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Current events and the question of holy chutzpah
Before we begin tonight, we need to understand what is happening in Eretz Yisrael.

Going into this past Shabbos, a report put the number of yeshiva bochurim and avreichim in military
prison at forty-nine. Think about that: young men, including married men, spending Shabbos behind
bars, away from their families and their batei midrash.

The legal issue is their failure to comply with military draft requirements. But those protesting see
something much deeper: an attempt to force young men away from a life devoted to Torah, and to
make imprisonment the price of remaining committed to that life.

That helps explain the demonstrations we are seeing. On Sunday morning, protesters associated with
Rav Tzvi Friedman’s faction blocked Highway 4 near Gan Yavne. The immediate trigger was the
imprisonment of two yeshiva students who had each received twenty-day sentences. Traffic was
stopped, confrontations followed, and police eventually cleared the road.

We should distinguish the broader concern for Torah learners from the particular tactics of particular
groups. The chareidi community is not one organization, and concern about the arrests does not mean
everyone endorses every roadblock. But without understanding what the protesters believe is at stake
—the future of Torah learning—we cannot understand why the response is so intense.

Now consider a second story.

Rav Dov Lior, a senior Religious Zionist rav in his nineties, issued a psak permitting Jews to take
olives from Palestinian Arab groves in Yehudah and Shomron without the owners’ permission. That is
the issue plainly stated: may Jews go into those groves and harvest the Arabs’ olives for themselves?

His reported reasoning is that the land remains the inheritance of the Jewish people, and that harvesting
its produce can express Jewish possession of the land. Other rabbanim dispute that conclusion. They
maintain that the prohibition against theft applies to a non-Jew’s property as well, and that individuals
cannot simply take property on the strength of a national claim to the land.

! Much of the central idea of this class was heard from Rabbi Shaul Gold over 25 years ago.
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A police complaint has been filed, and authorities are examining whether to open a criminal
investigation. We are not reporting that Rav Lior has been sentenced to jail. We are discussing the
prospect of criminal proceedings against a senior rav over a published halachic ruling.

On Shabbos morning, we will examine the psak and the competing Torah arguments more carefully.
Tonight, notice the larger question. The imprisoned Torah learners come from the chareidi world. Rav
Lior comes from the Religious Zionist world. These are very different approaches to the state, yet both
stories raise questions about what happens when religious conviction comes into conflict with state
authority.

And now we come to our subject: chutzpah.

It takes extraordinary resolve to say, “Even prison will not make me abandon what I believe Hashem
requires of me.” But determination alone cannot tell us whether a particular action is right. Someone
else can be equally determined and be terribly mistaken.

When is standing firm holy chutzpah—azus d’kedushah? When does it become arrogance? When is a
protest defending Torah, and how must Torah govern the way that protest is conducted? When does
exercising authority serve the Jewish people, and when does power become deaf to Torah?

We cannot answer those questions merely by asking who is louder, who holds office, or who belongs
to our camp. We have to ask what Torah demands.

That is the question we will take into Lech Lecha: how does Avraham Avinu teach us to possess the
courage to stand against the world, while remaining completely subject to the will of Hashem?

News references and the dated prisoner count appear in the accompanying notes.

Introduction to the patriarchs

After having the soldiers with us this past week, I wanted to dedicate tonight’s learning in their honour
and explore a question their visit brings into focus:

| What does it mean to have Jewish courage?

This week’s 171N portion is 77 72 NW1D. We now come to that special time of the year where we're
introduced to our grandparents. And over the next few weeks, they're especially very enjoyable weeks
to get reacquainted with pT1X” D712AN and 2pY°.

I want to share with you a very famous principle in the i1710. We'll give you a couple ideas, and then
the class will focus on one specific application. And we'll talk about a topic that's near and dear to my
heart, and I'm sure many other people's hearts. We are introduced to 132X Oi772N in great detail. These
are his two N1"W1D, 77 77 and X171 and 71W **11. 77 77 and X1 primarily as he goes through his ten
tests. And initially when God tells him to go leave his birthplace, so he goes to the land of Canaan.

1727 and the pattern for the children

In chapter 12, verse 6, it says, And 012N passed through in the land, until the place of OJW, until a
place called 1777 117X, and the Canaanites were still living in the land. And this is just one example of
many, many examples of the 11N giving us seemingly unimportant details about the story of the
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patriarchs. And as we read this, there's some very important things obviously there, and there's a lot of
things that seem to be kind of detail work that we think would not be important.

Original source [1] 1,3° N’WX1]

PINT IX *IPIDTT 50 17K TY DOW Dipn TY 1IN 01N 2P

072X passed through the land as far as the place of DJW, as far as 17172 J17X; the Canaanites were
then in the land.

This is one example. Like, does it really matter where he stopped off when he came to the land of
Israel? Is it really that important? It's important he passed his tests. And if he stopped in ?X 1”2 instead
of 0DW, would it make a difference? So this is the nature of a lot of the details. And we're going to
share with you a piece of 1”21m7 from Nachmanides, where he lays down a fundamental principle,
which you should use throughout the book of Genesis. And this is what he says.

And DTN passed through the land. 772727 says, I will tell you a principle by which you will
understand all the coming portions of Scripture concerning D12R, 21X, and 2pY”. It is indeed a great
matter which our rabbis mentioned briefly, saying, whatever has happened to the patriarchs is a
sign to the children. £°325 J72°0 MIAN WPN. MIANR 7WYN. The things that happen to the patriarchs,
the actions of the patriarchs, the things that happen to them. J1°0 is a sign for what will happen to the
children. What does it mean?

172m7 explains. It is for this reason that the verses narrate at great length the account of the journeys of
the patriarchs, the digging of the wells, and other events. Now someone may consider them
unnecessary and of no useful purpose.

| But in truth, they all serve as a lesson for the future.

When an event happens to any one of the three patriarchs, that which is decreed to happen to his
children can be understood. Now this principle can be understood on many levels.

Original source [2] 1,2’ N"WXJ2 9y 17an

2217 2172 170y NI ,2PY1 PRSY DITNAN 1732 NINAT N1PWIDa 922 MIX 7an 970 77 IR
YOI 71902 072IN211 127K 1971 .0%32% 1790 MaRD PIRW fn B2 (11AKT,778R 7772 1370120
D9YIN 02 PR DN 0°127 07 19K D2 AWINT 2Wwn1 ,0°7pR0 IRWT NN N7YOm
T 12T 1300 11207 MART NWRWNR K227 7R3 K127 WK 70,7 0pn By mbh 0oRa 0

Rivalviab

I will state a principle for you to understand throughout all the coming passages concerning
DIMAR, pPrX°, and 2pY°. It is a great matter that our Sages mentioned briefly when they said:
Everything that happened to the patriarchs is a sign for their descendants. The verses
therefore describe at length their journeys, the digging of wells, and other events. A person
considering them might think these are unnecessary details with no purpose. Yet they all teach
about the future, for when an event happens to a prophet from among the three patriarchs, he can
discern from it what has been decreed to happen to his descendants.
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The patriarchs lay the foundation

On one level, we look at ONANR, PrX°, and 1j?Y” as our patriarchs. The reason they are called our
patriarchs, they're the N12N, is because they are blazing a trail for the Jewish people. They are laying
the foundation for the Jewish people. We know it's much more difficult to blaze a trail than to follow a
trail that's already been cleared. And many of the things that 072N does will lay the groundwork for
what the Jews will do later as well.

It is for this reason that the Holy One caused Di172N to take possession of the land and symbolically
did to him all that was destined to happen in the future to his children. Understand this principle. So,
for example, over here in this passage, he goes to 02W. Why does he go to DJW? Because he sees in
the future that there's going to be a terrible calamity happening in 02W. His children are going to go to
war against the inhabitants of 0JW, and there's going to be great risk and danger to them. And 012N's
praying now, because he sees in the future that there's going to be a great war in 0JW.

Original source [2] 1,3° N’WX1] 5y 1772m

AT 127,971 Mwyn? TNy %32 NnT 1 Awy,PaRa DA DX TMApn P 727071 L]

[...] Therefore the Holy One, blessed be He, established 0i112N in the land and enacted for him
representations of everything that would happen to his descendants in the future. Understand this.

Original source [3] 1,2 N’WX12 5y PuN

.0OW32 on?i? KW 2pY? *32 Y H2oNn? — "Dow Dpn Ty

“As far as the place of DJW”: to pray for 2p¥”'s sons when they would come to fight at D2W.

And much of what happens to 0172\ is a synopsis of what Jewish history is. Di172X is in the land of
Canaan. As soon as he gets there a few months later, there's a hunger in the land. The hunger in the
land forces him to go down to Egypt. i1Y78 enriches him in order to gain favor. To marry 17w, whom
1¥7D abducts from 0172R. But at the end of the day, W is released unharmed, untouched. D772X
leaves Egypt a very wealthy man. Does this sound familiar? The Jewish people have to go down to
Egypt a few hundred years later because there is no food in the land.

