The Sound of the Shiloach
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How was the water libation performed? A golden flask
holding three log was filled from the Shiloach. When
they reached the Water Gate, they sounded a tekiah, a

teruah and a tekiah. The Kohen ascended the ramp,
turned to his left, and approached the two silver basins.

Source 2 The Narrow Stream Arachin 10b
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The Shiloach flowed through an opening the size of an
issar. The king ordered that it be widened so its waters
would increase, but they diminished. They returned and
narrowed it, and it again flowed with water.

Source 3 Wine Water Day and Night Rabbi
Eliyahu Wolf, Me'at Min HaOr
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Throughout the year the libations were wine; on Sukkos
water was also poured upon the altar. Wine, which
possesses taste, represents a service possessing
understanding and personal appreciation. Tasteless
water represents service beyond understanding,
performed through acceptance of Hashem's yoke simply
because this is His will. Wine-like service flourishes in
the symbolic day, when matters are illuminated. Water-
like service can continue even at night, when a person
does not see or understand.

Source 4 The Issar Opposite the Heart
Berachos 28b and Tur Orach Chaim 113
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One who prays must bow until the vertebrae of the
spine protrude. Ulla said: until an issar can be seen
opposite his heart. Rashi explains that the bow
produces two folds, one above the heart and one below
it, with the width of an issar between them.
Source 5 Agrippas Counts the Korban
Pesach Pesachim 64b
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Agrippas once sought to determine the population of
Israel. He told the Kohen Gadol to count the Korban
Pesach offerings. One kidney was taken from each
offering, and they found 600,000 pairs of kidneys, twice
the number who had left Egypt.
Source 6 A New Acceptance Every Day
Rabbi Eliyahu Wolf Berachos 29a
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Kabbalas ol must accompany a Jew's service at all
times. It is a continuous, daily avodah. Yesterday's
acceptance is insufficient for today's service; today,
once again, I must serve Hashem through kabbalas ol.
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Do not trust in yourself until the day of your death, for
Yochanan Kohen Gadol served in the Kehunah Gedolah
for eighty years and ultimately became a Tzeduki.
Source 7 Return to the Narrow Source
Rabbi Eliyahu Wolf, Me'at Min HaOr
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When they returned and narrowed the opening, the
water flowed again. When a Jew bases his avodah upon
kabbalas ol, upon the issar-sized flow, his relationship
with Hashem runs deeply, firmly and steadily. In private
life, in the office and in business, he fulfills the mission

Hashem placed upon him and makes his location a
dwelling for the Creator of the world.
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