PARSHAS TOLDOS - SOURCE SHEET

Titen Emes L'Yaakov

Hebrew and English readings

Rabbi Yossi Michalowicz

Numbers match the teaching transcript. Hebrew and Aramaic excerpts appear beside the English.
Modern accounts and teaching summaries are identified as such.

o1 The field, the tents, and Esav’s garments

Bereishis 25:27

A7y NTY WIN TIY VT WiIN 1Y 0 0ayIn 7Ty The boys grew up. Esav became a man
:o7on 2w op wiy | Skilled at hunting, a man of the field. Yaakov
was a wholehearted man, dwelling in tents.

Rashi on Bereishis 25:27

,NAX 1781 1'92 ax NX Nind'71 TiX7 .7y vy He knew how to trap and deceive his father
My 102 ?[2M0 Nyl N7An Nx Mivun pxn | With his mouth. He would ask him, “Father,
:(XNININ) NINN2 777N RINY how do you tithe salt and straw?” His father
thought he was meticulous in observing the

mitzvos.

Bereishis 27:15-16

WX NTAND 7Tan M3A 1wy 'many nzad ngnt - Rivkah took the choice garments of Esav, her
Q0 M JVUI'DN YA7n1 N2 ARN older son, which were with her in the house,
and dressed Yaakov, her younger son, in

NZ7n 7Y IIC7Y AWRTD DMYD NI MY DK them. She put the skins of the young goats

ANIX ' on his hands and on the smooth part of his
neck.
Nifla’os HaYehudi - Chassidic telling, p. 11 - Read the Sfas Emes in Hebrew

02 Esav’s accusation

Bereishis 27:36

MY DNYD N7 DAYl A7y 1y X7 Do il He said, “Is that why he was called Yaakov?
70 0N M2 N7 nRY nanl ny7 maoa  He has outmaneuvered me these two times.
He took my birthright, and now he has taken
my blessing.” And he said, “Haven’t you kept
a blessing for me?”

N0 '7 D7XN
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https://www.jewishrenewalhasidus.org/wp-content/uploads/1%2019%20Yehudi.htm
https://www.kolhalashon.com/pdf/OldSite/0918-20160809-090326.pdf
https://he.wikisource.org/wiki/%D7%A9%D7%A4%D7%AA_%D7%90%D7%9E%D7%AA/%D7%AA%D7%95%D7%9C%D7%93%D7%95%D7%AA#%D7%AA%D7%A8%D7%9C%D7%B4%D7%90

03 The promise of emes

Michah 7:20

DYAYIWY DDIAN7 TON 2yl7 Ny AN
:DT7 ''N NDANT

You will grant truth to Yaakov and kindness
to Avraham, as You swore to our fathers in
days of old.

04 The same root in a warning about deception

Yirmiyahu 9:3 - Hebrew numbering
772 2 1NLANT7N NXNT7277Y1 WD inuIn Wi
Q70722 VD771 Ay Alj7y Dy

o5 Rachel’s question

Bereishis 29:12
NID N2 21 NN QAN DY D 7027 27y T
N7 TR YIDI

Megillah 13b - Rachel’s question
?7RNIMNA M0YT 7 TXT7 MY M inY7 nnX

06 The sale of the birthright

Bereishis 25:29-34
QW NI DTYDTM 1YY N T Q7Y T

DTYD DINDTN K) QW7D AFUITR 1IWY N

P

DITY MYR)Z 1277V DIX QU D D

17 AN222TNY DI NN AFY! MMN

N3 7 DTIRYI NN 1710 21X NIN 1YY NI
MY D17 Yaw DR 7 nyawn Qiy mai
27YY7 1N203

DiZ! YL 72N DWTY T DNY 1WYY7 D2 7YY
{o} ‘>0 ¥ by 11 )71

Each of you, beware of your neighbor, and
put your trust in no brother. For every
brother will surely outmaneuver you, and
every neighbor will go about carrying tales.

Yaakov told Rachel that he was her father’s
kinsman and that he was Rivkah’s son. She
ran and told her father.

She said to him, “Are tzaddikim permitted to
use deception?”

29. Yaakov was cooking stew when Esav
came in from the field, exhausted. 30. Esav
said to Yaakov, “Let me gulp down some of
that red, red stuff, for I am exhausted.” That
is why he was called Edom. 31. Yaakov said,
“Sell me your birthright as of this day.” 32.
Esav said, “Look, I am going to die, so what
use is the birthright to me?” 33. Yaakov said,
“Swear to me as of this day.” He swore to
him and sold his birthright to Yaakov. 34.
Yaakov gave Esav bread and lentil stew. He
ate, drank, rose, and went away. Esav treated
the birthright with contempt.
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Rashi on Bereishis 25:30 - “Let me gulp down”

N2INY7 NN 19WI '9 NNOX .I0W'7N

07 What Yaakov actually said

Bereishis 27:19

WND MY 1002 1Dy DIN MANT7N Q7Y MmN

2720 MAYA TN N7IN] DAY RY)TDI7 7N D)AT
Y9

“I will open my mouth, and you pour a lot
into it.”

Yaakov said to his father, “I am Esav your
firstborn. I have done as you told me. Please
get up, sit, and eat of my game, so that your
soul may bless me.”