There is a hunger in the land. The Jews are captured, so to speak, are abducted. They become slaves to
11¥7D. And the WA tells us that in spite of the fact that the Jewish people were slaves, you would
figure under normal circumstances, their moral standards would be forced to be compromised. And the
WwATN tells us that the Jewish women guarded themselves from immorality in the merit of 77W, while
recording one exception. And when the Jews left, they left with a great wealth. So DO71712R blazed the
trail. And if we go through the story of the patriarchs, we'll see how these stories happen again and
again and again.
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Supporting source [4] > ,2° N*WX12 %Y 17207
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.0%322 1 ROW

0112 went down to Egypt because of the famine, to stay there and preserve his life during the
drought. The Egyptians wronged him without cause by taking his wife. The Holy One, blessed be
He, avenged their wrong with great plagues and brought him out from there with livestock, silver,
and gold; Pharaoh also appointed men to send them away. This hinted to him that his descendants
would go down to Egypt because of famine, to stay in that land. The Egyptians would mistreat
them and take their women, as it says, “Every daughter you shall keep alive.” The Holy One,
blessed be He, would avenge their wrong with great plagues until He brought them out with silver,
gold, flocks, cattle, and very substantial livestock; the Egyptians would press them to leave the
land. No detail of what happened to the father failed to occur among his descendants.

Parallel source [5] 17,312 721 XIp”™

D W3 23 1ITAN MY 2 TRXY 7770 071877 7777 120K T AR KIX 72 KT 0wa X0
71771 PNT73 XA 92 K71 7"K N112 DRIW? 17731, 10 103y 7T 071877 117 01 .N191
77 HY DRAW? 19RIIW XY 1Y 1T
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ST R 127 N2 NPRw 1K ow”

Rabbi N1177 said in the name of Rabbi X2IX 721 X”’1: Our mother W went down to Egypt and
fenced herself off from sexual transgression, and all the women were fenced off through her merit.
1071’ went down to Egypt and fenced himself off from sexual transgression, and Israel was fenced
off through his merit. Rabbi XR2INX 792 N>’ said: Guarding against sexual transgression alone was
sufficient merit for Israel to be redeemed through it.

No one among them was found sexually unrestrained. Know that this was so: there was one
woman, and Scripture made her known, as it says, “And his mother's name was N’n17W daughter
of *127, of the tribe of 17.”

So that's one level as to what this means, that what happened to the patriarchs is a sign for the children.
But it goes much deeper than that because whatever characteristics that we will ever be able to
cultivate within ourselves, these are all characteristics that the patriarchs had to blaze as a trail as well.

Learning character from the patriarchs

For example, the whole aspect of kindness. How do you know how to do kindness? Who teaches you
how to do kindness? So guess who taught us? O172N. O112N taught us how to do kindness. 012N
blazed the trail of the characteristic trait of kindness. And by blazing a trail, he wasn't impermeable to
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mistakes. And he made certain mistakes with his kindness. Too kind to “Xynw?. PRYnw” didn't turn
out so well because of that. But as he moved through his life, O772NX worked through and developed
the perfection of what kindness is. Why do we need to know that?

Because if we want to be kind people, we can't just do what our hearts tell us to do. We can't just do
what our emotions tell us to do. 712N blazed the trail and methodically approached the whole issue
until he got a PhD in it. And now if you want to know how to be a kind person, don't think you're
going to be able to succeed, but just do what your heart wants. You want to know how to be a kind
person, look at the stories of OiT12N. And that's how the children will learn how to be kind people.

And the same for ?13” with the attribute of 7712, of control. The same for 2Py’ with the attribute of
mercy.

If we look at the patriarchs, we will be able to understand exactly what our spiritual
potentials are and how to cultivate those spiritual potentials.

So that's why when we read these stories, the details will always have a lot to tell us. And if there's
anything we want to know about what it means to be a Jew and how to be a Jew and how to succeed as
a Jew, the patriarchs have already tackled it.

There's nothing that you and I are going to confront in our lives that the patriarchs to a great extent did
not already tackle. And therefore, if we have issues, how do we deal with anti-Semitism? How do we
deal with hostile non-Jewish enemies? 17?¥” in his confrontation with WY, he taught us how to do this.
How do you live when you have to deal with someone who wants to kill you? The whole idea of
bribing people to get things done, right? To bribe the KGB. Well, 2py” had to bribe 1Wy. He was
teaching us what are the ways in which to live through life, maximize life as Jews.

We don't know anything about trust in God, belief in God. 072N teaches this to us. Everything is there.
It's a 0327 0°0. They have cultivated this concept for us to be able to access. This is the concept. And
that's why these N1’W1D are nice. They're more than nice stories. They teach us all about our life as
Jews. So with this in mind, we'd like to look at a few stories.

Dr1aK in Egypt and the rescue of V1>

And perhaps see if we can come to a greater understanding to one specific area that maybe afterwards
will dovetail to a couple others. We go through 0f12K's personality for starters. Keeping this all in
mind, let's see if there's perhaps some inconsistencies in Di112X's life. 072N, at once there is a hunger
in the land of Canaan. He goes down to Egypt. And what's his approach to going down to Egypt? He
goes down, he realizes 17W's very beautiful. Doesn't want anybody to find out who W is because the
Egyptians were quite a morally principled people.

You see, if they would never dare take a married woman against a husband's will. Never could do such
a thing. It's a terribly immoral thing to do. So they got around it very simply by killing the husband.
And now the woman was now a widow. So they did the nice thing to marry a widow. So 0i172R was
afraid that was going to happen when he was going to go down to Egypt. So he tells 7w, listen, say
you're my sister and I'm your brother so they won't kill me. And I'll also put you in a box.
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So we go through customs. Maybe they won't notice you. And I'll be able to avoid the whole issue.
Well, they come to the border. They insist on opening up. And there's TW. So right away, MW gets
taken to the palace. One, two, three. i1Y79's trying to win 0i112R's favor. But he enriches him. Well,
DN2N really doesn't react in a very strong way. And 119 decides to take the initiative on his own
and try to be intimate with 1W. To which finally God comes to the rescue. Smites 1¥7D. And then
1¥7D turns back to DiT12AN and says, 012N, I didn't know she was a married woman.

Original source [6] 7°,1° N°WN12 ik inn
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“When 072X came to Egypt”: It should have said “when they came to Egypt.” Rather, this teaches
that he concealed her in a chest; when the customs payment was demanded, they opened it and
saw her.

Why didn't you tell me? And guess what? 07772X doesn't even say a word. If you look at the whole
story of him being in Egypt, once he's in Egypt, there's no word or narrative of Di172X in the text. So if
you look at this, and you have to say, what kind of guy is OM72X from looking at this story? He
comes across as a very timid fellow. He doesn't take any initiative. He tries to cover up. But if he can't
cover up, he can't stand up to 11y75.

And if it wasn't for God intervening, there would have been major problems. And when Y75 comes
back and says, why didn't you tell me she was a married woman? With complaints. It doesn't say
anything. Not a very outgoing character. Then we go another chapter further on. Two chapters in
chapter 14. And there's a great world war. First world war. Between the kingdoms of Canaan, in the
area of Sodom, and the kingdoms of the east in Iraq. The four kings against the five kings. It's a major
war. And the four kings are victorious.

What does this have to do with 0712R? He's minding his own business, studying 71N in central
Israel. Look, it's his business because his nephew 117 is living in Sodom. And he was taken captive.
By the four kings. Someone tells 07712 about this. What does D7172X do? He tells his servant I1Y79K,
we've got to save his life. This is a terrible desecration of God's name. The two of us, let's go to war.
And the two of them take on the Axis powers of evil. The W17 tells us that the Axis power consists of
2.4 million soldiers. And him and 71Y”?X go to battle.

Original source [7] 1°,7° N°WX12 %Y "1 10-77 .77 N*WNK12
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072X heard that his kinsman had been captured. He mustered his trained men, born in his
household, three hundred and eighteen, and pursued as far as ]7. He and his servants divided
against them by night and struck them, pursuing them as far as i121M, north of Damascus. He
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brought back all the possessions, and also brought back his kinsman ©17 and his possessions,
along with the women and the people.

»1: “Eighteen,” etc.: Our Sages said it was 71Y”?X alone, and this is the numerical value of his
name. “As far as ]7”: There his strength weakened, because he saw that his descendants would set
up an idolatrous calf there.

Source [8] WATNA
The opposing army numbered 2.4 million soldiers, as cited from a WA7N.

And now they go to battle, but they win. And they chase the four countries all the way up to the
northern border of Israel, chasing them out of the country. Which, is this the same 0i7172N we learned
about two chapters before? I mean, for his wife he does nothing? And for the nephew, the no-good
nephew who only gave him problems and headaches, he's risking his life? What's going on over here?
So if you're trying to learn, how do you react when a relative is abducted? What's your response?
Inconsistent.

