Noach and the Faith
That Moves Us to Act

Parshas Noach 5787 | Hebrew-English Source Sheet
Rabbi Yossi Michalowicz

Sources follow the order of the class. English translations prepared for this class.

1. Bereishis 7:7 and Rashi — Noach’s faith
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Noach, his sons, his wife, and his sons’ wives with him entered the ark because of
the waters of the Flood.

Rashi, on ‘because of the waters of the Flood’: Even Noach was of little faith. He
believed and did not believe that the Flood would come, and did not enter the ark
until the waters forced him in.

2. Rav Pinkus, Tiferes Shimshon, p. 107 — Expecting mercy
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He certainly knew that a decree had been issued: Hashem had determined that
there would be a Flood, and therefore Noach was building the ark. All that was true.
Yet throughout, he lived with the feeling that ultimately the Flood would not come. In
the end, Hashem’s supreme attribute of kindness and mercy would prevail; at the
last moment a great miracle would occur, and everything would turn out well.

Rav Pinkus’s selections are from Tiferes Shimshon, Bereishis, printed pages 107-113
(vj7-177). Contemporary applications in the class are Rabbi Michalowicz’s reflections.
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3. Rambam, Sefer Hamitzvos, positive commandment 4 — Fear of Hashem
(opening excerpt)
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This is the commandment that we affirm the fear of Him, exalted be He, and be
afraid of Him. We must not be like those who deny Him, following their stubborn
hearts and acting heedlessly; rather, we must fear His punishment at all times. This
is His statement: “You shall fear Hashem your God.’
4. Bereishis 22:12 and Rashi — The Akeidah (excerpts)
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‘For now | know that you fear God, since you have not withheld your son, your only
one, from Me.’

Rashi, on ‘for now | know’: ‘I did not tell you to slaughter him, but to bring him up.
You have brought him up; bring him down.’
5. Esther 4:16; Rav Pinkus, p. 108 — Responding to the decree (excerpts)
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‘Go, gather all the Jews who are in Shushan, and fast for me. Do not eat or drink for
three days, night and day. My attendants and | will also fast. Then | will go to the
king, although it is against the law; and if | perish, | perish.’

Rav Pinkus: But Mordechai believed that it could happen, even though he did not
understand its rationale; and he moved heaven and earth to annul the decree.

Rabbi Yossi Michalowicz | Westmount Shul & Learning Centre



Parshas Noach 5787 | Noach and the Faith That Moves Us to Act

6. Rav Pinkus, pp. 111-112 — The reach of our choices (excerpts)
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But the truth is that this is one of the foundations of freedom of choice: throughout
his life, a person stands at a crossroads!

Here lies the great stumbling of many of us. If a person believed in this possibility,
he would be careful; he would pour himself into prayer and, at the same time, make
every effort to escape the inclination that seeks to make him stumble.

7. Rav Pinkus, p. 112 — One person’s influence (excerpt)
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The same is true on the side of good. There is no estimating the number of hours of
learning, the tremendous benefit that one young man can bring into a yeshivah!
Sometimes an enthusiastic student continues the evening learning session from nine
until nine-thirty. His friend sees this, and others also continue learning for an
additional half-hour. The practice continues in a yeshivah whose session ends at
nine. That student leaves the yeshivah; decades pass, and thousands of hours of
learning are credited to him.

| Questions to Take With Us

Where do | say, “That could never happen to me”? What specific help should | ask
Hashem for?

Where do | underestimate my ability to strengthen another person? What will | do
this week?

We underestimate our vulnerability. We also underestimate our influence.

| Closing Story

Yaffa Eliach, Hasidic Tales of the Holocaust, “Hovering above the Pit,” based on the
January 3, 1975 conversation of Rav Yisrael Spira, the Bluzhever Rebbe, with Baruch
Singer.

The story illustrates the strength one person can give another. Survival is never a
measure of righteousness.
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