08 Leah turns the question around

Bereishis 29:23-25

N2 7N ADN N IRD X7TIN N 20Ya D
TN

NNOY IR NN77 INDSY N97ITNX A7 |27 |1

NNTTIN 127778 MNL NX7 NI 1722 D
1NMY NAYZIIRY MTAY 7002 N7D 17 D'y

Bereishis Rabbah 70:19 - Leah’s answer

Y7 XY N'DEL7N0 N7 NIX DINR'Y7Y7 NIND 701
N1 XN'MIY NN N7 X L,NR7 NN NINE R19Y)
J7 NIV NXRE 7NN N7 DN N'7'720 IRT7 NN
N'N D N7 ,0'TM7N Y7 7T 1950 N'R N7 NN

N'7 1Y NXNILIWY IAR 17 DX

23. In the evening Lavan took Leah his
daughter and brought her to Yaakov, and he
came to her. 24. Lavan gave his maidservant
Zilpah to Leah his daughter as a
maidservant. 25. In the morning, there she
was, Leah. He said to Lavan, “What have you
done to me? Was it not for Rachel that I
worked for you? Why did you deceive me?”

All that night he called her Rachel, and she
answered him. In the morning, there she
was, Leah. He said to her, “You deceiver,
daughter of a deceiver! Didn’t I call you
Rachel all night, and you answered me?” She
said to him, “Is there a teacher without
students? Didn’t your father call you Esav,
and you answered him?”
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09 The agreement and the rods

Bereishis 30:31-36 - The agreement

NNINN 77 RNTR7 Q7Y NN 770N DR NI

IRY YR NYN N0 12T 7TnvynToN
YN

Ti71 | NPT72 DWN 10D DD QINYT722 12N
N!DI DMYA Ti7a) X17Q] DAY DINTAYT72) NIT7Q)
Y

1797 NYT7Y NIANTD 0N DI NZTY ATNNYI
1133 DAY DIN| DY NI7Q) T7) XWX 7D
NN NI

20212 "7 D27 NG

NX| D'R79D] DT7YD DWMD NN XD D 101
DINT721 12 [277WY 75 NX7VD| NITF7I0 DTVRT7R

NYY QYN QY P 1 0mE N7y )7 Dwi
MDD 27 KXY

Bereishis 30:37-43 - The rods
[02 7x92!1 [INQY| 17| N7 N)27 7¢n YL 17Nzl

D'RD NINZYA D'0DN2 7X¥9 WX NI77RD Ny Ay
I¥22 N0 |XXD N2)7 NINYY7 [NXD IN2D WY
NInY'7
D'Ti7) D'Ti7Y |NND JT70L NI7i70077) [RND 1N
‘DRI
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A7YY7 DYl
NIN9WI NiAY XY 17701 T8N TNN UIND YI9!
07NN 070X DTAYL

31. Lavan asked, “What shall I give you?”
Yaakov said, “Give me nothing. If you will do
this for me, I will again pasture and guard
your flock.” 32. Yaakov asks to go through
the flock and remove the speckled and
spotted animals, dark sheep, and spotted or
speckled goats. That will be his wage. 33.
When Lavan inspects his wages, any goat
that is neither speckled nor spotted and any
sheep that is not dark will count as stolen.
34. Lavan says, “Agreed. Let it be as you
say.” 35. That day Lavan removed the striped
and spotted he-goats and all the speckled
and spotted she-goats, everything with white
on it, and all the dark sheep. He put them in
the care of his sons. 36. He set a three days’
journey between himself and Yaakov. Yaakov
tended the rest of Lavan’s flock.

37. Yaakov took fresh rods of poplar, almond,
and plane, and peeled white stripes in them,
exposing the white on the rods. 38. He set
the peeled rods in the channels, in the
watering troughs where the flocks came to
drink, in front of the flocks. The animals
mated when they came to drink. 39. The
flocks mated by the rods and gave birth to
striped, speckled, and spotted young. 40.
Yaakov separated the lambs and faced the
flock toward the striped and dark animals in
Lavan’s flock. He kept his own herds apart
and did not mix them with Lavan’s flock. 41.
When the stronger animals mated, Yaakov
placed the rods in the channels before their
eyes so they would mate by the rods. 42.
When the animals were weak, he did not put
them there. The weak ones went to Lavan
and the strong ones to Yaakov. 43. The man
prospered greatly. He had abundant flocks,
maidservants and servants, camels and
donkeys.
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10 Yaakov leaves without telling Lavan

Bereishis 31:20-21
D17 10 17277V Moy 127 27Ny a7y 2y
‘NI DN2
DM IDIDTNY N2V D7 177WRT79) KIn N
ITY730 1D 199NN

Yaakov stole the heart of Lavan the Aramean
by failing to tell him that he was fleeing. He
fled with all he had, crossed the river, and
set his face toward the hill country of Gilad.

12 The road Yaakov said he would take

Bereishis 33:12-17
ATN7 NATRINQ731 YOI NI
17201 [NXD] D9] D707 UT QTR 7N N
JINYD772 1NNL TON DIF DI7OTH 7Y Mi7Y

7307 "ON7 NZDINY MINL 1TV 1197 AT NI
NINTWN TY DITZD 73071 197K NNTRD
WY ITNTTY

TN VI IDTRYNY N NRY
WYY 1D2T7 1PV NIDD DF2 Qg

N30 NPY inlyn7i NR 17 |3 NN30 Y0l Ay
{0} a0 DIFRDTDY NQ7 277V

12. Esav said, “Let us set out and go, and I
will go alongside you.” 13. Yaakov said to
him, “My lord knows that the children are
tender and that I have nursing sheep and
cattle to care for. If they are driven hard for
one day, all the flocks will die. 14. Please let
my lord go ahead of his servant. I will move
on slowly, at the pace of the livestock before
me and the pace of the children, until I come
to my lord in Seir.” 15. Esav said, “Let me
leave with you some of the people who are
with me.” Yaakov said, “What need is there
for that? Let me find favor in my lord’s eyes.”
16. Esav returned that day on his way to Seir.
17. Yaakov went to Sukkos. He built himself
a house and made shelters for his livestock.
That is why the place was called Sukkos.
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11 What the brothers did and what Yaakov said