Go to war. I don't know what to do. What do you do? Well, if it's your wife, you do nothing. But if it's
your nephew, you go to war. I mean, what can I learn from that? It's very hard. It's all right. So we
must be able to learn something. Let's look at another couple stories.

2Py with 125 and 1wy

172X 2?Y”, when he's in the household, he has to run away from home. He has to spend 20 years in the
household. His uncle, ]27. He spends 20 years. And how would you characterize 2p¥”? Well, he goes
there penniless. 127 thought there was a lot of money with him. With him there wasn't. So 127 lets him
work for a month for nothing. He says, you know, tell me what your wages are. We know the famous
story. He says, well, I'd like to marry 217. Fine. You worked for me for seven years. No problem.

And we know what happens. At the wedding night, 2% switches 211 for fIX?. And the next morning,
2Py is too late. He got fooled. He says, what kind of business is this? 127 says, you know, don't worry
about it. We'll give you 711 to work for me another seven years. Okay. And I don't know how you
would react, but I wouldn't have reacted that way. I say, what's going on? You know, give me right
now. This other one, you know what I want with her. And then when the seven years are up, he wants
to leave.

And 2% says, no, I don't want you to leave. Why don't you stay? Okay. And then ]27 keeps swindling
him and cheating him, switching the wages a hundred times. 2j?Y” doesn't stand his ground at all. And
thank God, God did a lot of miracles and let the spotted and speckled and the whole story of the sheep
and everything worked out for 2y”. In spite of 1pY”'s again, not being a very tough businessman
attitude. Without God, the guy would have been lost. 7¥2¥3. Poor guy. He comes back home. He finds
out that ]27 is trying to have a war with him.
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Original source [9] 1,X2 N"WXI2 %Y 1N
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“Ten reckonings”: A reckoning is no less than ten. “Reckonings” means the total of a count, and
these are groups of ten. We learn that he changed the terms one hundred times.

When it was time to leave ]3’7‘5 home, how does he leave? Does he tell him, 1:177, I've been here 20
years, nice to see you. You know, God has told me I have to leave. I got a message from God that's to
leave. Not exactly. What does he do? He waits to J27 and goes out of town and they sneak out like a
bunch of thieves. They don't tell anybody.

They just run. And then when J2% finds out, he says, chase after them. And he catches up with them
and he gives 2py” a berating for such a 19311 for leaving. And he searches 2pY”'s tents because he
claims he stole his idols. And 2j?y” just, you know, a real neb. But then, short while later, when WY is
coming out to greet him and WY is contemplating, we're not sure is he going to go to war or not. He's
not sure what 1WY's intentions are. He's got 400 soldiers. Is it for peace or for war?

17y’ turns into a warrior. He's a general. He's setting up the camps. He's splitting up the camps. He's
preparing for war. And the commentary says, and if 1WY wants to fight, he's going to have to fight me
first. And the night before as he's preparing, an angel from WY comes, a super power, super
transcendental being, has a war with 2py” and 2pY” holds his ground and 2py”'s tough and the angel
says, please let me go. 2pY” says, no, I'm not going to let you go until you bless me. What happened
to this guy? So again, how are you supposed to read him?

Original source [10] D .29 NP1 DY uN
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“The remaining camp shall escape”: Against 1WY’s will, for I will fight him. 2py* prepared
himself for three things: a gift, prayer, and war. For the gift: “The present passed ahead of him”;
for prayer: “God of my father 0i172R”; for war: “The remaining camp shall escape.”

What am I supposed to learn when he's confronting one guy, the timid fellow, and the other guy, he's a
monster. He's a soldier. And one last story.

The brothers in D2W and Egypt

And let's talk about 2?¥”'s sons. We know when 2py” comes to the land of Israel, he is in the city, he
buys a portion of land in the city of 023W. And unfortunately, his daughter 13”7 was taken captive by
the mayor's son. And she's taken captive and abducted and she's compromised. And the brothers find
out about this. They say, what? The Arabs are up to their tricks again? Closure. No closure. 1YW and
"1 walk in to a house-to-house search.

They first met with them and they said, you're going to have to get circumcised and everybody in the
city. They get circumcised and on the third day when they're the weakest, they come in, house to
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house, kills them all out. One, two, three. That'll teach you not to mess with the Jewish people. Right?
Then, later on, when FO71” is pretending to be MyYD NJDX, the viceroy of Egypt, and the brothers come
down to Egypt to buy some food, 501” is giving him a hard time.

You're spies. No, we're not. We promise we're not. We're just coming to buy food. No, you're spies.
Oh, no, we're not. I don't believe you. I'm taking one of your brothers, 17%WnW. I'm locking him in jail.
You can't come back until you bring 1’72732 up. Yes, sir. Whatever you say, sir. And then they go back
home, and they say, yeah, daddy, we got to bring J°72”32. I said, no, no, and I can't bring him. I said, oh,
well, we can't go down. He's a mean guy. He said, he's going to kill us if we come back. We can't go
down. They wait. They don't go.

Their food is all used up. They don't have a choice. They got to go down. They bring 1’72’32 down. And
you know the story. He releases him. Fine. Then he puts the goblet in 1°72°32's sack. They go out. He
runs after them. Trumps up the charge. Frames up 1°72”J2. Takes him back. They know it's a frame up.
And what do they do? Oh, we've sinned. You know, we're finished. We're slaves. Whatever you do,
you do. We're finished. It's incredible Jewish inconsistency. Maybe that's what we learned from them. I
don't know. But how do we understand all these stories? What do you do when people attack you?

What do you do if someone takes your nephew? What do you do if someone takes your brother? They
rape your sister. You kill out of the city. They take your brother. You act like a bunch of wimps.
There's totally no way to read what's going on. They have totally no way of understanding how to learn
anything from the patriarchs.

WK and the missing 112

So that's the issue we want to solve. And we're going to learn a piece of Talmud, a *’W", and a piece of
N1AR *P7D. We'll start with the first source. It's the Talmud and N1372. And quite often the Talmud
will take a verse from the prophets and will interpret them. So the topic for discussion in the Tractate
N12371 is the prayer of the "WNK.

That we say three times a day. We know what makes W\ unique is that every verse in the "N, the
first letter follows the alphabet. 77X, N”2, ?12°), all the letters. But the Talmud asks a question. Why is
there no 113 in "MWR? "WNK, the 1), we have DM, and it jumps to JNAO. And there's no 1J. So X1
answers:

Because the 1] has a verse that represents the downfall. Now they're using a euphemistic term. They
call it the enemy of Israel. It really means Israel. We don't want to say anything bad to the Jews. So we
say it's to the non-Jews, to the enemies of the Jews. The downfall of the enemy of the Jews. But it
really means the Jews. The 11] has in it a 2105, a verse, that represents the downfall for the Jews. What
is this verse? {1793 2°N27. She has fallen. ?XW” N?1N2 D1 770N K?. The virgin Israel, the Jewish
people, will no longer get up.

That's a pretty sad verse. It's a verse of tragedy. The Jewish people have fallen. We're never going to
get up again. That's not the kind of verse that King 717 is going to put into his song. He's going to skip
it. The thing we need to know is that 113 is not a great 10D for the Jewish people.

N771 goes on. It says, in the west. Now remember, this is the 722 71121, the Babylonian *223, which
is in Iraqg. So to the west of Iraq is Israel. So there were two great schools and academies for the Jewish
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people after the destruction of the temple. And they were in Babylonia and Israel. Two great schools
and academies of learning. So in Israel, the academies in Israel, they learned the verse a little bit
different. They would explain the verse like this. She has fallen, but will no longer fall.

Get up, O virgin Israel. Meaning, look at the initial verse. It's where you put the comma. The first one
said, The virgin Israel will not get up anymore. The rabbis in Israel read it like this. Falling, she will no
longer continue to do. She will no longer continue to fall. Rather, Get up, virgin Israel. Now, here's a
classic example of two different schools of thought. Which one's right? Which one's wrong? The
answer is, they're both right. How can they both be right? Very simple.

Original source [11] 2,7 012y ;2”Y T N1372
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Rabbi 1311 said: Why is there no 11 in *JWNR? Because it contains the downfall of the enemies of
Israel, as it is written: “She has fallen; she will not rise again, the virgin of Israel.” In the West
they interpreted it this way: “She has fallen and will fall no more; arise, virgin of Israel!” 19
j?T1%” 72 1213 said: Even so, 117 returned and supported them through divine inspiration, saying:
“DWi supports all who fall.”

Exile and the rebuilding of Jewish communities

It depends where you're learning it. The first school was the school of Babylonia. The second school
was the school of Israel. So how do Jews in the diaspora understand this 2105? The Jews in the
diaspora learned the 210D like this. They say like this, A Jewish community that has been established
in PIN? pIm, outside of PXIW? PR, when that falls, it will never be rebuilt again. Because that's not
our land. That's not our connection. And therefore, the verse means, the Jews, the first rabbis, the Jews
in Babylonia, say, D), if she falls.

