Westmount Shul & Learning Centre

Lech Lecha: The Courage to Be a Jew

Source Sheet and Teaching Notes | 37 17 nw1o

Presented by Rabbi Yossi Michalowicz:

Source numbers match the complete class. English translations are editorial; [...] marks omitted text.
Current-event notes dated October 19, 2026 follow the Torah sources.
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072N passed through the land as far as the place of DJW, as far as 1717 J17X; the Canaanites were then in
the land.
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I will state a principle to understand throughout the coming passages concerning 012K, PT1X?, and 2pY”:
a great matter our Sages expressed briefly, saying, “Everything that happened to the patriarchs is a
sign for their descendants.” [...] All these accounts teach about the future: when an event happens to
a prophet among the three patriarchs, he discerns what has been decreed for his descendants. [...]
Therefore the Holy One, blessed be He, established 0i112X in the land and enacted representations of
everything that would happen to his descendants. Understand this.

Supporting references
3 1,27 N"WN12 9y W1 072N’s prayer at DJW for 2PY”’s sons in their future battle.

4 > 2’ DPWR12 %Y 17am7 D1aR’s descent, oppression, deliverance, and wealth in Egypt foreshadow his
descendants’ experience.

5 1,29 121 X% 71W’s merit protects the women in Egypt. This W77 mentions one exception.
6 7’ .27 N°WRI2 Y "W 17W concealed in a chest on entering Egypt.

7 70,7 NPWRI2 DY WA -1 T N7WRIA The rescue of D17; 1Y77X and the weakening at 17. ””WN
relates that weakening to the future idolatrous calf.

8 WA The opposing army numbered 2.4 million soldiers, as cited from a WA7TA.
9 1,XY N’WN12 Y W1 122 changes 2PY”’s terms one hundred times.
10 D ,2% N*WN12 DY W1 2Py’ prepares for a gift, prayer, and war.

Two readings of Jewish strength

11 2,7 017Y ;:2”Y T N1D7a

M7D3" 122027 ,PRIW? PRIW DW INDHA 712 WPW DN WNRA 1M AR K? 710 7300 I 27 NN
DRIw? NPIN2 o1p ;T $1pab 70N KDY ADD) 20 117 Y¥INn K29yna L"PRIWw? nPINa 0Ip 501N KD
."07991371 237 11 77R10" (ANIW WP M7 127001 1T 11 7271 197K (XY 12 113 27 10K

Rabbi 13117 said: Why is there no 113 in "WN? Because it contains the downfall of the enemies of Israel, as
it is written: “She has fallen; she will not rise again, the virgin of Israel.” In the West they interpreted it

! Much of the central idea of this class was heard from Rabbi Shaul Gold over 25 years ago.
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https://mechon-mamre.org/p/pt/pt0112.htm#6
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https://he.wikisource.org/wiki/%D7%A8%D7%9E%D7%91%22%D7%9F_%D7%A2%D7%9C_%D7%91%D7%A8%D7%90%D7%A9%D7%99%D7%AA_%D7%99%D7%91_%D7%99
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https://he.wikisource.org/wiki/%D7%A8%D7%9E%D7%91%22%D7%9F_%D7%A2%D7%9C_%D7%91%D7%A8%D7%90%D7%A9%D7%99%D7%AA_%D7%99%D7%91_%D7%95
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this way: “She has fallen and will fall no more; arise, virgin of Israel!” T3> 72 7721 17 said: Even so,
117 returned and supported them through divine inspiration, saying: “DWi1 supports all who fall.”

“Enemies of Israel” is a euphemism for Israel; “the West” means ?XW? yIX. The verse is D10y 5:2; T17’s
answer is D77°11N 145:14.
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“And from among his brothers”: From those who were less powerful and did not look like mighty
warriors, lest Pharaoh make them his soldiers. These were ]2IX7, 11VNW, "5, 1OWW’, and 1"17311, whose
names i1WNA did not repeat when blessing them. [...] This is the wording of 1727 N’WX12, an aggadic work
of the Land of Israel. But in our Babylonian X771, X122 X121 92, those whose names rWnA repeated were
the weak ones, and those were brought before Pharaoh. i17177”’s name was repeated for another reason, not
because of weakness, as explained in X127 X12.
Underlying passages: 127 N"WX12 95:4 and XM X212 92a. In the *222 account with *”M, the five are 7,
12121, 73, AWK, and *?NDJ; T is the stated exception.