Bereishis 34:13-17 - The agreement
NN ¥ 1INDTNK] DOYTNY Q7YY Dy
:DNNY NY'T NX XAV WX 1NATI
"N¥ NNY7Z D10 12T NIWYY7 7211 X7 D7 RN
17 NID NN N7IY 17K WINT 1DNY

72 DQ7 7Rn7 11N 1'AR DN DR7 NIN) NNTATIX
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i

1YY 107°NZ) DIMIANY| D7 1DIANY D)
ITON DYY 121)] DINX

NPATNY D771 707 107X 1YNen N7°DX|
11371

13. Yaakov’s sons answered Shechem and his
father Chamor with guile. They spoke that
way because he had defiled their sister
Dinah. 14. They said, “We cannot do such a
thing, to give our sister to an uncircumcised
man, for that would be a disgrace to us. 15.
Only on this condition will we agree to you:
that you become like us by circumcising
every male among you. 16. Then we will give
you our daughters and take your daughters
for ourselves. We will live with you and
become one people. 17. But if you do not
listen to us and become circumcised, we will
take our daughter and go.”

Bereishis 34:25-31 - The attack and Yaakov’s rebuke

2{7ViM2TY N7 DY) DRI 7w D i
NV VYDT7Y INA 1200 WIR NPT DY ) VY
072 100

Y N7 ANTO7 100 N2 DRYTNY] AN
ANYI DY NAN MY

INAD WX MWD T DY770D77Y 1N Q7Y 93
:DNINY

VYAIYN NN DRNDTNN D72 NN DIRN NN

2173
N7 NIW2 Wy TN

WA 1Y D'WITR] DOV TN D7D NN
N33 WNTT7R NN

MmN DD2Y 777N IynyTTy Ay
TN ¥E 1921 Y193 YN 2w wNany
I Y TN DN 17V 190X8)] 190N

NI

{9} mniny Ny APY! NIND NN

25. On the third day, while the men were in
pain, two of Yaakov’s sons, Shimon and Levi,
Dinah’s brothers, each took his sword. They
came upon the unsuspecting city and killed
every male. 26. They killed Chamor and his
son Shechem by the sword, took Dinah out of
Shechem’s house, and left. 27. Yaakov’s sons
came upon the slain and plundered the city
because their sister had been defiled. 28.
They took their sheep, cattle, and donkeys,
and whatever was in the city and in the field.
29. They carried off all their wealth, all their
children, and their wives, and plundered
everything in the houses. 30. Yaakov said to
Shimon and Levi, “You have brought trouble
upon me by making me odious to the
inhabitants of the land, the Canaanite and
the Perizzite. My numbers are few. If they
gather against me and attack me, I and my
household will be destroyed.” 31. They said,
“Should he treat our sister like a prostitute?”
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Bereishis 49:5-7 - Yaakov’s words at the end of his life

DM 0NN 173 D'NX 7] [iyny

'> T2 TDRT7X D702 'W91 NIRT7X DT03
NIYTNZY D)X WIN 10D DONY

A7V DYDY DY D DDIAY| TY D DOX YN
{9} 7x%7w1 Dy'ONI

5. Shimon and Levi are brothers. Their
weapons are instruments of violence. 6. Let
my soul enter no council of theirs. Let my
honor join no assembly of theirs. For in their
anger they killed men, and at their pleasure
they hamstrung an ox. 7. Cursed be their
anger, for it is fierce, and their fury, for it is
harsh. I will divide them in Yaakov and
scatter them in Yisrael.

13 Morning and night after Shema

Berachos 12a

N7¥ 72 22T AMYN R1Q X1'ND 12 N3] NN

NV 7MY NN NINY 72N NRYT Y

2700 1722 TID7~ MY NN T RY! KT —
NI7'72 QNN

Tehillim 92:3

Mi7'72 INAUNKYI ATON 1722 TIDT

Anyone who does not say “Emes v'yatziv” in
the morning and “Emes ve’emunah” in the
evening has not fulfilled his obligation, as it
is said, “To declare Your kindness in the
morning and Your faithfulness at night.”

To declare Your kindness in the morning and
Your faithfulness at night.

14 Before and after the sea opens

Shemos 14:13-16
TN IR XYM IRYIAT7R DuRT7y nwn il
DI'NY WX 1D DPD D7 NWYIMIYN Nin! nuiv
:071V-TY TIY DNND7 190N X7 DD DAYN NN
{9} :p¥ 0P DDXI DQ7 DNT! DL
TI2T7N AT I FUNRTAN AYNT7Y DN N
AV Q! 7N
Y7 D077V QTN NOM QUNTNY DD NHX
Y22 DI QN 7RIV AN

13. Moshe said to the people, “Do not fear.
Stand firm and see the deliverance Hashem
will perform for you today. For the Egyptians
you have seen today, you will never see
again. 14. Hashem will fight for you, and you
shall be silent.” 15. Hashem said to Moshe,
“Why do you cry out to Me? Tell the children
of Israel to go forward. 16. And you, raise
your staff, stretch out your hand over the
sea, and split it. The children of Israel will go
into the sea on dry ground.”
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Shemos 14:30-31
N1 DYN TN 7XIWINY NIDD DPA NjR VWL
'DID NOW7Y NN DIYNTIX 7TRIY!

NNt NPy Wy N7mo maTy 7w Xl
NYNi NN 0K NINCNY DY IN)ML DDYN3

{9} ITv

30. On that day Hashem saved Israel from
the hand of Egypt, and Israel saw Egypt dead
on the shore of the sea. 31. Israel saw the
mighty hand that Hashem had wielded
against Egypt. The people feared Hashem
and believed in Hashem and in Moshe His
servant.

