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Zohar - Love of Hashem: 

מִינהָּ נַפְקָא  וְלָא  בּהָּ  אתְִאחֲַדַת  דְּירְִאהָ  דְּפִקּוּדָא  פִּקּוּדָא.  אִיהִי  דָּא  תִּנְיָינָא   פִּקּוּדָא 
''ה. למְרְִחםַ בּרַ נָשׁ למְָארֵיהּ רְחִימוּ שְׁלִים. וּמָאן אִיהוּ רְחִימוּ  לעְָלמְִין. וְאִיהִי אהֲַבָ
 שְׁלִים. דָּא אהֲַבהָ רַבּהָ דּכִתְִיב, (בראשית י״ז:א׳) התִהְַלְֵּ לְפָנַי והְֶיהֵ תמִָים שְׁלִים
 בּרְִחִימוּתָא. וְדָא הוּא דִכתְִיב וַיֹּאמרֶ אֱלהִים יהְִי אוֹר דָּא רְחִימוּ שְׁלֵימוּתָא דְּאִקְרֵי
כְּדְקָא למְָארֵיהּ  נָשׁ  בּרַ  למְרְִחםַ  פִּקּוּדָא  אִיהוּ  והְכָָא  רַבּהָ.  אהֲַבהָ   (פקודי רנ''ד ב) 

.יְאוּת
43. The second precept is that the precept of fear is strongly attached to 
and never disconnected from the precept of love. A person should love his 
Master wholly. And what is perfect love? It is great love, as it is written, 
"walk before Me and be perfect" (Gen. 17:1). Meaning, to be whole with 
love. Thus it is written, "And Elohim said, Let there be light" (Gen. 1:3). This 
perfect love is called great love. And here it appears as a precept, that 
a person should love his Master properly.


 אמָרַ רִבִּי אֶלעְָזרָ, אַבָּא, רְחִימתְָּא בִּשְׁלִימוּ אֲנָא שׁמְעְַנָא בֵּיהּ. אמָרַ לֵיהּ אֵימָא בּרְִי
 קַמֵּי דּרְִבִּי פִּינחְסָ דּהְָא אִיהוּ בּהְַאי דַרְגָא קָאִים. אמָרַ רִבִּי אֶלעְָזרָ אהֲַבהָ רַבּהָ הַיְינוּ

אהֲַבהָ שְׁלֵימתְָּא בִּשְׁלִימוּ דּתִרְֵין סִטרְִין, וְאִי לָא אתִכְְּלִיל בּתִרְֵין סִטרְִין לָאו
44. Rabbi Elazar said: My father, I have heard that meaning of perfect love. 
He said to him: Say it, my son, in front of Rabbi Pinchas, as he is truly on 
that level. Rabbi Elazar said: Great love means perfect love, perfected 
from both sides. And if it does not include both, then



.אִיהוּ אהֲַבהָ כְּדְקָא יָאוֹת בִּשְׁלִימוּ
1. it is not a proper perfect love!


מָאן אִית  בּרְִיְ הוּא.  דְּקוּדְשָׁא  רְחִימוּ  אהֲַבהָ  אתְִפּרְַשׁ  סִטרְִין  בּתִרְֵין  תָּנִינןָ  דָּא   ועְַל 
 דּרְָחִים לֵיהּ מִגּוֹ דְּאִית לֵיהּ עוּתרָָא, אוֹרְכָּא דְּיוֹמִין, בְּנִין סחַרֲָנֵיהּ, שַׁלִּיט עַל שַׂנְאוֹי,
עֲלֵיהּ וִיהַדּרַ  בּהְִפּוּכָא  יהְֵא  להְַאי  וְאִי  רָחִים לֵיהּ.  כְָּ  וּמִגוֹ  מתִתְַּקְּנןָ לֵיהּ,   ארְָחוֹי 
 קוּדְשָׁא בּרְִיְ הוּא גִּלְגּוּלָא דְּדִינָא קַשְׁיָא, יהְֵא שַׂנְיָא לֵיהּ וְלָא ירְִחםֵ לֵיהּ כְּלָל. וּבְגִין