Boldness in serving own

13 2,7 NAN 7awn
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0N 25T 1
N1°N 12 7717 says: Be bold as a leopard, light as an eagle, swift as a deer, and mighty as a lion, to do
the will of your Father in heaven. He used to say: The brazen-faced are destined for D13°1°], and the
shamefaced for ]V J1. May it be Your will, OWi our God, that You rebuild Your city speedily in our
days, and grant us our portion in Your m711.

The printed 7IWnN says “rebuild Your city”; the lecture uses the familiar Temple-prayer wording.

14 N 112°0 0”1 7N N

,TIXN MIWY? yEn DIX D°nYDWw 5% .71an” X127 NTIAYa 9173 50 KIiw *nh "Mnad 't oinm
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SIS MwYbn
He began with “bold as a leopard” because this is a great principle in serving the blessed Creator.

Sometimes a person wants to perform a 111371 but refrains because people mock him. He therefore
warned you to show resolve before the mockers and not refrain from performing the F113n.

The 71V opens with all four animals. 717 J1?1W 1:1 opens with the lion; X”1n7 adds that one should not
be ashamed before mockers.

15 *19 ¥”91° 777 ,°2°9:°0 NaR "D By oonw onb ,prays
The y”1y°, Rabbi 1”10y 2py° (1697-1776), lived in Altona, then under Danish rule and now part of
Hamburg. His N1IN commentary appeared in NI1ANX 7V in 1751, the year his dispute with JN2171” °217

’W21”°NX became public. No specific event is established as the occasion for this comment; its composition
date is unknown.

Historical references: Publication history, p. 7; The 1751 dispute.
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https://www.shmh.de/1751-landmarks-the-amulet-controversy-additional-info/
https://jewishlibraries.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/SchiffmanText2017.pdf
https://www.sefaria.org/Lechem_Shamayim_on_Pirkei_Avot.5.20.3
https://he.wikisource.org/wiki/%D7%98%D7%95%D7%A8_%D7%90%D7%95%D7%A8%D7%97_%D7%97%D7%99%D7%99%D7%9D_%D7%90
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The author’s own 13 abbreviations are retained. The digitized text reads 111’117, evidently for N1’f17; its
spelling is retained here.

72 X . INANT 1730 ROW .MIWNA TINN TWRA 173V 10 7D 23WNT IRIRT TN IR0 a0 30
TR RDDI NP LRI 21T RPD NRNRA LRD 120D 101 .0TPWw R 7Y wp 1% PR TIRIY R0
K7 IPNW 1XI2 PITAT.7IRA 022718 "NPA0 NIRIPA 12772 .97 "RI1NDA 0°HYD D 1ML DPWwInni

12712 1IN

“May it be Your will,” etc. This statement cries out, “Interpret me!” For what place does a request and
supplication have in the 1JWnN? We have found nothing else like it. Moreover, at first sight it seems to
have no connection with what precedes it. What is it doing here? It is truly a great wonder. Still more
astonishing is that the commentators, who have so often taken the trouble to indulge in verbal padding in
many places that need no explanation, have remained silent here and said nothing about it.

PW 7Y% MNMNW 227 NPWR YR TINRT NI *220 17 WK ORW K1 927 K27 NN 7y 7N
9 137N 270 DY .ANIYT NPT 13771 D02 1301712 1PWIYT 13 9033 Y 1aR ahnnn mIw avyn
NKR 13P7T PN .RINN Y27 Y20 221 RNPRTIT .Y 22127 72130 an1pnn 7113 WK 12 .07 DIpn
071222 127 PPAR K17 ORI .0TRT 27 NPIDN 71°72) PINW 137 R2P70 "DR? WK 77729 77w 171771090
NIYI N7 1% MIPRT NN L.OTR PWINT2N IR (123 K2 73w 2w 770K K72 X290 01710 Swna 197)

(>NDT 77 NI177 RI7IT 20K NI PR 2700 92 700213780 197)

In my modest judgment, I said: surely this is something that cannot be left unexplained. I considered it
and took it to heart: it returns to the preceding matter, where he first commanded us to be bold as a
leopard, etc. But now, in our exile, our strength and might have fallen away, and the heart and its courage
have been taken from us. For place makes the difference. Thus, “a man who wanders from his place”:
the exile’s heart is not with him. As we find concerning the elders of Athens: he saw that they were
subdued; he brought some of their own soil and cast it upon them, and they became defiant before the
king. Thus a foreign land subdues a person’s heart, even if he is stouthearted among the mighty.
(Likewise the common proverb: a dog away from its own place does not bark for seven years.) A person’s
native land, however, restores to him the quality of boldness. (Similarly, we find with *37n 92 *n7: “If
you were in my place, I would show you my sharpness.”)
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19yn

