Veyiten Lecha

Parshas Toldos ¢ 1of2 e« The gift and its return

Selected sources <« English on the left and Hebrew on the right

01 Bereishis 27:28 and Rashi

“May God give you of the dew of heaven and of the
richness of the earth, and abundant grain and wine.”

“May He give, and may He give again.”

02 Sfas Emes - Toldos 5631
“It may be said that Hashem’s purpose in bestowing
abundance is that satisfaction should rise from it to
Hashem, because a person can serve Him when he has
what he needs. This applies especially to the abundance
bestowed in the service of Hashem itself.”
“When a person does His will, the abundance returns to
Hashem and brings renewal. This is what is meant by
‘May He give, and may He give again.’”

03 Yeshayahu 55:10-11 - The rain returns
“For as the rain and the snow descend from heaven and
do not return there ...”

“... until they have watered the earth, made it bring forth
and sprout, and given seed to the sower and bread to the
eater.”

“So shall My word be that goes forth from My mouth. It
shall not return to Me empty, but shall accomplish what
I desire and succeed in that for which I sent it.”

04 Menachem Tzion - Discourses for Pesach, fol. 81
“A close reading of the wording implies that after it has
watered the earth, it will return there.”

“When the rain descends from heaven it is called matar,
a spiritual thing, until it comes into this world, where it
takes physical form.”

“Through eating with intention, the spirituality within it
rises to the place where its tent was at first.”

05 Ruach Chaim - Avos 2:12

“With any enjoyment, if we give praise and thanks to the
One who created it, or have the sake of Heaven in mind,
the abundance returns above, so to speak.”

06 Noam Elimelech - Vayigash

“It appears that Shabbos is entirely love. A person needs
to bind the weekdays to Shabbos, because the weekdays
are characterized by awe, and we have written that the
awe must come from love.”

07 Tikkunei Zohar 10, 25b and Zohar, Yisro 88a

“Torah without awe and love does not fly upward.”

“All blessings above and below depend on the seventh
day.”
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Veyiten Lecha

Parshas Toldos ¢ 2o0f2 ¢ Yitzchak's bracha and oneg Shabbos

Selected sources <« English on the left and Hebrew on the right

08 Bereishis 27:4 - Yitzchak asks for food
“Prepare delicacies for me as I love, bring them to me,
and I will eat, so that my soul may bless you before I
die.”

09 Bereishis 27:33 and Rashi - Yitzchak’s response
“Yitzchak trembled a very great trembling.”
“Indeed, he shall be blessed.”
“Therefore he assented and blessed him knowingly.”

10 Shabbos 30b - Simchah shel mitzvah

“The Shechinah does not rest amid sadness ... but amid
the joy of a mitzvah.”

11 Derashos HaRan : Fifth discourse

“So that his heart would expand and he would rejoice,
and attain the Divine spirit to the fullest degree possible
for him.”

Rather, [the blessing takes effect] because the Divine
spirit rested upon him to bless the one who stood before
him, between his hands.
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12 Toldos Yaakov Yosef - Ki Savo, citing the Baal Shem Tov

“I heard from my teacher a parable about a king’s son
who was sent far away to a village among people of low
standing.”

What did he do? He called the villagers and bought them
all kinds of intoxicating wine. While they rejoiced over
the wine, he found his opportunity to rejoice greatly in
his father’s joy.

13 Rashi - Beitzah 16a - The neshamah yeseirah

“An expansiveness of heart for rest and joy, to be open
and at ease, to eat and drink without one’s soul recoiling
from it.”
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14 Yeshayahu 58:13 and Shvilei Pinchas - Toldos, p. 301

“You shall call Shabbos a delight.”

“It follows that the mitzvah of oneg Shabbos makes
clear that Yaakov was worthy of Yitzchak’s blessings.”

Therefore, specifically on Motzaei Shabbos, after
fulfilling the mitzvah of oneg Shabbos by giving the
body delight with food and drink so that the Shechinah
may rest upon us amid the joy of a mitzvah, we say
Veyiten Lecha.
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