15 This world resembles night

Tehillim 104:20 and Bava Metzia 83b
AUrINIDT72 Wnantia n7i7 ' wnTnen

AMOT 'NN 901 22 R ,N7 NYI RIT 2D eOT
7V IND 72 Wnan 1A n7i7 ' Qwn nyn~
NRITY N{D D7V NI - “n7'7 ' Qwn nyn~
JAY DY 17X - “IULINM 72 wnon 12 .n7!77

AvaY NNy MmiTy

“You bring darkness, and it becomes night.
In it all the beasts of the forest stir.” Rabbi
Zeira expounded: “You bring darkness, and it
becomes night” refers to this world, which is
like night. “In it all the beasts of the forest
stir” refers to the wicked in this world, who
are like the beasts of the forest.

16 The truth of Hashem'’s existence

Rambam, Hilchos Yesodei HaTorah 1:1-4
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1. The foundation of foundations and the
pillar of wisdoms is to know that there is a
First Being who brings every existing thing
into existence. All beings in heaven and on
earth and between them exist only by virtue
of the truth of His existence. 2. If it were
supposed that He does not exist, no other
thing could exist. 3. If it were supposed that
none of the beings besides Him existed, He
alone would still exist and would not cease to
be with their disappearance. All beings need
Him, and He, blessed is He, needs none of
them. The truth of His existence is therefore
unlike that of any one of them. 4. This is
what the prophet says, “Hashem God is
truth.” He alone is truth, and nothing else
has truth like His truth. This is what the
Torah says, “There is nothing else besides
Him,” meaning that there is no true
existence apart from Him that is like His.
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Tiferes Shimshon, Toldos, p. 307 - The directions mashal, summarized

7V qI0I DN N'INY TN ']WT'7 N1lDN Yi71N DTN
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17 A world seen clearly

Pesachim 50a

w7Nn M7 |2 ywIinr AT N2 qoir 20T X D
ANX NITN NN NN DY7 X TRD TN
DIINNNI ,N0N7 DAY MR 190 D71V 07
DI AN 'R N2 D71V 2 17 X .n7ynY
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18 Ish tam and tamim tihyeh

Rashi on Bereishis 25:27
90 1'RY M L, I'9 21272 ,n7X 701 72 1'Y .ON
:0DR N7 NiNY

QY 7Y 170N DY 7Y 17X .D'Y70N Qe

A driver asks a stranger for directions and
trusts his answer. People naturally have an
appreciation for truth. Our neshamah comes
from Hashem, and Hashem is emes.

Rav Yosef son of Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi
fell ill and recovered. When he returned, his
father asked him, “What did you see?” He
answered, “I saw an upside-down world.
Those who are above were below, and those
who are below were above.” He said to him,
“My son, you saw a clear world.” He asked,
“And where are we?” He answered, “Just as
we are here, so we are there.”

He said, “I heard them saying, ‘Fortunate is
the one who comes here with his learning in
his hand.” I also heard them saying that no
creature can stand in the place of those put
to death by the authorities.”

“A wholehearted man.” He was not expert in
all these things. What was in his heart was in
his mouth. A person who is unskilled in
deceiving is called tam. “Dwelling in tents.”
The tent of Shem and the tent of Ever.
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Devarim 18:9-14
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Rashi on Devarim 18:13
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9. When you enter the land that Hashem
your God is giving you, do not learn to act
according to the abominations of those
nations. 10. There shall not be found among
you anyone who passes his son or daughter
through fire, a diviner, a soothsayer, an
augur, a sorcerer, 11. a charmer, one who
consults a ghost or a familiar spirit, or one
who inquires of the dead. 12. Whoever does
these things is an abomination to Hashem,
and because of these abominations Hashem
your God is dispossessing them before you.
13. Be wholehearted with Hashem your God.
14. For these nations that you are
dispossessing listen to soothsayers and
diviners. As for you, Hashem your God has
assigned you no such thing.

Walk with Him wholeheartedly, put your
hope in Him, and do not probe the future.
Whatever comes upon you, accept
wholeheartedly. Then you will be with Him
and be His portion.
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19 The bone from which the body is rebuilt

Zohar, Midrash HaNe’elam, Toldos 137a - Aramaic
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Zohar text

20 What overeating does

Rambam, Hilchos De’os 4:15
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Rav Huna said, “That is not so. I was in the
towns by the sea, and I heard them call that
bone of the spine, the one that remains in the
grave out of the entire body, ‘Besuel the
deceiver.” I asked about it. They said it was
like the head of the serpent, which is a
deceiver, and that bone is more deceptive
than all the other bones.”

For Rabbi Shimon taught, “Why does that
bone endure more than all the other bones?
Because it is a deceiver and does not take in
the taste of human food as the other bones
do. Therefore it is stronger than all the bones
and will be the root from which the body is
rebuilt.” This is what is written, “The
daughter of Besuel the Aramean.” Rabbi
Shimon taught that it is a deceiver and has
always been a deceiver, like the evil
inclination, which is a deceiver. This is what
is written, “The daughter of Besuel the
Aramean,” the deceiving bone.

Overeating is like poison to anyone’s body
and is the principal cause of all illnesses.
Most illnesses that come upon a person come
either from harmful foods or because he fills
his stomach and eats excessively, even of
good foods. This is what Shlomo said in his
wisdom, “One who guards his mouth and
tongue guards his soul from troubles”
(Mishlei 21:23). That is, he guards his mouth
from harmful food or from eating to satiety,
and his tongue from speaking anything other
than what he needs.
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21 Yaakov’s renewed life and his Shema

Bereishis 45:27 and 46:29
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Rashi on Bereishis 46:29
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45:27. They told him all the words Yosef had
spoken to them. He saw the wagons Yosef
had sent to carry him, and the spirit of their
father Yaakov came alive. 46:29. Yosef
harnessed his chariot and went up to Goshen
to meet his father Yisrael. He appeared
before him, fell upon his neck, and wept
upon his neck for a long time.