Therefore he prayed, “May it be Your will that You rebuild Your city,” etc., so that the quality of
boldness we need will return to us in its fullness. But there is reason to fear that its benefit may be
canceled out by the harm it brings. This quality readily brings harm, since boldness makes people more
disposed to sin. So it happened formerly, when Israel were on their own soil: from an abundance of good
they rebelled, and their boldness became a stumbling stone and an obstructing rock, making them brazen
toward Heaven.

D2% MAWY onaw NuUyn N2 wenm? 1°%an 770 NR12 0 2™ 01N 13pPh T NN anR b
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For this reason he said afterward, “And grant us our share in Your 171N.” That is: You have created 171N
as a remedy, to weaken the force of their boldness, to break and subdue their heart. As our Sages said in
the chapter 177X 1°N: “IT11N was given to Israel only because they are bold”; otherwise, no nation or people
could stand against them. Thus, when You grant us our share in Your 171N, we are already protected from
the harmful side of the quality of boldness, which is especially strong in us in ?XW* yIN. We will then
use it only to do Your will.
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Y2327 X1 MDA NYEI PIY 127990 710NW DUYN Ny 1R .WRIAna NOYING 1w 1DING T
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In this way we will obtain the desired benefit and escape its harm, even though the yoke of exile’s
servitude is removed from us and the nature of a foreign land no longer subdues us, as stated above. For
the 17N, which weakens the force of boldness for our good, is nevertheless sufficient. This is
unquestionably a finely fitting explanation. See also what I wrote in 2?¥” N”1, concerning the Sabbath
N0 prayer, folio 366a.
Immediately preceding comment, 32w D% 5:20:2 (excerpt) [text]
7252 257 PR 17395 ROR 1Y 717 90K KRP1.097 YIS .An2wn Myt .07 wn nTayh oK

Even in serving God, humility is praiseworthy, and one should walk modestly. “Be bold” refers only to
courage of heart.

The Talmudic passage cited here is 1X”2 25b. The source joins the restoration of needed boldness with
r1N’°s restraint of its harmful side.
71N and the Land of Israel

16 2,27 N°WN12 %Y W7 ;3-2,2% NPWRI2 Angels of PXW?” PN come to meet 2P and escort him into
the Land.

17 U .7 Ninnon1 0°2%n Moo ,0”an7 Supporting reference on leaving XMW’ PN for 171N study,
marriage, rescue of property, or commerce; the 12711 continues with qualifications.

18 N ,2° NYWNRI2

SR WK PINTONTIN 07207 T2 W 77772 0IK0K TR
DOWil said to 072N: Go forth from your land, from your birthplace, and from your father's house, to the
land that I will show you.

The closing reading “I will show you who you can be” is the lecture’s homily, attributed to an unnamed
rabbi.

19 12 X’ NPWN12 PV W7 "W cites the Midrashic account of 012NR’s deliverance from the fiery
furnace.
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Current events and the opening questions

The prisoner count

Matzav reported 47 imprisoned bochurim and avreichim on October 15, citing Nosnim Gav’s list for tefillah.
Emess reported on October 16 that two further imprisonments raised the count in Prison 10 to 49 for Shabbos
Noach. The count includes married avreichim. Say “49 were reported imprisoned going into Shabbos”; an exact
October 19 total has not been verified. Do not add later arrest reports to this count without accounting for releases
and overlapping cases.

Why the demonstrations

The legal issue is noncompliance with military draft requirements. Opponents understand the arrests as a threat to
continued Torah learning and their religious way of life. On October 18, demonstrators aligned with Rav Tzvi
Friedman blocked Highway 4 near Gan Yavne after two students received twenty-day sentences. Distinguish that
faction’s tactics from the broader chareidi community and its concern for Torah learners.

Rav Dov Lior’s psak

The reported ruling permits Jews to take olives from Palestinian Arab groves in Yehudah and Shomron without the
owners’ permission, arguing that the land remains Jewish property and harvesting expresses Jewish possession.
Other rabbanim reject that application and invoke the prohibition of theft from non-Jews. A police complaint
prompted consideration of a criminal investigation; no conviction or jail sentence is established by these reports.
The detailed halachic dispute belongs to the Shabbos morning class.

