1IN TAN DINNAY NMKXID )N TAXR i N (2 b2 ow) W'l mar
TN NOYM INYNK NLYN DRY YYn 12 NOYM 1K) 729 (L2 0120n) 12'X122 NN P2 IR 171D INRNA NN
N2 WP Yynw NN D T, TYWNN TYN 1NN MY NXINY 1Y DNAN XN 212 5N Synn nr dynia
M"Y 702N DINRM NN TANNAN NN NVIN2 INTYN XN Y O N2 NN Y ) wTipn DN N2 NN nbad
127,10 MK PPN DM YN NPN XN DX VN PIRN NPN (LN2 D) 1NN 9" D 0min np 12
11X DN YAN DN MPT'Y NN PT IN INPNK IMN NTYNY 0NN P NN DRY NOY WY mTn nr wn
N¥P 1Y UM M NYVI1 NN OINXY NINY INRNA DN MpTA2W PT 1PN INN DO TUm ar nwn npan
NPNT N'NY 171D DI NN NV DDI XIP) NDIN YW 8 Sy N MLY YO Nown 2 YN ,moxinn
MNNI MY D DIDINN WY 1AND N 7PN yn Y D N Ny Y11 Mna nomn.

78.Bamidbar 6,2:mn'7 1MN0? ) 1) T2 K291 1) NURIX WK DNZN DIDKXL DKW 112K 13T
Speak to the Israelites and say to them: If anyone, man or woman, explicitly utters a nazirite’s
vow, to set himself apart for the LORD,

79.Rashi:inxy 1 N71pYp2 NLID XN Y2Y 19 VY 7NVID NYIAY 11 NYIA N2NDI NRY ;¥ .XDaY 1)
(2 DLID) MINI T NAN NINY 10 1N means, IF HE CLEARLY UTTERS (cf. Rashi on Leviticus 22:21 and
Note thereon). — Why is the section dealing with the Nazarite placed in juxtaposition to the section
dealing with the nL1D? To tell you that he who has once seen a NnLID in her disgrace should abstain from
wine, because it may lead to adultery (Sotah 2a).

80.Nazir story follows - Lesson - as man sees how crazy she was - maybe think you can be the same
psychotic. Maybe | can learn from this.

81.1bn Ezra:omxn 1nX 0250 DYyn 2112 XY3 12T nwy IK w1 .XDYa1 ..he does something wondrous,
because most people in the world follow their lusts.

82.R’ Tzaddok explains why Mesechta Nazir comes before Sota - cause sometimes you have to look
at yourself before seeing it in others, because Hashem may not give you someone elses failure
to learn from it.

83.FIRST LESSON - REALIZE YOU ARE NUTS.
84.Finish reading the Tzav Veziruz. Last two paragraphs.

85.Example: A person analyzing why he became so angry, when he was not honoured with a
prestigious Aliya, and realizes it is the Mida Nefula of Tiferes.

86.0nce a psychotic thinker - always a psychotic thinker.

87.This is the wonder of the Nazir....has he stopped and thought about himself as well, to know
that he is crazy.
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88.That is the reason we need friends , a spouse to help us recognize and laugh at our dethroned

“deified intellect.
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Emes LeYaakov (Kamenetsky):
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