Jews will never get up again. And historically, you see they were absolutely right. Spain, there were
millions of Jews, hundreds of thousands of Jews in Spain, through the 12th, 13th, 14th, 15th century.
Lots of Jews, a hub of Jewish activity. Great Jewish philosophers. Rabbi fXy pTX”, incredible
rabbis, incredible scholars. And what happens? You expel the Jews. You see any great N12°W” in Spain
lately? I mean, you may have a couple Jews here and there, but it is not exactly a core of Jewish
communal life. Right? You go back to Europe, 70 years ago, for hundreds of years, Poland, Hungary,
millions of Jews.

It was the center of all Judaism. After Spain, that was the next stop, Eastern Europe, that was the spot.
And what happened after World War II? They're all cleaned out. All you got left about Judaism is still
anti-Semitism, but not too many Jews. That's all that was left. Jews will never come back there. The
Jewish communities there are finished. They'll never come back again. And as we look at any place
where the Jews lived, I mean, have you seen any great N12°W” in Iraq lately? And that's where the
¥522 TIn%N, the Babylonian Talmud was written.
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There's never as great scholarship as there was that time. Right? >’ lived in France. Great rabbis in
France. | mean, come on. Besides some good kosher wine, what does France really have to offer? Any
Jews there are terrified for their lives.

So the principle that the rabbis in Babylonia understood that the Jew in PIX? pIM, once it is 117D, once
you fall, you'll never get up again.

Now, however, what about in PN’ PR, the rabbis in Israel, after the temple was destroyed for the
second time, the rabbis in Israel say, She falls and will never continue to fall again. Get up again. Israel
was destroyed and rebuilt, destroyed a second time and rebuilt. But now the rabbi says, when it's going
to be built up again, it'll never be destroyed. So the 2103 is true. Two ways. Two sides of the coin. In
7IR? 7111, when the hub's destroyed, it'll never get up. In ?XW” 71X, even if the hub is destroyed, it'll
get up again and it'll never be destroyed again.

That's what they say. Interesting way of looking at the difference between ?X7W” X and outside 77X
ORI,

11 and the five brothers before Pharaoh

Let's look at one more *”W. Let's give you the background here. 707’ is taking his brothers down to
Egypt to meet f¥1D. He does not want to make the best impression on 1¥79 from his brothers. Why?
Because if his brothers look like they're strong strapping fellows, Y19 will probably enlist them in his
army. And that's not the best thing for a religious Jew to be in the Egyptian army. So he's going to take
some of his brothers and he's going to take the ones that look like weaklings, like DIYBY2W. So that's
where we're at.

It says, He brings part of his brothers. So *”W" says, From the least among them in terms of strength.
He took the weakest ones. They don't look so strong. Because if 179 would see that they were
mighty, he'd make them men of war. He names the five weaker ones: 121X7, 17Ynw, "%, IOWW”, and
1’1”32. Now how do we know that those are the weaker ones? The proof is, because later on in the
171N, at the end of the book of the 171N, when W blesses all the tribes, it's interesting, but some of
the tribes, he'll refer to their name twice, which is really not necessary.

Just say the name once. So this rabbi says, Well, the ones that he named twice, those are the stronger
ones. Because we can infer that the other ones are not the stronger ones, and those are the ones that
107 brought to 1Y70. Those are the ones that WM did not repeat their names. Those are the weaker
ones. 0372W3J, when he blessed them, but the stronger ones, 593, he repeated their words. He gives
examples. For example, FTTITYY NN, this is the TT7177°, OWi listened to the voice of T,

Ah, 7T17”'s name is mentioned twice, he must be a strong one. And he goes on, the same with 71, the
same with *2ND), the same with 17, the same with WX, the same with ]1’713?. So those were the
stronger ones.

And the other ones, those were the weak ones, and those are the ones that Fj01” brought. So where's
»17's source? WM says, 1127 N"WNR12 11w 1711, This is the expression of the W1TN, which is called
the 1727 N*WNXN2. Okay, so source. Now W1 says four words that are totally out of character for those
who are familiar with studying *’W. >’ doesn't say more than he needs to say. He told you the idea,
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he answered the question, he gave you the source, right? Now look what he says now. 7N NTaXR N1W
DNIW?. The 1127 WATN happens to be the 77N that is taught in the land of Israel.

Now why do I need that reference? I mean, anyone who studies *’W1, if you know anything about
W7, and you're already well into Genesis, he's cited 7127 W71 many times already. Now he says, and
by the way, the 127 WATN was written in the land of Israel. Who cares? You don't have to tell me that.
Keep that in mind for a minute. Now let's go on. but in our Babylonian Talmud, it says different. We
have found that those, they have a different opinion.

Those whose names 1WA repeated, those were the weak ones. Because they were weak, he had to
repeat their names. That's the way they look at it. How do you look at it? They were strong and
because they're strong they deserve more recognition to match their power? Or no, they're weak guys
and they need to be built up so he repeats their names. Two ways to look at it. Right? So the ones that
were repeated were the weak ones. The ones who weren't repeated, they're not the weak ones.

In the "222’s list, the five are 17, '[17?13'(, T3, WK, and *?ND). 7T is a separate case; *”W1 explains
that the repetition of his name has another reason.

Original source [12] 2,11 N*WNI2 5y PUN
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“And from among his brothers”: From those among them who were less powerful, who did not
look like mighty warriors; for if Pharaoh saw them as mighty warriors, he would make them his
soldiers. These were 121X, 1YW, *17, 19WW”, and 12732, whose names 11Wn did not repeat when
he blessed them. He did, however, repeat the names of the mighty ones: “And this for 1717”; and
he said: Hear, Lord, the voice of 11T7171””; “And of 71 he said: Blessed is He who enlarges T17;
“And of *2NDJ he said: *?ND”; “And of 17T he said: 7”; and similarly for 172121 and for WN. This
is the wording of 127 N°WNN2, which is an aggadic work of the Land of Israel. But in our
Babylonian X771, Rnp X211 92, we find that those whose names 1Wn repeated were the weak
ones, and those were the ones he brought before Pharaoh. As for 117171”, whose name was repeated,
it was not repeated because of weakness; rather, there is a reason for it, as stated in Xnp X22. In
the XN7772 of 190 on 113721 NN, we learned the same as in our X771

Who needs strengthening

So, again, seems to be a debate between two schools of thought. What does the repeating of the names
mean? Now, you're going to ask, well, listen, only one can be right. Right? But obviously, it goes much
deeper than that again. And this is why W7 goes out of his way to say that the 127 WA, this is the
TR of PRIW” PIN. Again, he's focusing on something that we saw more before. There's a difference
of approach to understanding something if you live in PXIW” X or if you live outside of PXW? X,

Page 13


https://he.wikisource.org/wiki/%D7%A8%D7%A9%22%D7%99_%D7%A2%D7%9C_%D7%91%D7%A8%D7%90%D7%A9%D7%99%D7%AA_%D7%9E%D7%96#%D7%A4%D7%A1%D7%95%D7%A7_%D7%91

Westmount Shul & Learning Centre | The Courage to Be a Jew

11 is saying from the commentaries of the rabbis who live in Israel, they're saying in ?XIW” 7N, it's
a question, the question's a philosophical question, a pragmatic question.

| Who needs more strengthening? The weak or the strong?

That's a good question to ask. You've got weak people, you've got strong people. If you only can
strengthen one, which should you strengthen? The answer is, so the rabbis in PNIW” N said, you
know we've got to strengthen, you've got to strengthen the strong ones because the strong ones have to
build up the land. And if you have good leadership and strong leadership in your own country, then
you know what? The others will be taken care of. And those are the ones who need the blessings
because if the leaders are strong, the Jewish leaders will take care of their Jewish brothers who are
weak and they'll help them out.

But if the leaders aren't strong, we're going to have nothing. So therefore the rabbis there say, who gets
strengthened, the brothers who are strong get strengthened. However, the rabbis in Babylonia, if we
live in the exile, in X7 P11, who is more at risk? Is it the Jew who is strong, spiritually strong? Or is
it the Jew who is spiritually weak? Where is the greater danger of assimilation? It's not a question of
building up a Jewish national homeland in the city of Toronto, but rather in Toronto it's a question of
Jewish survival. So who are the ones that are going to need strengthening?

Is it the very religious Orthodox Jew who is strong in his beliefs of Judaism? Or is it the secular Jew
who couldn't care less? Who needs the strengthening? So that's what they say. The weaker brothers
needed the strengthening. What do we mean? In 23, in Babylonia, who needs the strengthening? The
weaker ones need the strengthening. And that's why they have to get the special blessing. But the
W1TN that was in PXIW? PN, that is looking at everything from an Israeli perspective, is saying there's
a very strong need to give the strength to the strong ones, because they're going to have to build up the
land.

And the weak ones will follow soon. So that's an incredible lesson again, we have to realize. And the
logic is very simple, because when you're in Israel, it's your own manifest destiny, and it's all up to
you, what you build is what you're going to get, and the strong ones have to be strong. The stronger
they are, the greater building that can take place, and the weaker ones will BY?W them along. But the
strong Jew will take care of himself. It's a question of survival. Survival of the weak need help. Every
Jew counts. So we'll follow the trend that is happening here.