The expression means abundant weeping.
Likewise in Iyov 34:23, “For He does not
place upon a man more,” the word means an
increase: He does not add accusations
beyond the person’s sins. Here too Yosef
wept more than usual. But Yaakov did not fall
on Yosef’s neck or kiss him. Our Sages said
that he was reciting the Shema.

Tiferes Shimshon, Vayigash, p. 425 - Summary of two readings
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When Yaakov heard that Yosef was alive, his
life was renewed. In reciting Shema, he gave
that renewed life to Hashem.

The baalei avodah understood that Yaakov
brought the joy and love awakened by the
reunion itself into his service of Hashem.

22 Reb Chaim Brisker’s objection and his answer

Chiddushei HaGri”z al HaTorah, Hosafos, Vayigash, p. 6 (1) - The question
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“Yosef harnessed his chariot and went up to
meet his father Yisrael ... and he wept on his
neck for a long time” (Bereishis 46:29). Rashi
explains that Yaakov did not fall on Yosef’s
neck or kiss him, and that our Sages said he
was reciting Shema. This needs explanation.
If the time for Shema had arrived, why did
Yosef not recite it too?
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Chiddushei HaGri”z al HaTorah, Hosafos, Vayigash, p. 6 (1) - The proposed explanation
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Someone said before Reb Chaim in the name
of a rav that Yaakov recited Shema just then
because he loved Yosef more than all his
other sons. After twenty-two years without
seeing him, his love for Yosef welled up with
even greater force when they met. He
wished to give that great love over to the
Holy One, blessed is He, so he recited Shema
then to strengthen the love of Hashem in his
heart.

Chiddushei HaGri”z al HaTorah, Hosafos, Vayigash, p. 6 (1) - Reb Chaim’s objection
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Reb Chaim did not accept this. He said that
the speaker was talking about Yaakov Avinu
as if Yaakov Avinu were on the speaker’s own
level. The speaker feels that for himself this
would be a test, and that it would be a great
thing to do. But can one say of the holy Avos
that they had a separate love for their
children which they needed to hand over to
the Holy One, blessed is He? Their entire
love for their children arose out of the
service and love of Hashem.

Chiddushei HaGri”z al HaTorah, Hosafos, Vayigash, p. 6 (1) - The mitzvah of the journey

VN NNIND W77 A7V X7V ANT D700 NN
INXNY CDONPND AN DYDY INTYT DIYN XIN
,D¥ WN 71T2 127 D NNIXN N TN XM 7N 17
nd'7NN NN X7'Mni RTn 79y DN NNl
['TN DIYN NINXR DIXNAN 09 Al ,NINN 178N
ND) NJIDA §'7'TD NINNN N IS NIXNA 70IVT
N N2A'NNT NIN )TT N272 0T ND71a1 (X7

L2109 NIXNT ND72

Reb Chaim said that Yaakov recited Shema at
that moment because his descent to Egypt
was at Hashem’s command. Hashem said,
“Do not fear going down to Egypt, for I will
make you a great nation there.” He was
compelled by the divine word, so the journey
was a mitzvah for him. He was exempt from
another mitzvah under the law that one
occupied with a mitzvah is exempt from
another mitzvah. Sukkah 25a derives this
from “when you go on the way”: you are
obligated when going on your own way, but
exempt when going on a mitzvah journey.
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Chiddushei HaGri”z al HaTorah, Hosafos, Vayigash, p. 6 (1) - At the border
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As long as Yaakov was on the road he was
occupied with the mitzvah of going there and
was exempt from Shema. Once he reached
the border of Egypt and fulfilled his mitzvah,
it was once again called his own way, no
longer a mitzvah journey. He became
obligated in Shema immediately and recited
it then. Yosef, who had been obligated earlier
as well, had already recited Shema promptly
at its proper time.

Tiferes Shimshon, Vayigash, pp. 425-426 - Key lines
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You're dressing Yaakov Avinu in your own
clothes!

We must explain the words of Torah through
the words of Torah itself.

23 The mitzvah to go down to Egypt

Bereishis 46:3
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Pesach Haggadah, Maggid - Devarim 26:5
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Sukkah 25a - Mishnah and Gemara
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He said, “I am God, the God of your father.
Do not fear going down to Egypt, for I will
make you into a great nation there.”

“He went down to Egypt” means compelled
by the divine word.

Those traveling on a mitzvah mission are
exempt from sukkah. The sick and those
attending them are exempt from sukkah. One
may eat or drink casually outside the sukkah.
How do we know this? The Sages taught that
“when you sit in your house” excludes one
occupied with a mitzvah, and “when you go
on your way” excludes a bridegroom.
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24 The Gur Aryeh’s two answers

Gur Aryeh on Bereishis 46:29 - First reading
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Gur Aryeh on Bereishis 46:29 - Second reading
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Our Sages said that Yaakov was reciting
Shema. They asked why Yosef did not recite
Shema if it was the time to recite it. It is
difficult to say he recited it earlier or later,
since the diligent perform mitzvos as early as
possible and the time is the same for
everyone. Further, how do we know Yaakov
recited Shema? Perhaps he was praying. One
can answer that Yosef did recite Shema. We
follow Rabbi Yehudah, who says that in the
middle of a section one may interrupt to
greet out of reverence. That includes
reverence for his father. Yosef therefore
interrupted his recitation, while Yaakov did
not interrupt and continued reciting Shema.

