THE ELUL ROAD MAP

Where Are We Going?

A CONSTANT RELATIONSHIP

Simchas Torah
Sukkos +
Hoshana Rabbah WITH HASHEM
Devarim 4:35 - the hakafos declaration

Aseres Yemei
Teshuvah

——————— Rosh Hashanah
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THE FIRST ROAD SIGN

Shofar +
LeDovid

Rosh Chodesh Elul

We have already travelled through more than three weeks of Elul. Are we
closer to the destination - and do we know which city we are trying to reach?

1. Melachim Il 6:19 and Rav Pinkus - The Road and the City
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"This is not the road, and this is not the city." Rav Pinkus learns from these words that
to reach any goal in life, we must first establish both the destination and the correct
means that lead to it. The means are the "road"; the goal itself is the "city."

2. Shir HaShirim 6:3 - The First Road Sign
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"I am for my Beloved, and my Beloved is for me." The opening letters spell 71'7x. The
first sign already identifies the destination: a relationship with Hashem.

3. Devarim 30:11, 14 - Is It Within Our Reach?
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"This mitzvah that I command you today is not hidden from you, and it is not distant...
Rather, the matter is very close to you, in your mouth and in your heart, to perform it."
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THE SOURCES BEHIND THE JOURNEY
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4. Devarim 31:6 - The Source of Our Strength
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"Be strong and courageous... because Hashem, your God, is the One who walks with
you; He will not weaken His hold upon you, and He will not abandon you." Attainable
does not mean independent.

5. Rav Pinkus - The Practical Destination
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We have now defined the goal, the destination, the "city": to establish a bond with

Hashem and take shelter in His presence. Hashem created a special period

particularly suited to forming that bond, from the beginning of Elul until after Sukkos.
Connection with Hashem is the goal of this entire system.

6. Tehillim 63:4 - The Relationship Is Greater Than the Gift
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"Because Your kindness is better than life, my lips will praise You." We ordinarily want
Hashem because we want life. Rav Pinkus teaches us to want life because we want
Hashem.

7. Rav Pinkus - Tefillah and the Road Sign
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Through tefillah with concentration and the avodah of Elul and the days of teshuvah,
we bring Hashem into our lives. When travelling to a city, we look at the first sign to
discover the correct direction. Elul's first sign is "I am for my Beloved, and my Beloved
is for me": to form a companionship with Hashem, so that He becomes part of our
lives.

The sign does not tell us that we have already arrived. It tells us which
direction to travel now.
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