WESTMOUNT SHUL & LEARNING CENTRE WANTING TO BE CLOSE - SOURCES

Wanting to Be Close

Numbered Hebrew-English Source Sheet
Developed and Presented by Rabbi Yossi Michalowicz
Based on Rav Shimshon Dovid Pinkus, Tiferes Shimshon, Bereishis, pp. 1v-ay.

1. Bereishis 1:16 - Two Great Luminaries
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Hashem made the two great luminaries: the great luminary to govern the day, the

small luminary to govern the night, and the stars.

Bereishis 1:16.

2. Chullin 60b - The Complaint and the Diminution
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Rabbi Shimon ben Pazi raised a difficulty: it is written, “He made the two great
luminaries,” yet it is also written, “the great luminary and the small luminary.” The
moon said before Hashem: Master of the world, can two kings use one crown? He
said to it: Go and diminish yourself. It said before Him: Master of the world,
because I said something reasonable before You, should I diminish myself?
Chullin 60b.

3. Chullin 60b - Day and Night; Days and Years
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He said to it: Go and rule by day and by night. It answered: What greatness is
there in that? What does a lamp accomplish in daylight? He said: Let Israel count
days and years by you. It answered: They must also reckon the seasonal cycles by
the day [the sun], as it is written, “They shall be for signs, appointed times, days,
and years.”

Chullin 60b.

4. Chullin 60b - Tzaddikim Called Small
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Let tzaddikim be called by your name: Yaakov the small, Shmuel the small, Dovid
the small. He saw that its mind was still not settled.

Chullin 60b.

Rabbi Yossi Michalowicz 1/4



WESTMOUNT SHUL & LEARNING CENTRE WANTING TO BE CLOSE - SOURCES

5. Chullin 60b - The Offering of Rosh Chodesh
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Hashem said: Bring an atonement for Me for having diminished the moon. This
corresponds to the teaching of Rabbi Shimon ben Lakish: What distinguishes the
goat offering of Rosh Chodesh, concerning which “for Hashem” is stated? Hashem
said: This goat offering shall be an atonement for My having diminished the moon.

Chullin 60b; Bamidbar 28:15.
6. Rashi on Bereishis 1:16 - The Accompanying Stars
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“And the stars”: Because He diminished the moon, He increased its accompanying
host to appease it.
Rashi on Bereishis 1:16.
7. Why Not Restore the Moon?
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Why, then, is an offering needed? If Hashem acknowledged that He should not
have diminished the moon, He could have corrected the situation and restored it to
its original greatness! Yet we see that He did not do so. Hashem said, as it were:
This is how it must be, but at the same time atonement is also required here.

Tiferes Shimshon, Bereishis, p. Tv.
8. Tehillim 36:10 - The Source of Light
IR N1 )DIND DHD 7R RV 1D

For with You is the source of life; in Your light we see light.
Tehillim 36:10.
9. The Moon’s True Request - Two Crowns
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Why should there not be two crowns, each one receiving for itself from the Source?
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This was the moon’s desire: to receive the light of Hashem’s countenance directly,
without intermediaries or barriers; to receive directly from the Creator!

Tiferes Shimshon, Bereishis, p. ny.
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10. A Good Desire and Its Expression
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This is indeed a good and proper request: it desires to cleave to Hashem Himself.

But the language the moon used carried the implication of a complaint. [Perhaps

this is because it said, “Two kings cannot use...” and mentioned both of them,

rather than immediately stating its own desire and intention.] It sounded as though
its main concern was not to be subordinate to the sun.

Tiferes Shimshon, Bereishis, p. ny.

11. The Tests Reveal Its Intention
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If the moon remained unappeased even after all the attempts to appease it, this

showed that its request arose from a genuine and sincere desire for closeness to
Hashem, rather than secondary motives of competition, jealousy, or honour.

Tiferes Shimshon, Bereishis, p. 1y.

12. Kiddush Hachodesh and the Divine Source
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The sanctification of the month does not depend on the sun, but on the word of
Hashem in the mouths of beis din, sanctifying the month through the power of
Torah. Torah is identified here with Hashem. Through this the moon was appeased,

because it became attached to the source of kedushah, and from there receives its
light and strength.

Tiferes Shimshon, Bereishis, p. 1v.

13. Rosh Hashanah 20a - Beis Din and the Calendar
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This accords with the statement of Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi: pressure may be
exerted on witnesses concerning a new moon seen at its proper time in order to

extend the month; pressure is not exerted on witnesses concerning a new moon
not seen at its proper time in order to sanctify it.

Rosh Hashanah 20a.
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14. Why Smallness Remains Necessary

71{7'7 712 My RINY M 71 D .N10{7 NINYT7 7Y — N7'UNN DN 71§77 21X 11D 72X
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But since you wish to receive directly from Hashem, you must be small. Only one

who is humble can receive from Hashem! If you are great like the sun, you will not

be able to receive from Me. Do you want to receive directly from the Creator? You

must diminish yourself. The more you diminish yourself, the more you will merit
the light of Hashem’s countenance.

Tiferes Shimshon, Bereishis, p. 1v.

15. Rabbi Twerski - The Patient Who Became His Teacher

Rabbi Dr. Abraham Twerski asked Isabel, a patient who had achieved sobriety, to
introduce him to Alcoholics Anonymous. Her experience opened an important path
of learning for him.

Story references: Morashd, edition 111 (June 2021), “Rabbi Dr. Twerski, ZT”L’; Rabbi Abraham ]J.
Twerski, “Diamonds” (reproduced by SEED), referring to “My Teacher, Isabel.”

16. Beitzah 16a - The Year’s Sustenance

DI' NRXINI NINAY NXXINN YIN ,DNI900 OI' TV MWD WX 17 DAIN7 DTR 7V 'Miim 72
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A person’s sustenance is allotted from Rosh Hashanah until Yom Kippur, except for
expenses for Shabbos, Yom Tov, and his children’s Torah education. If he spends
less on these, his provision is reduced; if he adds, his provision is increased.

Beitzah 16a.

17. Bareich Aleinu - Asking Hashem for Blessing
102N 7N NRX N2 ... .NQI07 ADRIAND 1M 72 DY NRTD MWD DY 11778 0117V )02
0w

Bless for us, Hashem our God, this year and all its kinds of produce for good. ...
Blessed are You, Hashem, Who blesses the years.

Weekday Amidah, Birkat Hashanim (opening and closing excerpts).

Kavanah for this class: “Hashem, I want Your blessing. Help me pursue my
livelihood honestly, in accordance with Your will, and let what enters my home
carry Your blessing.”

The emphasis on honest earnings is an application developed in this class. People may be the
channels of Hashem’s giving; our dependence is on Him.
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