We still need to know the meaning of the
Shema that Yaakov was reciting. This will
also explain why Yosef was not reciting
Shema. When Yaakov came and saw his son
Yosef as a king, love and awe of the Holy
One, blessed is He, entered his heart. He
saw how good and perfect His ways are and
how He gives good reward to those who fear
Him. This is the way of the pious: when good
comes to them, they cleave to the Holy One,
blessed is He, for the goodness and truth He
has shown them. That is the meaning of
reciting Shema, in which we declare the
oneness of His kingship and love for Him. It
was fitting to recite Shema when Yosef came
to Yaakov after the great pain Yaakov had
suffered over him. Now that he saw him as a
king, he loved the Holy One, blessed is He,
who had done this for him, and accepted His
kingship, love, and awe. This is clear to one
who understands.
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Devarim 6:4-5
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Hear, Israel, Hashem is our God, Hashem is
One. You shall love Hashem your God with all
your heart, with all your soul, and with all
your might.

Between sections one may greet a person out
of honor and respond. In the middle of a
section one may greet out of reverence and
respond. These are the words of Rabbi Meir.
Rabbi Yehudah says that in the middle one
may greet out of reverence and respond out
of honor. Between sections one may greet
out of honor and respond to anyone.

25 What part of human nature can explain Torah?

Mishlei 3:19 and Tehillim 33:6
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Hashem founded the earth with wisdom and
established the heavens with understanding.
By the word of Hashem the heavens were
made, and by the breath of His mouth all
their host.

Tiferes Shimshon, Vayigash, p. 427 - Third paragraph
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Compared with us, the great Torah sages,
even the great Acharonim, though they too
were very far removed from the Avos, still
retained the substance of the human being in
their natural qualities. As for us, who can
still tell which feeling is natural, formed by
Hashem’s word, and which feeling comes
from traits formed by human hands?

Tiferes Shimshon, Vayigash, pp. 426-427 - Argument in brief
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The world’s nature comes from Hashem'’s
wisdom. The dispute is whether we can still
distinguish the nature Hashem created from
acquired traits, habits, and imaginings.
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06 The birthright and Esav’s fear of death

Bava Basra 16b - Rabbi Yochanan
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Rashi on Bereishis 25:31-32
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Rashbam on Bereishis 25:32
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Esav had relations with a betrothed young
woman, killed a person, denied Hashem,
denied techiyas hameisim, and treated the
birthright with contempt.

“Sell me as of this day” means that the sale
should be as clear as the day. Since the
sacrificial service belonged to the firstborn,
Yaakov said that this wicked man was unfit to
offer sacrifices to Hashem. On “I am going to
die,” Rashi first explains that the birthright
was not permanent, for the service would
ultimately pass to the tribe of Levi. He then
gives another explanation. Esav asked about
the nature of the service. Yaakov told him of
its prohibitions, punishments, and liabilities
to death, such as serving after drinking wine
or with unkempt hair. Esav said, “I am going
to die through it. If so, what use is it to me?”

I go out hunting dangerous animals every
day, and they may kill me. Why should I wait
for the share of the birthright that will come
only after our father dies?

07 How Rashi reads Yaakov’s words

Rashi on Bereishis 27:19
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Read the Sfas Emes in Hebrew

Bereishis 25:23 - Hashem’s words to Rivkah
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“I” am the one bringing it to you, and Esav is
your firstborn. “I have done” means that I
have done several things that you have told
me to do.

The older will serve the younger.
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Bereishis 27:8, 13 - Rivkah’s words to Yaakov
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Onkelos on Bereishis 27:13
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Bereishis 27:29 - From Yitzchak’s brachah
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o5 Yaakov’s answer to Rachel

“Now, my son, listen to my voice and do what
I command you.” When Yaakov fears a curse,
Rivkah says, “Let your curse be upon me, my
son. Just listen to my voice and go get them
for me.”

“It was told to me in prophecy that curses
would not come upon you, my son.”

“May peoples serve you and nations bow
down to you. Be master over your brothers,
and may your mother’s sons bow down to
you.”

Megillah 13b - Read the answer when returning to this question
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Megillah 13b - Rachel gives Leah the signs
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Megillah 13b asks how Yaakov could call
himself Lavan’s brother. He was the son of
Lavan’s sister. When Yaakov asked Rachel to
marry him, she warned that her father was a
deceiver. Yaakov said he could match him in
deception. Rachel asked, ‘Are tzaddikim
permitted to use deception?’ He said, ‘Yes.
With the pure You show Yourself pure, and
with the crooked You act shrewdly.’

Rachel explained that Lavan would marry off
her older sister first. Yaakov gave Rachel
signs by which he could recognize her.

On the wedding night Rachel realized her
sister would be humiliated, so she gave Leah
the signs. The Gemara asks why the Torah
says, “In the morning, there she was, Leah.”
She had been Leah all along. Because Rachel
had given her the signs, Yaakov did not know
until morning. For this, Rachel merited that
Shaul descend from her.
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09 Lavan’s changing wages

Bereishis 31:7-12 - Yaakov’s account
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7. “Your father has cheated me and changed
my wages ten times, but God did not let him
harm me. 8. When he said, “The speckled will
be your wage,” the whole flock gave birth to
speckled young. When he said, ‘The striped
will be your wage,” the whole flock gave birth
to striped young. 9. God took your father’s
livestock away and gave it to me. 10. At the
time the flock mated, I looked up and saw in
a dream that the males mounting the flock
were striped, speckled, and mottled. 11. The
angel of God said to me in the dream,
‘Yaakov.’ I said, ‘Here I am.” 12. He said, ‘Lift
up your eyes and see. All the males mounting
the flock are striped, speckled, and mottled,
for I have seen everything Lavan is doing to
you.””

Ramban on Bereishis 31:10 - When the rods stopped
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10 Why Yaakov left

Bereishis 31:3, 13
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This happened after Lavan changed his
wages. That is why the angel said that he
had seen everything Lavan was doing to
Yaakov. The angel showed him in the dream
that the males mounting the flock were all
striped, then all speckled, and then all
mottled. He told him that he saw the wrong
Lavan was doing by changing his wages and
that the young would be born with the
markings Yaakov needed. From then on
Yaakov would no longer use rods, for one
who trusts in Hashem will be protected.