.כְָּ רְחִימוּ דָא לָאו אִיהוּ אהֲַבהָ דְּאִית לֵיהּ עִקּרָָא
2. This is why we have learned that the love of the Holy One, blessed be 
He, is explained in two ways. There is he who loves Him because he is rich, 
has length of life, his children are around him, he rules his enemies, and he 
succeeds in his ventures. Because of all these, he loves Him. But if it were 
the opposite, if the Holy One, blessed be He, were to turn the wheel of 
fortune against him and replace this with harsh judgment, he would then 
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hate Him and not love Him at all. Therefore, this love is not a love that has a 
base.
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 רְחִימוּ דְּאִקְרֵי שְׁלִים ההַוּא דּהְוֲֵי בּתִרְֵין סִטרְִין בֵּין בְּדִינָא בֵּין בְּטִיבוּ. ותְִקּוּנָא דְּארְָחוֹי
 דּרְָחִים לֵיהּ למְָארֵיהּ כּמְהָ דּתְִנֵינןָ אֲפִלּוּ הוּא נָטִיל נִשׁמְתְָָ מִינְָ. דָּא אִיהוּ רְחִימוּ
 שְׁלִים דּהְוֲֵי בּתִרְִין סִטרְִין (יז ע''ב). ועְַל דָּא אוֹר דּמְעֲַשׂהֵ ברְֵאשִׁית נָפַק וּלְבתָרַ אִגְנִיז.
 כַּד אִגְנִיז נָפַק דִּינָא קַשְׁיָא וְאתִכְְּלִילוּ תּרְֵין סִטרְִין כּחְֲדָא למְהֶוֱֵי שְׁלִימוּ דָּא אהֲַבהָ

.כְּדְקָא יְאוּת
3. The love that is called whole is that love that is included from both 
sides, from both Judgment, Chesed and success. He should love the 
Holy One, blessed be He, as we have learned; even if He was to take 
away your soul. This is the perfect love that includes both aspects. And 
because of this, the light of the acts of Creation was revealed and then 
hidden. When it was hidden, harsh judgment came forth and both aspects 
became united and reached perfection. This is proper love.


 נָטְלֵיהּ רִבִּי שׁמִעְוֹן וּנְשָׁקֵיהּ. אתֲָא רִבִּי פִּינחְסָ וּנְשָׁקֵיהּ וּברֵָכֵיהּ וְאמָרַ בּוְַדַּאי קוּדְשָׁא
 בּרְִיְ הוּא שַׁדּרְַנִי הכָָא. דָּא הוּא (לעיל דף י''א ע''א) נהְִירוּ דַּקִּיק דְּאמָרְוּ לִי דְּאתִכְְּלִיל
''ה  בְּבֵיתָאִי וּלְבתָרַ נהִָיר כָּל עָלמְָא. אמָרַ רִבִּי אֶלעְָזרָ וַדַּאי לָא אִיצְטרְִיְ לְאתְִנְשֵׁי ירְִאָ
 בּכְָל פִּקּוּדִין, כָּל שׁכְּןֵ בְּפִקּוּדָא דָא אצְִטרְִיְ ירְִאהָ לְאתְִדַּבְּקָא בּהְַאי. הֵיְ אתְִדַּבְּקָא.
 אהֲַבהָ אִיהִי בּסְִטרְָא חַד טַב כּמְהָ דְּאתִּמְרָ דְּיהַָב עוּתרְָא וְטַב אוֹרְכָּא דְחַיֵּי בְּנֵי מְזוֹנֵי,
 כְּדֵין אִיצְטרְִיְ לְאתַעְרָָא ירְִאהָ וּלמְִדְחַל דְּלָא יִגרְוֹם חוֹבָא. ועְַל דָּא כּתְִיב, (משלי כח)
''ה ''ה בְּאהֲַבָ 
.אַשׁרְֵי אָדָם מְפחֵַד תּמִָיד, בְּגִין דּהְָא כָּלִיל ירְִאָ
4. Rabbi Shimon hugged and kissed him. Then Rabbi Pinchas came and 
kissed and blessed him. He then said: Certainly, the Holy One, blessed be 
He, has sent me here. This is that tiny ray of light that I was told shines in 
my house, and later on shall lighten up the entire world." Rabbi Elazar said: 
Certainly, fear should not be omitted from the precepts, especially from this 
one (love). So fear should be attached to it. How is it attached? Love brings 
good from one side. As it is explained: when the Holy One, blessed be He, 
gives a person riches and all goodness, length of life, children, and 
sustenance, then that person should arouse in himself fear. And he should 
be afraid of what the sin might bring upon him. Of this it is written, "Happy 
is the man that fears always" (Proverbs 28:14), because fear is now 
included with love.




3





4