Nn°N 12 777° on boldness

Now we come to the last piece, and this will now unlock everything for us. Such a beautiful, beautiful
piece now. N1AX *278. Ethics of the Fathers. 71X RX1°N 12 7T17°. 1717 the son of X1°N says, ¥V "1
AnJ3, be as bold as the leopard, W33 17|7'| and as light as the eagle, *2X2 77, fleet-footed as the deer,
NI 712°17 as strong as a lion, do the will of your Father in heaven. This is such an important saying
that this is the first lines of the Code of Jewish Law.
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N7°N 12 7T7” says: Be bold as a leopard, light as an eagle, swift as a deer, and mighty as a lion,
to do the will of your Father in heaven. He used to say: The brazen-faced are destined for 013111,
and the shamefaced for |7V j1. May it be Your will, DWW our God, that You rebuild Your city
speedily in our days, and grant us our portion in Your 710.

The Code of Jewish Law borrows this statement from the Rabbi of the Talmud, and this is what all of
Jewish law, 0”11 TN, the laws of daily living, getting up, washing your hands, praying, 17?91, all
these daily N113n are N2W. Oh, it starts off, be as bold as the leopard, right? There's an Uncle Moishy
song that you really feel it when you hear it, right? You come out in the morning like a lion. You get
up to 11T, roar!! Roar! Right? Roar at the 71!
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He began with “bold as a leopard” because this is a great principle in serving the blessed Creator:
Sometimes a person wants to perform a i111X¥7 but refrains because people mock him. He therefore

warned you to show resolve in the face of the mockers and neot refrain from performing the
nsn.

1Y JN271W: One should strengthen oneself like a lion to rise in the morning for the service of
one's Creator, so that one awakens the dawn.

N”17: One should not be ashamed before people who mock one's service of QWi.

The unexpected prayer at the end of the miwn

Some of you may remember this question from our summer N12X 778 class. Tonight, we’ll explore
another approach from the y”21y”. Let’s follow it through together.

That's what it's all about! That's what needs to be a Jew! Okay, fine. Let's keep reading. He also said,
The brazen go to hell. But those who are not brazen, those who are shamefaced, humble, they'll go to
paradise. That's a nice statement. And now, here is a statement that just makes no sense. May it be the
will of our God and the God of our forefathers, that he should build the temple speedily in our days. He
should give us a portion in your 1711.
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What does it sound like? It sounds like the end of a speech that a rabbi would make. I give a class for
an hour and I end up 11¥7 *i1” it should be God's will. The problem is, we're learning N12N *P75. *P7D
NIAN is a book of ethical principles. Yeah, yeah. But, for example, there's another 1JWn. Famous
1IWn, right? 1MIN Y17: it should be like the students of J17IX. Run after peace, chase after peace, love
people, bring them close to 171N, and God, may you quickly build the temple speedily in our days.

No, it doesn't say that. It doesn't say that anywhere in N12X *p7D. It's not, you know, we don't end up
with sermonic expressions. What's the sermon doing in the end? What does it have to do? You said
two very nice things. Be as bold as a leopard. Very nice. Brazen people have problems. It sounds very
nice. So what are you telling me now? Hey, you know, T’Wn should come. Oh, man, fine. And it's a
big wonder.

Rabbi 1"y 2pY° explains the prayer

So this is not my question. This is a question from the y”2Y”, Rabbi |71y 1pY”, a great, great scholar
of 300 years ago. And we'll read to you a little bit here. He says like this: This statement is screaming
out and saying, explain me. What is this concept of a request and a prayer here? We don't find any
example like this anywhere in the Talmud. What's the nature of it here? It's a great wonder, and even a
bigger wonder.

The y”2y°, Rabbi 1Ty 1Y (1697-1776), lived in Altona, then under Danish rule and now part of
Hamburg. His N12INX commentary appeared in N12X 7Y in 1751. He wrote within a Jewish world rich in
171N learning but dependent on the protection of rulers, with most Jews dispersed and Jewish
communities also living in Ottoman ?XW?* yX. The bitter dispute with p*Ww327’X N1 27 became
public in 1751, over the y”21Y”’s accusation concerning Sabbatean teachings in amulets. Elsewhere in
this chapter he explicitly discusses Sabbatean claims. That is relevant background, but we cannot
identify this comment as a response to the dispute or establish when it was composed.

Historical references: Publication history, p. 7; Altona; The 1751 dispute; Related comment.

Why didn't any of the commentaries ask this question? You have the famous commentaries on the
N12N *?7D. You have the X7131D72, you have *’W7, you have Maimonides. 1317 13°17. All the classical
commentaries right around the page. And they always ask, They don't ask a thing. He says, I don't
understand why they don't ask it a question. I humbly submit to you, this is really a thing to think
about. Now that we live in the exile, we are an exiled people.

Our boldness and our might have been negated. They're gone. And our heart and our courage have
been taken away from us. The Jew has lost his boldness. Why?

| Because the place is the cause.

Because if a person wanders from his place, The person in exile, his heart is not with it. In other words,
a Jew who lives in X7 pIr is a Jew without any y?X0W. You know, I don't know how you translate,
but it's... You don't have that boldness. You don't have that... It's not there. It's not my place. What am
I going to build already?

I'm a stranger. What am I going to get from this? I mean, how bold are we about our Judaism? 27,
therefore, Wp°1, he asked, 1137 *1°, God, may be your will, 77°Y 132NW, that your city will be rebuilt.
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13% 21w, and it should return to us, N1TY NN, the attribute of brazenness, Not brazenness, but the
attribute of boldness, Should come back. NIN?W3A N37¥371, Which is necessary for a Jew to be a
wholesome Jew. A Jew who isn't bold is an incomplete Jew, Says the y”2y”.

When I speak of the incompleteness of N123, I mean what is missing from the fullness of our national
and spiritual life. That does not deny the extraordinary faith and courage Jews have shown in N122.

Original source [15] 12 ¥”77” 7”7 17270 NAX "D %Y 00w on? ,p”ay’
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“May it be Your will,” etc. This statement cries out, “Interpret me!” For what place does a request
and supplication have in the 1JWNA? We have found nothing else like it. Moreover, at first sight it
seems to have no connection with what precedes it. What is it doing here? It is truly a great
wonder. Still more astonishing is that the commentators, who have so often taken the trouble to
indulge in verbal padding in many places that need no explanation, have remained silent here and
said nothing about it.
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1IY°07 1 .RINN 72T 720 721 KNPKRTI1 .Y 22127 719110 ImIpnn 7T WK 12 .07 DIpnan 9
7 IR RIT OXY DR 27 NYIN 7177123 PIRW 7137 X227 DR? WPK 25y 7w 1T710Yn NN
3PP NN .OTR PW INT2I0 PIRT (1123 KD 3w 2w 717I0K K72 X292 0177 Wwna 191) 011212120
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In my modest judgment, I said: surely this is something that cannot be left unexplained. I
considered it and took it to heart: it returns to the preceding matter, where he first commanded us
to be bold as a leopard, etc. But now, in our exile, our strength and might have fallen away, and
the heart and its courage have been taken from us. For place makes the difference. Thus, “a man
who wanders from his place”: the exile’s heart is not with him. As we find concerning the elders
of Athens: he saw that they were subdued; he brought some of their own soil and cast it upon
them, and they became defiant before the king. Thus a foreign land subdues a person’s heart, even
if he is stouthearted among the mighty. (Likewise the common proverb: a dog away from its own
place does not bark for seven years.) A person’s native land, however, restores to him the quality
of boldness. (Similarly, we find with 370 72 *n7: “If you were in my place, I would show you
my sharpness.”)
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Therefore he prayed, “May it be Your will that You rebuild Your city,” etc., so that the quality of
boldness we need will return to us in its fullness. But there is reason to fear that its benefit may
be canceled out by the harm it brings. This quality readily brings harm, since boldness makes
people more disposed to sin. So it happened formerly, when Israel were on their own soil: from an
abundance of good they rebelled, and their boldness became a stumbling stone and an obstructing
rock, making them brazen toward Heaven.

02% 712w 0iaw NIy N2 Wnm? 17220 1710 NRI2 70 7™M L0002 13P%1 100 AR IR o
WY1 IR PR 12 KPNORW .1V W 307 KPR 2RIW°? 71710 71303 KD $"KXD2 5" w'n3 19230071
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For this reason he said afterward, “And grant us our share in Your 171N.” That is: You have
created 111N as a remedy, to weaken the force of their boldness, to break and subdue their heart.
As our Sages said in the chapter 177X 1°X: “I171N was given to Israel only because they are bold”;
otherwise, no nation or people could stand against them. Thus, when You grant us our share in
Your 171N, we are already protected from the harmful side of the quality of boldness, which is
especially strong in us in PN PIX. We will then use it only to do Your will.