Hashem said to Yaakov, “Return to the land
of your fathers and to your birthplace, and I
will be with you.” The malach tells him,
“Now arise, leave this land, and return to the
land of your birth.”
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Bereishis 31:26-31
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26 Tiferes and learning

Ramak, Tomer Devorah 7:1
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26. Lavan said to Yaakov, “What have you
done, stealing my heart and driving my
daughters off like captives of the sword? 27.
Why did you flee secretly and steal away
from me without telling me? I would have
sent you away with joy and song, with drum
and lyre. 28. You did not let me kiss my sons
and daughters. You have acted foolishly. 29.
It is in my power to do you harm, but the God
of your father spoke to me last night and
said, ‘Be careful about speaking to Yaakov,
whether good or bad.” 30. Now you have left
because you longed for your father’s house.
Why did you steal my gods?” 31. Yaakov
answered Lavan, “Because I was afraid. I
thought you might take your daughters away
from me by force.”

How should a person accustom himself to the
qualities of Tiferes? The quality of Tiferes is
undoubtedly occupation with Torah. But a
person must take great care against
becoming haughty in words of Torah, for that
causes great harm. Just as he grows haughty,
he causes Tiferes, which is Torah, to rise
above and withdraw, God forbid. Whoever
lowers himself in words of Torah causes
Tiferes to descend and lower itself to impart
its influence to Malchus. Below Tiferes there
are four sefiros, and they have three
qualities.
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Bereishis Rabbah 76:1 - The choicest of the Avos and the Nevi’im
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Rabbi Pinchas said in the name of Rabbi
Reuven: Two people received assurances
from Hashem and were afraid, the choicest
of the Avos and the choicest of the prophets.
The choicest of the Avos was Yaakov, and the
choicest of the prophets was Moshe.

Are You Only Human?, pp. 151-152 - Teaching connection
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The shiur connects the discussion of Tiferes
with Yaakov’s two tents and his ability to
change his response as circumstances
change.

27 Leah and the encounter with Esav

Bereishis 29:25-30
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25. In the morning, there she was, Leah. He
said to Lavan, “What have you done to me?
Was it not for Rachel that I worked for you?
Why did you deceive me?” 26. Lavan said,
“That is not done in our place, to give the
younger before the firstborn.” 27. “Complete
this one’s wedding week, and we will give
you the other one too, for the service you will
perform for me another seven years.” 28.
Yaakov did so and completed her week, and
Lavan gave him Rachel his daughter as a
wife. 29. Lavan gave his maidservant Bilhah
to Rachel his daughter as a maidservant. 30.
Yaakov came to Rachel as well, and he loved
Rachel more than Leah. He served Lavan
another seven years.

There they buried Avraham and Sarah his
wife. There they buried Yitzchak and Rivkah
his wife. And there I buried Leah.
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Rashi on Bereishis 32:9
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It will escape against his will, because I will
fight him. Yaakov prepared for three things,
for a gift, for prayer, and for war. For a gift,
“The gift passed on ahead of him.” For
prayer, “God of my father Avraham.” For war,
“The remaining camp will escape.”

28 How Yaakov spared Eliphaz

Rashi on Bereishis 29:10-11
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Like someone removing the stopper from the
mouth of a flask. The Torah teaches you that
he had great strength. He wept because he
foresaw by the holy spirit that she would not
be buried with him. Another explanation is
that he came empty-handed. He said,
“Eliezer, my grandfather’s servant, had rings,
bracelets, and gifts in his hands, but I have
nothing in mine.” This was because Eliphaz,
Esav’s son, had pursued him on his father’s
orders to kill him and had caught up with
him. But because Eliphaz had grown up in
Yitzchak’s care, he held back. He said to
Yaakov, “What shall I do about my father’s
command?” Yaakov answered, “Take what I
have.” A poor person is considered as though
dead.

He was afraid that he might be killed and
distressed that he might kill others.

Tiferes Shimshon, Vayishlach - Summary of the teaching in Moreshet Yaakov
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Given Yaakov’s strength, he could have tried
to defeat Eliphaz by force. Instead he chose
to give away what he had and escape without
killing him. His willingness to bear the cost
gives substance to Rashi’s distinction
between fear of being killed and distress at
the prospect of killing.
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29 What the wagons proved

Bereishis 45:26-27
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Gur Aryeh on Bereishis 45:27
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26. They told him, “Yosef is still alive, and he
rules the whole land of Egypt.” His heart
went numb, for he did not believe them. 27.
They told him all the words Yosef had spoken
to them. He saw the wagons Yosef had sent
to carry him, and the spirit of their father
Yaakov came alive.

He gave them a sign of the subject he was
studying when he parted from Yaakov, the
passage of the heifer whose neck is broken.
That is why it says “he saw the wagons Yosef
had sent,” naming Yosef instead of Pharaoh.

When Yaakov accompanied Yosef on the
road, Yosef asked him to go back. Yaakov told
him how great the duty of accompanying a
traveler is, and taught him the passage of the
heifer whose neck is broken. The elders say
that their hands did not shed the victim’s
blood. Would anyone think they had killed
him? Rather, they attest that they did not
send him away without provisions or let him
leave without escort. That was the subject
they were studying when they parted.
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Tiferes Shimshon, Vayigash - The shul seat, a retelling
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30 Remember the days of old

Devarim 32:7
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31 Yisrael, yashar FEl

Bereishis 32:29
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A man who claimed to be a woman’s missing
husband knew the household’s details but
could not find his usual seat in shul. The
story credits the Vilna Gaon with testing him
on that detail.