The question to carry through the class

What distinguishes azus d’kedushah from destructive chutzpah? Neither intensity of conviction nor possession of
state authority is sufficient to determine whether a particular action is right. The question is what Torah requires, in
both the goal and the means.

Reporting references

Matzav - October 15 - 47 reported imprisoned

Emess - October 16 - count reported as 49

Yeshiva World - October 18 - Highway 4 protest

Times of Israel - October 16 - ruling and rabbinic objections
Jerusalem Post - October 18 - police complaint

Matzav - October 18 - possible investigation

Closing the circle before the tefillah

The Yaavetz supplies the connection

Return explicitly to source 15, Lechem Shamayim on Avos 5:20. A person’s native land restores boldness; that
same quality can lead to rebellion. The request to rebuild the city therefore needs the accompanying request for our
portion in Torah. This is the class’s spiritual interpretation, not an exhaustive explanation of political events.

Apply the teaching to each opening story

The learners’ resolve, the demonstrators’ conduct, the state’s use of authority, and the olive-harvest dispute all
require Torah to guide the use of strength. Defending Torah must itself follow Torah. Respect for a rav does not
settle a disputed psak; disagreement does not itself establish criminality. Avoid labeling an entire community holy
or unholy.

Move from concern to prayer

Ask for Torah, wisdom and yiras Shamayim in leadership, and humility and teshuvah in ourselves. Introduce the
Rabbi’s Mi Sheberach as one tefillah encompassing soldiers and defenders, Torah learners and those detained, the
leaders and the whole people. Recite the complete bilingual prayer on the next page.
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https://matzav.com/rabbinic-ruling-under-fire-rav-dov-lior-faces-possible-criminal-investigation-over-halachic-decision-on-palestinian-olive-harvests/
https://www.jpost.com/israel-news/article-912092
https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/hardline-rabbi-issues-ruling-allowing-jews-to-take-palestinian-olives-moderate-rabbinic-group-slams-decision/
https://www.theyeshivaworld.com/news/israel-news/2611067/protests-charedi-demonstrators-block-highway-4-over-arrests-of-yeshiva-bochurim.html
https://www.emess.co.il/radio/1945366
https://matzav.com/47-yeshiva-bochurim-behind-bars-torah-learners-to-spend-shabbos-parshas-noach-in-israeli-military-prison/

Mi Sheberach for the Jewish People and Complete Redemption
nN7Y N7IN271 78W DY DI7YW7 )Naw N

Rabbi Yossi Michalowicz - Westmount Shul & Learning Centre

May He Who blessed our forefathers Avraham, Yitzchak
and Yaakov, Moshe and Aharon, David and Shlomo, bless
and protect all our fellow Jews living in the Holy Land: the
soldiers of the Israel Defense Forces and all who defend our
people; those who study and teach Torah; and all our
people who dwell in the Land — men and women, elderly
and children — as we pray for their welfare.

May the Holy One, blessed be He, shelter them in His
mercy, thwart the plans of their enemies, and grant their
defenders wisdom, strength and deliverance. May He return
them home alive and in peace, and heal our people’s
wounds, both physical and emotional. May He strengthen
those devoted to Torah and grant them freedom and
tranquillity to serve Him. May He mercifully restore to
freedom those detained from among our Torah learners, and
enable them to return peacefully to their homes and their
learning.

May He bless the Holy Land with abundant goodness, bring
an end to poverty and deprivation within it, and provide
every family with a dignified livelihood. May He place love
and brotherhood within our hearts, and increase charity and
kindness among us.

May He protect all our fellow Jews, wherever they live,
from hatred, persecution and violence. May He frustrate the
designs of those who hate our people, and grant His people
security and peace wherever they may be.

May He grant the leaders of our people in Eretz Yisrael
wisdom and reverence for Heaven, to guide the Land
according to His holy Torah and halachah, with justice,
kindness and peace. May He turn the hearts of all our
people, in the Holy Land and wherever they dwell
throughout the world, to return to Him in complete
repentance — teshuvah sheleimah — and to fulfil His will
wholeheartedly. In the merit of our teshuvah, may He
hasten our redemption. May He gather our dispersed people
and bring us Mashiach Tzidkeinu. May His sovereignty be
revealed to all humanity, and may all recognize that He
alone is King over all the earth, speedily in our days. And
let us say: Amen.
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