2337 K91 .M NY37 219 137590 10N 5"YR INYIn DRI .WR1anT NYYING W3 [DINA 7112
MDY MNDI 7N .37 W% NNYA M3 DWNAT TN 7T X2 2" 72 0K DINX PIX Y0 1mK
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In this way we will obtain the desired benefit and escape its harm, even though the yoke of exile’s
servitude is removed from us and the nature of a foreign land no longer subdues us, as stated
above. For the 171N, which weakens the force of boldness for our good, is nevertheless sufficient.
This is unquestionably a finely fitting explanation. See also what I wrote in 2¥” N”1, concerning
the Sabbath 017 prayer, folio 366a.

Immediately preceding comment, °2w DM 5:20:2 (excerpt) [text]
7252 257 PRIN 7Y% ROKR 1Y 217 90K K21 .12 VIR .NNamwn mapn .07 wn nTay? 7ox
Even in serving God, humility is praiseworthy, and one should walk modestly. “Be bold” refers

only to courage of heart.

Closeness to nwa and the courage to act

The nnHax'7 ToON, Rabbi 'X71T8 DnNaN [c. 1570-1643; born in Fez, Morocco; later lived in [inan],
explains that own is with us wherever we live. But outside 78 Y2X there are spiritual coverings that
conceal His presence. 78w YN has a special openness to the n1ow. That is why he describes both
the land and its air as holy. (2 22,72 pyn ,0n1Nax7 70N, Ahavat Shalom edition, pp. 198—-199.)
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Think of sunlight coming through a covered window compared with an uncovered one. The sun is
there in both cases. The difference is how much of its light reaches us. That is a way of picturing the
spiritual distinction he describes. In '7x8 ' yaN there is a special closeness to nwn, a distinctive
spiritual shelter.

And perhaps this helps us understand where the courage described by the y~ay' comes from. Why
does a person sometimes find the strength to do something that previously frightened him? Because he
realizes:

I am not alone. nwn is with me.

It is not all resting on my shoulders. I have to make the effort, but the strength and the outcome are not
mine alone.

When that awareness becomes more real, it can change how a person faces a challenge. He may still
feel afraid, but he can act despite his fear. Here is the connection we can suggest between these two
teachings: the nn1an7 TON describes 78w YaX's special closeness to the n1dw, and the y~ay!
describes the courage the land can awaken. A deeper awareness of Dwn's presence can itself become a
source of that courage.

But courage still needs direction. Feeling close to bwn does not mean that every impulse is His will, or
that we may ignore danger. nnIn must guide our strength: when to stand firm, when to exercise
restraint, and what we are standing up for.

Boldness in daily Jewish life

And that's so true. How many of us are bold, When it comes to our Judaism, When we live in Toronto,
Or in other countries? The first statement of 0’11 MR, Everything that being a Jew, Day-to-day living
as a Jew, That's what the section of the 17 J?1W, 0°”11 MIX is all about. Day-to-day Jewish living.
You can't live as a Jew, If you're not 7112 V. If you're not as bold as the leopard, As swift as the deer.
If you don't have that in your repertoire, You're not a complete Jew.

And that's the way Jews are supposed to live. Comes along, He says, That's the fact. But you live in
21, The p”2y” lived in Altona. He says, This is the truth. But how many of us can live that way?
How many Jews who are living in exile, Really are proud Jews? Are bold Jews? How bold are we? In
these months of the winter, When NJW has to start early, And your boss wants you to stay at work till 5
o'clock. How bold are we to tell the boss, At 2 o'clock I'm leaving. And he says, What?

He says, I'm a Jew, And I have to bring in the Sabbath at sundown at 4.30. I'm leaving at 2 o'clock.
Well, we need you as a... You know what? My religion comes first. I hope you appreciate it. I'll make
it up. I'll come in on Sunday afternoon. Thank you. How many Jews are bold enough to say that?
Right?

| That takes boldness, not 19X,

To hold of yourself. How many Jews are bold enough? And I'm even talking Jews that will go to W
on NAW and wear a 19”2, But for some reason, They're not bold enough to wear a 19?2 at work.

It's boldness. It's to be bold. I don't care what these guys say. I'm a Jew. It's a 19”2 on my head. So
people are going to look at me. So? But I'm bold. This is what it means to be a Jew. And then what
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happens? When they're coming back into Thornhill. What happens? And you'll see these guys in
Sobeys. And they still don't have the 119”2. Even in Sobeys you can't wear a f9”3? You can find a
1”°Jn. You can do 1371 in Sobeys. Right? So what do we say?

Are we saying these are bad Jews? D1W1 OT. D1?W1 OM. They're not bad Jews. They're missing the
key ingredient. Being proud of being a Jew. You know why? Because the place causes it. Because
when you're surrounded by non-Jews, it's hard to buck the trend. The atmosphere is not conducive.
And therefore we lack that boldness. And because of that we are incomplete Jews. So that's why 17177
NXn’N 11 says, God, please build the WA N*2. Because without the WA N2, we'll never be bold.
It's not just a sermonic closure. It's very relevant to what we're talking about.

If he's telling us to be bold, he's saying, you know what, guys? But we'll never be bold in JIX? P1r. So
guess what, God? It's up to you to help us be bold. Once we're in Israel, then you can demand from us
to be bold. Ah, you have not finished yet.

When boldness becomes brazenness

We've got to be worried about something. If God will bring us back to Israel, we'll be bold. We gotta
worry about the other extreme. Brazenness and boldness that are not channeled properly can also
be a problem. And that was the middle sentence that the Rabbi said. The brazen, they go to 013°"1.
So now we got a problem. Either way it doesn't seem to be good. If you're outside of Israel, you're too
meek and too humble. You're not bold enough to do your U*’pwW*7”>. And if we go to Israel, what's
gonna happen? It could go to the other extreme.

It's interesting, if you ask people, would you ever want to live in Israel? I say, oh no, that lifestyle is
just not for me. This is not for me. You know, and that's exactly what it's all about. In Canada, we're so
polite. We'll let someone cut us off. Right? We're too embarrassed to put our 19”3 on at work in Israel.
Boy, oh boy, you call bold. It's not bold. It's i19X11. Plain and simple. And it's a country full of DX
people. That's what it's all about. They're so bold. They believe in it with such strength.

You know, you don't want to go on the roads there, man. And not as a Canadian driver. But in
everything. Everything is with passion there. Everything is a big deal. And everybody has what to say.
And they don't care what's going on. I’'m going to tell you a story. The Prime Minister could say,
They're not going to open up 1172M. Under my dead body. They're not going to open up 11721 in 1973.
And that's the way it is. And they got officers to enforce it. And then a woman's baby gets killed in
1980. And she said, I'm going to bury my son in 117217.

And the Prime Minister tells the people, the soldiers, she can't bury him. So what did she say? I will
not be deterred. I'm burying him. And she takes hundreds of people from ¥27X N>’77. And they're
going to 1172T. And the officers are stopping her. And she says, You tell the Prime Minister, I'm going.
And he calls up his superior. He calls the Prime Minister. And the guy says, Well, I'm sorry, Mr. Prime
Minister, but if you want to stop it, you can have to come down and stop it. And she stands up against
the Prime Minister and buries her child in 117217.

And then 20 years later, you have a thousand Jews in 117217 that the government doesn't want at all.
Why do you have such a thing? This one lady could outdo the whole government. And it's not just her,
but it's all over the place. You don't like the way something's done? You just don't follow it. Finished.
There's no law. I mean, there is law. You know, but you have enough guts, but you want to go to the
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place. Where do you have? In Canada, you have three parties. In Israel, you have 103 parties.
Everybody knows better than the other guy.

It's a different lifestyle. Living in ?XW? 71X, you know your home. But you have a big problem. The
problem is you could become too brazen. Too much 19¥1M. Too much 7937 sends the person to
013°11°. So what do we do about that?

1710 gives boldness its proper measure

So he ends off. He says, well, there is a solution. Because there was one more thing he said. He said,
God, build the WTPn1 N*2. And what was the last thing he said? And give us a portion in your 171.

| Brazenness and boldness can be moderated by the 7711.

That attribute of N1y, that attribute of boldness, is a good attribute in the right measurements. If it's
weighed and measured properly, and if it's tempered via the crucible of 171N, it can be a wonderful
thing. There's a fine line between N1y, boldness, and 1937, which is on the other side of the line.

What keeps you back from going to the other side of the line? The 17N. God's instruction is for
living. God's word is the final word. And you listen to God's words, you can be bold and at the same
time not have 1931M. And that's how 1”7y 1?Y” 17 ends. He says, We find this 193117 mostly in 7N
DXIW. But when we have 171N in PX1W” PN, we won't use it in a brazen way. This is a beautiful,
beautiful 7IWNA now. RN’N ]2 17177 says, what's a complete Jew? A complete Jew is a bold Jew.