Remember the days of old. Consider the
years of generation after generation. Ask
your father and he will tell you, your elders
and they will say to you.

He said, “Your name shall no longer be called
Yaakov, but Yisrael, for you have striven with
divine beings and with men and have
prevailed.”

He reads Yisrael as yashar El. He first takes
yashar in the sense of seeing, as in “I behold
him, but he is not near.” The angel conceded
that Yaakov sees the face of God and that he
had been unable to blind Yaakov to God’s
existence. In saying “you have striven with
divine beings,” he removed the name Yaakov,
which evokes the crookedness of the heart.
Yisrael evokes a straight path, as in “the
crooked shall become straight.” It means a
path that appears straight to God and man.
By the uprightness of his deeds, Yaakov
could prevail. That is Yisrael, yashar El, a
straightness apparent even in God’s eyes.
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32 Israel’s Declaration of Independence
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Read the Declaration

33 A public victory address
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June 24, 2025 address - Summary
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June 24, 2025 address

Declaration of Independence, 1948 - Selected original phrases

“By virtue of our natural and historic right
and on the strength of the resolution of the
United Nations General Assembly ...”

“It will guarantee freedom of religion,
conscience, language, education and culture

”

“Placing our trust in the Rock of Israel ...”

Netanyahu, June 24, 2025 address * English quotation and Hebrew rendering

“We achieved a historic victory.”

Netanyahu credited Israel’s military effort,
the United States, and those who fought. He
quoted Mishlei on military strategy.

34 The voice of Yaakov and the defense of Klal Yisrael
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Rav Herzog's Hebrew letter

Rav Herzog’s 1958 letter to Ben-Gurion - Bilingual summary

Rav Herzog describes the voice of Torah
rising from the batei midrash as a shield
against the hands of Esav and Yishmael.
Closeness to Hashem in those places of
Torah strengthens the hands of the
defenders.

35 The account of the false accusation
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Rav Shlomo Aviner, Silence Does Not Constitute Admission - Summary

The kollel’s patron stood by the Sdei Chemed
and kept him in the kollel, while suspicion
lingered. When the cleaner offered to confess
publicly, he asked her to keep the matter
private and helped her get her job back.
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36 The change in his Torah learning

JDN - The Sdei Chemed, Hebrew account - Summary
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Hebrew retelling

In this telling, the Sdei Chemed connected
his decision to forgo public vindication with a
new clarity in Torah learning.

11 What Yaakov authorized at Shechem - Read near the

close

Ramban on Bereishis 34:13 - The rescue Yaakov authorized

X I ,NTRY [N W
D DIyn YT XN L 1197 D 1Y InYyal
[PN' N7 TIYI .0YD NNn7 |2 OXI ,N2T NNl
,ANIN NNL WX Y107 1IN X'wn'7 1DIXY
[IVAYI ,NNIN2 NN Nlynin Y 0O'NXN 7D nanl
DN7 DOX TN 2NNl ,AWyNin 1wy 07117 171

D17

D> NN NATnw

7> DN7 7INn7 DONX2 AN NNOND D NNl
71N ONI W0 DA D Iwyr X7Y o 1awn D 01
IWI'7WnN DI INIAY L0710 07D I'NY OX'YAYT7 1yne!
NNTI .DOY N'an DNQ NX INj7'l D2AXID DDA
XY 71 lynwl 0NN NIYIAL ,O'NXD 7D NXY
Y PN YN 'WAIR 7D Al DN D7anY
VYN 'WIN DN 7Y DOXN OINY 1j7V'7 DYON
,ITA7 DOW N'W DN7 'IRNTLI7 INON X7 TN
NNI DDOY NX 2j7Y' 12 RYH" 2NN XY NN Nl
NIT NN NNL WX NMATI NNINA 'AX Inn
21AY2 NNNAa 17 12aT7 mDon 07> D L"DNNN

DN7 NWYY n'711n

The question is that the brothers seem to
have answered with their father’s knowledge
and consent. He was present and knew they
were speaking with guile, so why did he
become angry? It is also impossible that he
wanted his daughter to marry the Canaanite
who had defiled her. All the brothers gave
this answer with guile, yet Shimon and Levi
alone carried out the deed, and their father
cursed their anger alone.

The answer is that the guile was in
demanding the circumcision of every male.
They thought the townspeople would refuse.
If the townspeople obeyed their leaders and
were circumcised, the brothers would come
on the third day while they were in pain and
take their daughter from Shechem’s house.
This was the plan of all the brothers, with
their father’s permission. Shimon and Levi
wanted to take revenge and killed all the
men of the city. It may be that Yaakov cursed
their anger because they killed townspeople
who had done him no wrong. On this
suggestion of the Ramban, Shechem alone
was liable to be killed.
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Ramban on Bereishis 49:5 - The condemnation
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In my view, “Shimon and Levi are brothers”
means they were alike in counsel and action.
Yaakov was angry with them for killing the
townspeople, who had done them no harm.
The townspeople had entered a covenant and
been circumcised. Perhaps they would have
returned to Hashem and all become part of
Avraham’s household, like the souls they had
made in Charan.

37 Rashi’s answer about Seir - Read at the close
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“Deliver me, please, from the hand of my
brother, from the hand of Esav, for I fear him,
lest he come and strike me, mother and
children.”

He gave himself a longer road, for he
intended to go only as far as Sukkos. He said
that if Esav intended to harm him, let him
wait until Yaakov came to him. Yaakov did
not go. When will he go? In the days of
Mashiach, as it says, “Deliverers will ascend
Mount Zion to judge the mountain of Esav.”
There are many Midrashic readings of this
passage.

Deliverers will ascend Mount Zion to judge
the mountain of Esav, and the kingship will
belong to Hashem.
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