He has pride. That's the only way you're going to be a Jew. But you know what? If you're too bold, you
cross the line, you're extreme, 0131171 for you. So we got a problem. So God, please, bring us back to
PNIW? IR, And when you bring us back to ?XIW” PR, we will have that N1y again, we'll have that
boldness. And in case we'll go over the line, please, make sure we all have a good portion in 171N and
with a good portion in 171, it will be tempered properly and we'll have the perfect Jews that we want.

The challenge of Jewish life in Israel

And that's how it's playing itself out. And that's the historical drama that we're finding in PXW” }IX,
where there is genuinely a civil war, not yet physical, but certainly of mind. There's a civil war in
Israel. There's two camps in Israel, amongst the many other camps in Israel. There's the group in Israel
that founded the state with secular intentions, with no idea of God and no idea of 171N. And they were
blessed and very successful. However, there's a tremendous potential to have a little bit too much
119311, And they would wish that the state of Israel would be a totally secular state, like every other
secular country in the world.

And then you have another group of people that say, no, our right to ?XW” 77X is because it's God's
land and God wants us to do the N11¥7 of PXIW” PN and deliver our life in Israel. And that is the
struggle that's happening now in 2N yIX. And what the rabbis are telling us here is that the Jew
without 171N will have a tremendous amount of 19X and it could destroy the country. It could
destroy the people. Only with more 71N in the land will the land be able to survive and have the
proper amount of N1y, enough to not be afraid of what the rest of the world says, and yet not to have
the 1DX11 that would take us to go down together.
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Beautiful piece.

Returning to the patriarchs

With this in mind, now we can go back to what we started the evening off and the answers are ever
abundantly clear. We were asking, how do we understand the dichotomy in 072R's behavior? How do
we understand the dichotomy in 1j?¥”'s behavior? How do we understand the dichotomy in the
brothers' behavior? If you look carefully at every story, you'll see the one common denominator. Did
the story happen in R7W” PN or outside of XW” PIN? We start off with 072X, 072N has to leave
the land and he's in Egypt. He's a stranger.

When you're not there, you're a wimp. And that's 072X can do nothing. He's afraid to open up his
mouth to Pharaoh. And he needs God to help him. But as soon as he comes back to X7W” X and he's
living in ?NXW” X, and he finds out that his nephew is taken. He says, what a f19X11. My nephew is
taken. It's a desecration of God's name. Him and 1¥”X. They go right after 2.4 million people. Not a
big deal at all. They're not afraid of anything because the land makes them bold.

And they run him all the way up to the north, up the coast, all the way up to |7 UIW. And all of a
sudden he stops. He gets weak. You know why he gets weak? Because they're going outside of 7N
PXIW” now. And he lost his boldness. 13728 2¥”, he goes to 127, who is in 1717, outside of PXW” PN,
He's not a bold fellow. But as soon as he crosses, comes to 0”317, even though it's on the east bank,
but it's according to 12711 part of PXIW? PN, the angels from Israel greeted him.

Original source [16] 2,12 N"WNX12 %Y "1 ;32,22 N"WN12
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1y’ went on his way, and angels of God met him. When 2py” saw them, he said, “This is God’s
camp,” and he called that place 0°*JTn.

»17: “Angels of God met him”: Angels of PXW” "IN came to meet him and escort him into the
Land.

WY comes, right away he's a bold fellow. And the brothers, when their sister is defiled in 3w, even if
it's in the territories it is according to PRXW” PR 1271, they're bold, they wipe out the city. But when
they're brought down to Egypt in front of MI¥5 N)DX, they don't have the courage to say anything else.
This is 0”32 1770 NIAR mwyn. This is such a beautiful example. We say, well, how do we know how
to act? I'm not sure to act. The answer is, like N72”1 ]2 77117” says, how are you supposed to act?

You're always supposed to be bold. That's the way you're supposed to be. But guess what? If you live
in P77 711, you're an incomplete Jew. You'll never be bold in X7 p1m. Don't think you're better than
072R. Don't think you're better than 2p¥°. And don't think you're better than their children. You'll
never come to their spiritual level. And even they couldn't be bold enough in P IX? 711. And that's the
message that's consistent throughout the book of Genesis. When a Jew lives outside of PXIW” 11X,
he'll never be as bold as he can be.
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And when a Jew moves to ?X1W” 77X, then he'll be able to be as bold as he can be. And you see this
play itself out in so many different ways.

Contemporary illustrations

You just look at Sharon (Ariel Sharon, Israel’s prime minister from 2001 to 2006). Look at Sharon, in
front of the people, Mr. Tough. We're going to do this, we're going to do that, we're going to do this.
Ba, ba, ba, ba, ba, ba. Ha, ha, ha. I don't care. You guys go straight. You don't do what I do and do
what I want. Arafat is insignificant. We will debate what to do with him and maybe killing him is an
option. All of a sudden he goes to Washington. Yes, Mr. President. Whatever you say, Mr. President.
Let me sell the country down the line. Yes, Mr. President. What happened to the old guy?

Historical context. These remarks reflect the political context of 2003, during George W. Bush’s
presidency. The dialogue is the lecturer’s characterization, not verified verbatim remarks by Sharon.
Reports about killing Arafat as an option concerned Deputy Prime Minister Ehud Olmert in September
2003. Sources: Israeli Defense Ministry biography; White House, July 29, 2003; UN September 2003

chronology.

One trip over the ocean, that's what does it. Every prime minister in Israel, each and every one, talks
big in ?XW” yX. All of a sudden you go outside ?NXW” yIX, they become wimps. Lesson, they
should never leave PXIW” PIN. Mr. President, if you'd like to speak to me, you have an open invitation
anytime you want to. That's it. Everything they do. Netanyahu goes abroad. He's finished. He's out.
He's prime minister. Every one of them. Finished. They lose it. You go outside ?XIW” yIX, you're
finished. That's why there's certain N122i7 that it's not so easy for a Jew who lives in Israel to leave
even for a trip to go outside ?XW” "IN unless for compelling reasons you're not allowed to leave.

Supporting source [17] D ,7 NMnT2n1 0°2%0 11977 ,07207
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One may not leave ?X7W” yIX for another country except to study 171N, to marry, or to rescue
property from idolaters, and then return to the Land. One may also leave for commerce.

Leaving Israel and visiting the land

When we plan visits to ?XIW? 71X, what's the one concern people have? It's dangerous. There's bombs.
There's suicide bombers. This and that. I can't go to ?XW” PIX. And the truth is that there is a certain
degree of legitimacy to that fear. And I don't know how to explain it other than the way we've just
explained it tonight.

DAW in 172N

On our trip in May 2003, as is our tradition, we spent N2W in J1727. You think we're crazy, right? N1w
in 1172m1. The NJW before we left was when that young couple was killed right in the main square. A
suicide bomber was planning to do much worse. But he only blew up and killed those two. It was
NAW °XX¥11. And you know what? I gotta tell the truth, you know?
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After that terrorist attack, 77217117 OY13°2X 1717, the 72°W” WX in Y2IR N7, called me. He said he
would understand if we decided to cancel our NAW visit to 1727. [ answered, “What are you talking
about? We’re your brothers. We’re not going to leave you behind when you need our support.
We’re coming for sure.” Privately, I knew the other men on the trip were anxious, and their wives
were certainly anxious. But something unexplainable happens.

As soon as your plane touches down in 11”711 ]2 Airport, the fear vanishes. Totally vanishes. And then
one week later, we're in J1727. Eleven o'clock at night. We're at the very place where the couple was
killed the week before. They already set up a temporary memorial. There's 9”1¥ guys all over that
street. The main street that faces Abusnena. And they got their rifles cocked into the mountains.

And all of us are saying 0°7°1N. My luggage got misplaced. And at 2.30 in the morning, I'm going
from the hotel up that road to an apartment to find my luggage. In the very place that Arabs were
killing people the week before. Am I normal or not? The answer is, NI PN gives you the
strength. Gives you the power. You're not afraid. There's nothing to be afraid of. Because you're
home. You're where you're supposed to be.

That is how the experience felt to me. The feeling of being home did not make the danger disappear or
remove the need to take security precautions.

Living in Israel and discovering confidence

So, this explains also like why it is that Canadians or Westerners like find this difficulty in dealing
with Israelis. And Israelis find difficulty dealing with us. It's because we're different people. One are
born for boldness and the other are born not to be bold. And it takes some adjustment. And when a
person contemplates making 1°*7Y and saying, how can I do this? I just don't have that personality to
live in PXW” PN, I could not survive a month in PXIW” yX. All of a sudden, when you get there,
you're able to do it. And you're able to have the same f1DX117 that all the Israelis have.

And the boldness that they all have. And you get along kind of fine. You integrate very beautifully into
there. So, it's true. When you're sitting in Toronto, you're legitimately timid. And it's a 100% accurate
feeling. And you'll always feel that way until you get up and leave. Until you go and cross the ocean
and come into the land. As soon as you come into the land, boom. A phenomenon. 2’0 N12X WYN
0°327%. You're not going to be different than your patriarchs. Right?

The land that reveals who you can be

If we look at the opening words of 2 77 NW1D. And this is so beautiful. OWT says, J¥INA T2 7. X
7N, Leave your birthplace. The house of your fathers. Your land. PR ?X. And go to the land. To
the land which I will show you. So, the land which I will show you. The plain meaning is, “To the land
which I will show to you.” But there is a beautiful fWA7T here: we can also hear the words “I will show
you” as “I will show you who you can be.”

Original source [18] X ,1° N°WNX12
SRR N PIRTOR ,P7IX 17201 TRTAARNY TEINRA 77777 (DIARTON T IRRN

OWi said to 012N: Go forth from your land, from your birthplace, and from your father's house, to
the land that I will show you.
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Which I will show to you. In other words, a place that I can point to. “I will show you” is like I'm
showing you. It's not pointing to him. It means I'm pointing to you. I will show you you. No, you're
going to show him the land. The plain meaning is, “I will show to you this land.” Now listen to the
additional meaning of the fWAT. So, I heard a rabbi give a beautiful answer. DWiT is saying, 072N, go
leave your birthplace. Not just the land which I will show to you.

Because I will show you what you can be. I'm not going to show you a piece of real estate in JIN
DNXIW”. I mean, you may happen to see it. But what I'm going to show you is something more
important.

| I'm going to show you who you really are.

You're going to find out the kind of person that you are. D712X was thrown into a fiery furnace. He has
to go all the way into exile. And he can't do too much to defend himself in the exile. But now he's
going to go to a land.

You see what happened? The fiery furnace, what could he do? He believes in his faith. Can he fight
against him? No, they toss him in a furnace. God saves his life. What a wimp you are, 072X. You don't
think you can be anything more than that. How can they ever be bold? He says, I'm going to show you
who you can be. Now you're going to go to the land which will show you who you are. We'll show you
what your full potential is. And you will be a different D72X. Your name will be great.

This is the WATNA that *”WA brings about 072N and the fiery furnace. His faith was already tremendous;
here we are considering how coming to the land allows that inner strength to find further expression.

Original source [19] 13 ,X” N’WNX12 pavkidiog
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TN complained about his son 072X to 7177 because 012X had smashed his idols, and he threw
him into the fiery furnace. [...] When D72X was saved, they asked 1711, “Whose side are you on?”

You'll be a great man. Over here you'll never be a great man. Because you're not bold enough to be a
great man. And that's the beginning of the whole story with the patriarchs. The whole idea, if you can
go to PRIW” PN, if you can merit to go to ?NXIW” PN, that's when God will be able to show you who
you really are. Because everything you think you are, you're an incomplete Jew. Until you're able to go
there.

Taking this into the week

That is a powerful invitation for us too. We should cherish ?XW” yX and the fullness of Jewish life
that OWM calls us to build there. And wherever we are today, we should ask what step of growth is
being asked of us. Where have I allowed discomfort to hold me back? Where have I become so certain
of myself that I have stopped listening to what 171N demands?

Let me suggest three things to take into the week. First, choose one act of courage in W1 NT2aY. It
may be making proper arrangements for N2W, returning to a commitment in learning, or doing a 11¥71
you have put off because of embarrassment. Make it something specific.
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Second, let your 171N learning guide the way you use your strength. Choose one area of conduct to
work on: the way you speak in disagreement, your willingness to hear another person, or the ability to
hold back when anger tells you to press ahead. Ask what the 7711 requires of you in that situation.

Third, turn your love of PX7W” PR and concern for ?XIW” 973 into one constructive act. Strengthen
171N learning, help a family, support a genuine communal need, or take a responsible step toward
deepening your own connection with the land. Let what we have learned bring some good into another
Jew’s life.

And keep this question with you:

Where do I need more courage to serve DWiT, and where does my courage need more
171N to guide it?

Returning to the opening questions

Now let us return to the stories with which we began: the imprisoned yeshiva students, the
demonstrations, and Rav Dov Lior’s psak.

Why are we seeing these confrontations specifically in Eretz Yisrael?

Through the Torah we have learned tonight, we can begin to understand a spiritual dimension of what
is happening. Eretz Yisrael brings out the strength of the Jewish people. Here, Jews build, defend, lead,
and stand up for what they believe. But that strength needs Torah to direct it. The same boldness that
enables a Jew to stand against the world can become destructive when a person cannot hear anything
beyond his own certainty.

Look again at the yeshiva students. Their willingness to endure imprisonment rather than abandon
what they understand to be their obligation to learn Torah expresses tremendous resolve. Those
demonstrating on their behalf feel that the future of Torah is at stake. We must understand that concern
if we want to understand their response.

But even when we are defending Torah, Torah must govern how we defend it. The sincerity of a
protest does not settle whether every action taken during that protest is justified. Holy chutzpah
requires us to ask both what we are standing for and how Hashem wants us to stand for it.

And those exercising the authority of the state must ask their own questions. Do they appreciate what
Torah learning means to the Jewish people? Do they see the human beings and families affected by
imprisonment? Having the power to enforce a decision does not, by itself, answer every moral and
spiritual question about that decision.

Then there is Rav Dov Lior. Here is a senior rav from the Religious Zionist world, issuing a ruling that
Jews may take olives from Palestinian Arab groves on the basis of his understanding of Jewish
ownership of the land. Other rabbanim disagree with his application of those principles. Authorities are
considering whether the ruling warrants a criminal investigation.

Tonight’s discussion does not settle that halachic dispute. Love of Eretz Yisrael, however powerful,
cannot substitute for determining what halachah permits. Nor does disagreement with a rav’s ruling, by
itself, establish that he has committed a crime. Those are questions that require careful examination.
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What connects these stories is the encounter between deeply held conviction and the power to act on it.
In Eretz Yisrael, that encounter becomes especially intense. We are arguing about our land, our
security, our Torah, and the kind of Jewish life we are building together.

The lesson is that Jewish strength needs to remain accountable to Hashem. Azus d’kedushah means
having the courage to do His will, including when His will demands restraint, humility, or
reconsideration. Chutzpah becomes dangerous when our own will becomes the final authority.

So where does that leave us?

We need more Torah—Torah learned seriously, absorbed deeply, and allowed to shape our decisions.
We need leaders with wisdom and yiras Shamayim. We need that ourselves as well. We cannot ask
Hashem to open someone else’s heart while keeping our own closed.

This is why the Mishnah’s words belong together: “Shetivneh ircha” and “vesein chelkeinu be-
Sorasecha.” We ask to return home with the strength to build our Jewish life, and we ask for the Torah
that will teach us how to use that strength. That is the Yaavetz’s answer to the danger of chutzpah
without Torah.

And that brings us to tefillah. Our concern for these events should lead us to ask for something better
for every part of our people: protection for our soldiers, freedom and tranquillity for our Torah
learners, wisdom for our leaders, and teshuvah for all of us.

That is why I composed this special Mi Sheberach. It brings those needs together in one tefillah. We
ask Hashem to help us use the strength He has given us in His service, and to bring us closer to one
another and closer to Him.

Let us conclude by saying it together.
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Mi Sheberach for the Jewish People and Complete Redemption
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Rabbi Yossi Michalowicz - Westmount Shul & Learning Centre

May He Who blessed our forefathers Avraham, Yitzchak
and Yaakov, Moshe and Aharon, David and Shlomo, bless
and protect all our fellow Jews living in the Holy Land: the
soldiers of the Israel Defense Forces and all who defend our
people; those who study and teach Torah; and all our
people who dwell in the Land — men and women, elderly
and children — as we pray for their welfare.

May the Holy One, blessed be He, shelter them in His
mercy, thwart the plans of their enemies, and grant their
defenders wisdom, strength and deliverance. May He return
them home alive and in peace, and heal our people’s
wounds, both physical and emotional. May He strengthen
those devoted to Torah and grant them freedom and
tranquillity to serve Him. May He mercifully restore to
freedom those detained from among our Torah learners, and
enable them to return peacefully to their homes and their
learning.

May He bless the Holy Land with abundant goodness, bring
an end to poverty and deprivation within it, and provide
every family with a dignified livelihood. May He place love
and brotherhood within our hearts, and increase charity and
kindness among us.

May He protect all our fellow Jews, wherever they live,
from hatred, persecution and violence. May He frustrate the
designs of those who hate our people, and grant His people
security and peace wherever they may be.

May He grant the leaders of our people in Eretz Yisrael
wisdom and reverence for Heaven, to guide the Land
according to His holy Torah and halachah, with justice,
kindness and peace. May He turn the hearts of all our
people, in the Holy Land and wherever they dwell
throughout the world, to return to Him in complete
repentance — teshuvah sheleimah — and to fulfil His will
wholeheartedly. In the merit of our teshuvah, may He
hasten our redemption. May He gather our dispersed people
and bring us Mashiach Tzidkeinu. May His sovereignty be
revealed to all humanity, and may all recognize that He
alone is King over all the earth, speedily in our days. And
let us say: Amen.
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